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CHAPTER I

EarvLy LiFe

THE admlmstra.tmﬁ of Lord William Bentinck was

" one of poace. Following the administrations of

" Cornwallis, Wellgsley; Hastings, and Amherst, and
* preceding those of Auckland, Hardinge, and Dglhousie,
. through the absence of fareign adventure and terri-
torial conquest his Govemor—Gener-n.lship may seem
commonplace in companson .with conquerors “who
crushed the Mysore and Maréths confederacies, ©
- planted the banpers of the Company on the Indus
and the Irrawaddy, and pub forward the right of the
rukyes of India, to exercise a controlling influence over
‘Afghﬁé)mtein .o But the very contrast between the
Lhu.uu.ct‘érr of Lord William Bentinck’s administration
> and that of the other British Governor-Generals
" Whom we have ilamed serves to bring into stronger
relief the importance of the work he accomplizhed in
the makmg of the India of to-day. S
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" * $he youngest studefit of the growth of the British.
, power in India does not need to be told thab wopfiist
~went to that country as tr&ders, and ¢hlié, oug only

representativps were prerchants, zvho thought .‘notpi.ngnﬁ
about”the pélitics of the country or of interfering with
the Native Powers, and who were exclusively engaged

in their couhting-houses.' Tt condition of things
wenrt on for n'éa.rly 150 years, and when the,competition ~
with the French, who would have expelled all other ©
European traders if the programme of Dupleix~had
been realised, resulted in our unexpected tri}lmph,"

accomplished by the genius of Clive, the East Ingia .

Company—still cherishing ahove territorial possessions

and military glory the commercial monopoly granted
by Elizabeth and extended by An'pe—“pré‘sm'vé'd its -
character as a society of merchan(s, esteeming ‘its
annual ~investment "in country goods, Whether in
Bengal, Bombay, or Madrasfof far higher importance -
.than nfatters of administration.

X The East India Company, jrue to its origin, clung

Jto its pg.ciﬁq vocation to the end, in spite, of every’
temptation to playa sovereigll pash Greatnegs was ~
forced upon it bynthe many remarkable nren Whon
appeated in its service for sixty years after Clive Yad
pointed out. the easy and attractive,rcad to (’ pvj,de;ﬁ :

dofninion. If regretted the diversign of mofey fom 7

the }egiti_ma.te pursuit of trade tg the maintenance of » -
armies, and it only reconciled itself to the course .

because Warren Hastings proved that the execution of - 3

. SR
a great pokicy in India did not recessatilyentai] the- -
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=
_payment of a smaller dividend in Leadenhall Striet. 0
Thecpnquest of a fresh province was for many years ~
the cause Sf as much allxiety as satisfaction to the
.~ Hogourable Court. o o s a
When the Charter of the East Indie Company was
renewed by Parliament in 1793 those feelings were in

ﬂfull foree, and if it had then been 1'enex§ed withany

= 0 - . . " - L e
~ & scgidus diminution of its commercial privileges it

o

-

o

;::‘ ~ and thgt the bull of the nation attempting the same

s would have been deprived of half its value. Very
much thérsame® feeling was prevalent when' it ‘was
agaim renewed in 1813, although on this occasion the
Company was deprived of the monopoly of the trade
with India. Tt retaiped however the most, favoured

o position for carrying on this trade, and it preserved

. the rnnonof)olfr‘ of , that with China. Lord William

" Bentinek was selt to India when the reneyal of the
Charter had aggin become imminent and formed the .

* burning question in Angl-Indian circles, but & great
change had passed over the spirit of the Dire&ogs of
the East India Compang. Certain facts had become
‘im,tent topven the most prejudiced minds in Leaden- -

" hall Street, and 19 was recognised that a chénge was
at han® The maintenance of any commereial
mokopoly wds in antipathy to the free spirit of
) tra.&gg ‘people like the English. That certain

genBlemep trading with China should be privileged,

. thing should be denounced as snterlopers, outside the

T -.‘,\ _~ law, and little better than pirages, was gpthing more

~ “or less theh an anachronism. The Court had begun

~- a
]
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~ " “to™realise in 1827, When it offered the Governor-,
- Generalship to Lord William Bentinck, thata rezlical
"change in its tenure of authdtity in India was at ha.nd
~ and that its career might be curtailed if nob summarily”»
ended. n
There was no longer any reasonable hope of its
retamning a.n‘ exclusive hold upon China, and, as its

n

cornection w1th that country was pu1ely~commermaal n

and as it possessed no territorial base to put it on "
terms of vantage with outside traders;'the ~Withdiawal
of the monopoly could not but signify a distinet ~loss
of revenue. This prospect was rendered the more
*  gerious because the profits from the Chinese trade

were far in excess of its dimensions, and beca.use the

capacity of the Chinese for consmmng opium and
paying silver then seemed to be unhn:uted At the .
. same moment it happened that the hegwy expenses of
the first Burmese war had]bmduced a serious deficit
in the  finanegs of India, which inspired apprehension
for the future. The possible loss of any source of
~revenue or profit was therefore a cause of the deepest
solicitud? to the Court, and it"consijuently beeame g, ~
p matter of the first importance to ascertain how far an
equilibrium in the financts could be® a.ttmned/'ﬁx

internal eﬂonomms and a rigid ahafbntmn { from, )

external adventures? The solution ~of that} dlﬂ‘ﬁ'.ult

it remains to his endyring eredit that he solved 1t -

n=

~

~

-

-

A

problem was entrusted to Lord Willigm Bentinck, and n

" with perfect satisfactign to his employels and to the ~

natives gf dndia. .
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THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ~~ 11

The withdrawal of its last “trading monopoly nd
the Gossation of its commercial character brought the -
oEast ~ndm. Company face to face with grave adminis-
~° trative responmbxhtlga It id"quite trwe that it had -
already accepted and accomplishe@ the task of
governing India; but to_ govern India under the
" condxt}ons which plevazled when Clive, Warren

n Hostmgs oreven Wellesley, ruled supreme, was Zess

e I ol g SR
b}

R
PR by
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" difficult than it had become in Bentinck’s dny or than
it id ' now: " In’the earlier days public opinion was

& 1mé1y.aroused in Indian matters except to applaud

the result, and as the result was alwaysa triumph
searching criticism *vas mever called forth- But in

~  ~m these times, and the origin of the method dates from

0
. the 1u1e of Lord William Bentinck, every act or ‘measure

- of ‘the Indmn Executwe is subjected to the severest

and most Bemcbmﬂ cutmlsm long before it is"possible
to say what its result will be. Duung the debates on
the renewal of the Charter there were the ]oudest
_protestations on both siles thib India would suffer if_
the decision of matters affecting it were to be biassed -
" by the party considerations pleva.ﬂmcr in" English
polities. *

~ The accepttmce of the Government of India by the
F_Tast }pcha. ‘Uompany. in 1853 in the xtost formal
ma.r‘;j‘her ‘a8 the Aelegate of the British Crown and

e Parliament, 2nd the yecognition of its respomsibility

£ T

- for the charge to the House 05 Commons and public

.Y N ." opinion, Was a graye and momentous.step, as the

"

"Comrgany ¢id not possess the machinery neccssary to
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o
o dls;hm"ge its trust with efficiency and with satisfaction:,
»to the puplic conscience. It is true that the Cesention

of their duties as mercharts left the servaﬂts oﬁo
~ the Company at liberdy to dgyote their time and "~
attenfion to matters of administration and affairs of
State. But their numbers wwere not sufficient, and the
revenue erld not admit of fheir increase, to,,enable
thes Indian Government to perform alk the dutées

that were expected of it. . The solution of theso °

difficult "questions was not found durirg Lovd William
Bentinck's administration alone, but he certa’n]y
indicated the true direction in which they should be
solved, and provided to a great exfent the”ma.chinery for

(ol

(gl

solving them. The part which Lord Wlllmm Bentinck e

took in“abolishing certain malpractiges and mhumam-

ties deseryes a tribute of praise, and will be refened .

. toin 1ts-\pr0per place’; but the momentous decision to
make the English languads the official and literary
tcngua of the Perinsula represents "the salient feature
m]:us administration, ard makes his Govemor—Geneml-

,.slnp stand out as a landmark in Indian histery.

5 His tenure of authority thus' repi®sents a tuzning-

i point in British ruk in India. It includes the penod
when the East India Compiiny, casting side its ghrh
as a commsreial body, boldly grappled “with Irndum,,
problems, and becarse a reigning Gavernmeflt afone.

& Trevelyan i in his evidgnee before the Select Commlttee
of 1853 ;.
. P . - # L3 m -
- i @ . °
.o . . LI )
. . . '. r n

-

~

The essential difference in the pringiple of adminis- ~ o,
tration was well descgibed by the late Sir Charlés -

et

i
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THE BENTINCK FAMILY - - 13

. ‘To Lord William Bentinck belongs the great prais* of

h&l’i!‘\.ﬁ, l~ced our dominion in India on its proper foundation

in'the -vecognition of the gr=at principle that India is to be

‘_g,ovc,med for the benefit of the Indians, and that the ad-

vanthges which we der>ve from if should on] 7 be snch as
.~ ~ are incidental to and inferential from that course of pro-
28 ceeding.’ -

- -
i -

oA i Bcga?'ded from a true historical standpoint there
~is no period in the British rule of India which
~ ' deserves more attentive study than that which wit-
ncssed the disappearance of the old trading Company
that had originally been started for the exploration of
the Indies mcre than two centuries befme, and the -~
iormal assumption gy the Company of the heavy
7 task of go ser’ ng the millions of India, as the Jelegate
®of the British Cvown"and Parliament, with absolute
) justice, impartiality, and efficiency. It is chiefly with
" regard to this *historical ~metamorphosis that I am
about to attempt t0 bring out the calient featares in
the life and Governor-Generalship of Lord Wiiiam °
Bentinck. The biographical details of his career,

: althoucrh interesting a=d varied, must be held subor-

Uinate to the part that he played in the development

of the British-administration of India.

" Thq family of Bentinck, whmh has gccupled in
Tngksﬂ r;ohtlcs and society a pmmment] and honodr-
able pos1t.1on duung the last two centuries, ranks
_among "the noblést i the Netherls.nds The head of
the family still resides on the patnmonml property
,in the prcvmce of Dverijssel and empluys the style

-
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of Count, a title conferred on his ancestors in the

. most flourishing days of the Holy Roman~Ezpire.

But the greater splendour atid wealth of the ‘yéungel;

branch, which came to-Englang in the person of Hans"-

Williom Befitinck in the train of William of Orange,
has eclipsed the origin from which it sprang, and the
histcrieal inferest centres in thé Dukes of Portlgnd and

nokin the Counts Bentinck. Macaulay kas described o
in his brilliant manner the friendship of William of ”

Orange -and Bentinck, the growth of Bentfick's® for-.
tunes after his master became King of Englang, and
how, notwithstanding the bitter opposition of the
Tnglish Parliament, which went,so far as to impeach

him, Bentinck retained the large estates in England; ce
Wales, and Ireland, and the title of@Eaﬂ of Portland, g

conferred on him by his gratefal anfl much attached .

sovereign. Having “passed successfully through the
ordeal which was inevitaSle before even the most
favomred Dutch nobleman could be allowed by insular
prejudice to take a prominen$ place in the House of

/Peers, the Earl of Portland lost no oppoytunity of

ingratiating himself and his “famBy with Esglish,

opinion and qualifying himself for the requirements
of our gountry life. He hegl married axfEnglish lady
long before there appeaged any Cthance of his gafb_tling?
in‘England. “HS soa (the first Dukeyof Portfandyand
his grandson followed

the noble families of Gginsborough and Oxford,

In the next generatjon it was almost forgotten that -

the Bentinok family was one of the few -Yemajning -

- c
€ - : c w
— _ 3 ¢
- < z
S <
L] 5

(e}

o
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o

his example by marrying into_ ¢

o
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LORD WILLIAM'S BIRTH - ~ 13

"
O

ovidences that a Duteh King had reigned over *he’

Unite2 Kingdom. The third Duke married Lady -

¢ & Dowtb.'y Cavendish, the dnly daughter of 4he fourth

~Dukg of Devonshire, (w;ho had “played a wonsiderable
part in politics during the reign of Geo::ge the
Sceond and the ea:hel yeaps of his successor. By
_this allmnce the Dukes of Portland becan;e connected
5 with “the most ancient and distinguished familles
_ "of the kingdom, and from that time to the present
_ . their Tamil§-has heen known by the double fame of
‘Gavendish-Bentinck. In 1783 the Duke of Portland,
more by the eicigencies of party and for the sake of
his spotless character than for exceptional akility, was
=opromoted to the Prime Ministership, but the events of
his adminiStration svere unimportant, and perhdps the
. most interesting iact about his public career,was that
he was one of the persons supposed to have been Junius.
But for us he has a more personal interest in that he

. was the father of Lord William Bentinek.
i William Cavendish-Pentinck, second son of the

third Duke of Portland, was born on 14th September, .

" 1774 s In 1791 I efffered the Coldstream Guards
as an ensign, and in the following®year he obtained
_ his captaincy in the 2nd Light Dragoons. Twozyears
lg.tel lre_had &ttained the rank-of Lieutenant- Colonel
of the 24,ﬁ11 Light-Dragoons, and in the campmgn n

* "I'la,ndels of 1794, whjch was not creditable to the

Enrrhsh arms, he served on the staff of the Duke of
. York. His zeal for the servicg was shown by his

- ‘persopal réquest, made through his father, to gerve in

')

&

=
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~ " "th® West Indies while the troops remained in quarters,

" durmg the winter of 1793-4. i
From one or two passing references, and {rém thc =
o fact tha.t he~was merftioned ju despatches, we may-
assume that this youthful colond and aide-de-camp
of twenty showed that he Possessed some soldierly
qualities. Tour years later he was specially selected.
fof the'honourable and responsible task of accompany-
ing the army of Marshal Suwarrow in its campaign in”
Northen Italy and Switzerland as the milifary fepre-
sentative of England. During the campaign of 1799
he acquired a practical experience of the larger opera-
tions of swvar such as was no# possessed by many
other English officers at that time. After Suwarrow ~
withdrdw from Switzerland he 1ema1n3d in the same,
capacity svith the Austrian army in the north of Iba]y .
~ until the end of 1801. He  was present at "the decisive
battle of Marengﬁ, which eata,bhshed the reputation of
¢ Na oleon as ene of the greatest mlhtm y geniuses that -
. the world had ever sefn, andrthr oughout the whole of
the Italian campaign of 1800—1 he was always to be
found {herever the severest hchtmg was in progress,
It is only needfulto name the enoagements at which
hg w&s present. Besides ﬁImengo he Saw, and wrote
the official account far the Englishe vae:n{nent of,
the battles of the 7 Trebbia, Novi, Sanglian, and the

(4] L] n
* ! In one of his despatches he bom eloquent testimony to thc ’
valour =md devotion of the Austrian army, which has found far
too few to apopreciate it.® ‘It is impoggsible to do Justice to ﬂu, i1
valour and ferseverance of the Austrian army,’ he wrote. -~ e

b}



°

. L] : "
. n

MILITARY EXPERIENCES N0 17 n
a

-

passages of the Mincio and Adige. He also witnesfld " 0
 the sieyesrof Alessandria and Coni. Although s#ill quite »
. young,he had had six or stven years’ experiénce of the
.extegsive warfare going on in Europe, aad had seen
Continental axmies as well as English t2oops engg.ged
©- ® _ith the French. He had algo acquired sope practical
. knowledge of the polrt-ica.l condition apd popular
o i'eelj.ngra of Northern Italy—a fact which explaified s
*gction many years later, when he exercised authority
in Siclly aid apPeared as a victor at Genoa.
® From, Italy he proceeded to Egypt, where he had
o been appointed to command the cavalry attached to n
®  tlio force under Sir B, Abereromby, but he arrived
o esoo late to take an active part in the war, and the
~  Treaty of Amiéns giving brief tranquillity to Europe,
. _Lord William Bertinck was relieved of his daties and
. returned to England. Very shorial; after his rethrn he
married on February 19, 1503, La.dyo Mary Acheson,
.. second daughter of the first Earl of Gosford. Tlgea A
. " months after his marriagd he was nominated by the "
Fast India, Company to the Governorship of its
"Presidency ab Fort*St. George, Madras; and thus, as
pethaps the youngest Governor evér sent from these n
 shores 4o rule @n Eastern dépendency, he commencegd
? that Indian cafeer which twenty-five years dater was
" . to béPrengived in . loftier positich and with wider
W - rvesponsibjlities, The Gourt was probably influenced
vy in making the appointment by the exceptional military
ty , -experience of Lord William Beutinck, and by the .
f . consid_gratio’h that Frénch designs upon Indig. raised

3

Lal

. *. 945 OITY COLLEGE LIBRARY,
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-

“ever recurring alarms until after the retreat from
- Moscow~ Support is lent to this opinion by t*= fact
that during his Governorship the defence of the coast '
- of Coromandel and of"Ceylon against a French degcent.
formed subjects to which he very frequently drew
attention. His tenure of power ab Madras introduced
himi at an‘early age to Indian responsibilities apd_
dfficulties, and his experiences there—vhich were, as a o
will be seen, not free from bitterness—exercised a”
marked influence on his subsequeit chdfacter and

CAareer. Ll
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. CEAPTER TI o,
THE GOVERNORSHIP OF MADRAg

? Loxrp Wirrganm BENTINCK reached Madras on Augvst
30, 1803, succeeding in the post of Governor of Fort

o

*  St. GeorgeLord €live, the only son of the comqueror

of \Bsuga,l. Important as this office still was, the
centre of English power had been finally shifted from
the Boast of Cordmandel to the valley of the Ganges by
_ the hyeak-up of the Muhammadan dynasty of Mysore,
and the quésticas with which Lord William Bentinck

Was ‘required to &onl were mainly of local,interest.

"Had he reached Jndia only five yeirs earlier heavould
have had an opportunity &f displaying his energy
and 1military talent’in the closing Gcenes of Tipt's

:; remarkable career, but although we were engafed

during the period of his Governorship in a keen struggle
“with the Marfth4s 4n tke Deccan and Central,Indie,
he took only a subsidiary part in the,campaigns which
placed Lake and Arthur Welesley in the first rank of
> Anglo-Indian commanders. The field of acfion was
t60 far removed from Madras for shaf Presidency to

_ _-" 4ake the leading part against Holkar as it had done
apainst Faidar and Tipd: Lord William Bentinck

_was able to render Sir Arthur Wellesley uz:;eful sasist-

° . ence in regard to gupplies, and his cb'-gp_c?ration
# >

e ~-B2
n 8 N -~
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received official recognition and the expression of

_ gratitude from both the commander in the firld and

the Governor-General. . .
The Govpr. nor-Genefal of Fozt, William in Bengal was

then the Marquis Wellesley, one of the ablest and most

successful pf the British statesmen who have ruled

India. When Lord William Bentinck arrived, i:{ Indig
the Marquis Wellesley was at the height of his fame, -

and it may be doubted if any Governor-General evel’

inspired his subordinates with so ‘much’ ‘admiration
and enthusiasm as he did. He at once sent_Colonel
Hoghton, a trusted and confidential officer “ belonging
to my Aamily,’ to quote the avords of the Marquis,
to meet the new Governor of Madrashonﬁhis arival. .
and to acquaint him with the exact position of affairs
in Indieg and with the objects of his policy. The first.
letter Lord William Bentinck addressad to the Marquis
Wellesley ten days after ‘Bis arrival in India, and on
Cplonel Hoghton's return to Caleutta, is dated .
September 9, 1803. "He safs:— =

‘I am quite aware of the axduoys and ifdportant task
which I have undertaken. The divided state of this govern-
ment, and the opposition and counteraction which my noble
predicessor received, are circumstances muth to be lamented,
and which tend to destroy all the vigeurtand eﬁpiencyn 50"

-~

o . ~ ™, . . " )
imperiously required in the management of tlds great un- "

settled territory.’

n n ~ o s

He declared ‘a stcady and determined resolutidnto.
do what ig.vight, urinfluenced by party or prejudice,.

carelers’and fearless of the result.

L] ~ ~
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.The Marquis Wellesley seems to have been pleaséd

with ti language of his new colleague, from whom he

~ laoked %or efficient co-operation in the large”schemes

dngaging his attention, @nd also for a speetly solution

_of the difficulties besetting the admfhistration of

Fort St. George. He presently sent another officer
(Captain Sydenham) to Lord William Beetinck, and
~dwekt in his despateh of November 19, 1803, on ‘tht

. truly British spirit, sound judgment, and hereditary

integrity and honour’ shown in the letter we have
quoted. ,
The Governor-General in the following year called
attention to what he vonsidered a spirit of» faction
-as bemg prevalent at Madras, and he also seemed to

©  express some dissatisfaction with Lord William Ben-

tin'ck"s mode of deaﬁjng with it. Lopd Williar replied
admitting that syeh a state of things did undoubtedly
exist, but that ‘it was confined to a_very few indi-
~ viduals and deserving of the most sovereigr: contemps.’

" At the same time he firmly but courteously upheld his

right as annindependent_Governor to deal with such
matters én his own way and on his own responsibility.

®  TIn the relations of these two remarkable men it is

_mare gratifying %o turn to the agreeable features than.

 topdwell on the che dissordant mote which *revealed
. .itself.® The geners® admiration of the Anglo-Indian
- Community foroLoud Weellesley found expression in

addresses presented from all palts of India in the
-spring of 1804. The Madras address was sent in

" May, 18p4, under a covering letter from Lord ‘William
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n

Bentmck which provlded him with the opportunity
of statifg his views on the subJect of Indian gbvm-
ment-—vwws to which he was himself to give effest -

@
n - -

thigty years later ° n

¢Tt is most p!easmg to reflect that the result of the war -~
afferds o hopf® of equal benefit to #he great mass of the people
vhose rulers"have been conquered. If the annalsof Indiam
history are retraced, and more particularly the events of °
later years, it will be found that this vast peninsula ha§
presented one continual scene of anarchy and*fhisery® Con-
stant revolutions, without even a proposed legitimate wbject,
have succeeded each other. Wars of great and petty
chleff:ams, unwarranted in their onrnn aitd unprincipled in
their conduct, for the sole ObJBOt of robbery and plunder,
have fepopulated and laid waste the geperad face,of thif~
unhappy cauntry Justice, ordey, censideration of public
and prwnte rights, nowhere appear in relief of this.
melancholy picture. Happily a period Jas arrived to these -
barbarous excesses. For {he ﬁrst time the blessings of
umversn.l trg,nqullhty may be expeoted That system of
policy which could embrace thg whole of India, which could -
comprehend in one bond of mutual defence and reciprocal =
forbeagance the predatory chiefs of, this great Empire,
deserves the admi;ation of all the civilised worfd. That 7
system, one of the noblest efforts of the wisdom and pa-
#riofism of a subject, which has founded®British Greatness _

upon Indfan Hn_ppmes& demandg in a partfeular manner the
thanks and a.pp]ause of his country. AR -.‘“

i L]

n

These sentiments would bave sbeen pra,jsewmthj’
from,_any one at a %time when little or no heed was
given to 4he oblightions imppsed upon us by the~.,
graduglly axtendmg conquesﬁ of Indias but eommg



-

(o

- ¥

A

'T\'

Lol

o

® FRENCH SCHEMES ~- 23

as they did from a young min who had not c(m-

plete,rl his thut:eth year, and whose acquamtance—
mth India had only just commenced, they cannot’
but be considered as remarkeble evidence of inde-
pendence of charactér and breadth of view. They
show beyond dispute that Lord William Bentinck
held clearly defined Opinions upon our position in
Indw, from the time that he first became coanecled

~ with it, and that, as he put it, he considered British

great»ness'should be founded on Indian happirtess.

" ‘Although the great struggle for supremacy in
Southern India was over before Lord William Ben-
tintk reached "Madrag, there was still some anxiety
_, preyalent as to the possible return of the French.
" Frenéh pnvs,@ers continued to haunt the Indian seas,
a.nd ‘although P'undlcnerry was in our possession,
" French spics and agents were believed to keep up
communieations with the %ative Courts and to send
information to France vif the Mauritius. Lord
William Bentinck’s apxiety -vas increased by the
decline in the military strength and efficiency of the
* Madrag a.rmy owirg toithe withdrawal of the Bombay
{roops, and this weakening of the: garrisen was the
more calculated to stimulgte alarm because both at
" Calcutta and at Madras there was a real ferr that the
HFrersh might attempt & descent either on Ceylon br

» on the coast of Coromandel. Lord William Bentinck

thought” such’ a descent perfectly feasible and easy

_ in the case of Ceylon, which he described as ‘Gnpro-
.tecteg witkout and within.’

The threatenel danger,

5’
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~ " "hd'vever, passed off; ‘and the French invasion only
» gave risg to the trial of M. Collin, a resident at
" Pondicherry, and described as a man of ability, on a
o charge of being a secrot agent, and spy of the anch:
Gov&rnment. P
No opportunity of giving effect to his political
viels presgnted itself durmg Bentinck’s sta,y at_
Modrae. Internal questions aroused Jittle 6r L00
interest except when they referred to the pollcy of~
native *states or the attitude of the leading chiefs.
One of his most important acts related toc the
prohibition against any European travel]mg more
than fifteen miles from the ecity of Mddras without a
passport, and specified the officials with w].'ml:n,r the
powerof issuing such passports lay. "Tlis measure
was intepded as much as a preca.utf(m against French
. agentseas for the maintenance of the Company’s com-
melcml rights. The land®question was the pressing
g economic supject that presented itself during this
perlod, and Lord Wilkam Bontinek was content with
regard to it to adopt the opinions of Sir Thomas
Munros In Bengal Lord Cofawsis, when deciding -
the questions of kand tenure and land revenue, had
gwen.a. ‘permanent settlément’ and kad established,
or at least recognised, and strengtheped by so domg
the class of"the zafhindérs or land},prds Ta Mgdras,
where the same problem had Jo ba met and solved
only a Tow years later, exactly the oppomte policy
was pursued, and mainly owing to the efforts of Sir |
Thomag Wunro. There we gdave no Jindefeasible

Ve . - : ‘
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rights of tenure, apd we recognised as the cliss’
identified with the soil not the zamindé4rs, but the .

cuihvaﬂ;ors In Lord Wiltiam Bentinck’s optnion—it"
,avas apparent to him that the Creation of zemindars,
where no zemindars® before existedy was neither
calculated to 1mp10ve the_ condition of the lower
Po;ders of the people, nor poht:callyﬂ wise with
- Jefqrence to othe future security of this Goven-
"ment.’

Re"‘eren't‘:&-has been made to the bickerings antl spirit
of fscctlon displayed at Madras. The correspondence
of Lord William Bentinck, which has been discovered
after lying for many, years in obscurity, ..contains

~-abundant evidence on the subject, and the discussions
between the Governor on the one side and thé Chief
Jusﬁ* ce (Su Hedry Gwillim) and members of the
Governor's Uoureil on the ot.her, ma,y be described as
scarcely less heated than those that took place thirty
years before at the Council-board of Warren Hastings.
If there was no duel to> compsre with that between

Hastings and Francis, we have a point blank refusal .

"from the highest™ judleial authority to accept an
invitation to Government Housef and tihe highest

_ administrativeauthority detlining to hold any direct

communicatidh with the first of.the Judgesr:
TlFe difference of opinion between Lord William

a Bentinck and_Sir, Henyy Gwillim seems to have had

its” origin in a very trifling matter. A native left a

.~ sum of money fora local charity,and the Government

"~

‘had Qp decide what was the best mede of ﬂe&'lmg with

-

~-
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the trust. Sir E[enr{'y Gwillim_ was consulted and
made certain suggestions for its disposal. The matj;er _
" geems to have lain dorman?, or to have pmfsaexl from _
Lord William Bentinck’s memory for twelve months;,
and' then to-have been brmfght under his notice
with a definite scheme for dealing with it as a fresh
matter by :gome subordinate” official. In ignorange

of the' character of the man with whom he hagd to .
deal, Lord William wrote to Sir Henry Gwillim~
" asking him his opinion on this projett, anﬂ"stat’zngfat

the same time that it had his complete approvals =~

The scheme varied in some respeets from that "

recommended by Sir Henry twelve months before,

and he at once interpreted Lord William's letter s an, _
intended snub, and replied in terms of great asf)arity.' o
Lord Wijlliam Bentinck seems to”have complétely ;
forgotten the earlier expression of nopinion by the
Chief Justice, or to have considered that no definite
propositions,had been put forward for dealing with -
the trust until that>upon svhich he requested the -
opinion of Sir Henry Gwillim, The further corre-
spondeace, which ought to héve gxplained ayay the '
difference,”was marked by increased bitterness, and  *
an zitempt to effect dn amicable ®understanding
through cn intermediary, Mr. A. Anstrather, member "

ot Council,’onll'y résulted in aggravating the ft%li.ﬁ% .
of bitterness on both sides. On the one hand, Lord; -
William Bentinck ‘ daclined all further cnneaﬁondeﬁc% :
jmlesé’ I am. addresged in the language of polished _
Interconrse, rather than in that of judictal repuke,”

-

»

bl

el



o R = a

. SIR HENRY GWILLIM R a0 27
and deseribed Sir Heary’s character to s common fritnd” "
in, the following words—* Sir Henry has somethmgn

o of the constitutional agitation of Holkar. ~ He likes
*to make war upon his neighbburs, not °for the pur- 7
pose of stealing their purse, but witlbut an equa,lly
innocent intention against their good name.” On the

o other band, Sir Henry Gwillim delivered an address
o tosthe Grapd Jury which breathed defiance &hd
hmtxhty to the Governor, and he refused all invita-
tigns to Gé6vernment House. Both however agreed
on the main point that the custody of the funds

o should remain with the Court.

Lord William Beatinck’s relations with several

~c mefpers of his Council were also strained. In 1806
- he had felt comEulled for reasons which appéared to

~ him convineing, and which there is every ground for
believing weré- excellent, to appoint Mr." Robert
Strange member of Counml and to pass over Mr.
Thomas Oakes, who held the senio~ claim. The
_matter was referred td’ Liondon for ratification, but
_ the Courtiover ruled Lord William Bentinck’s decision,.
wepudiated the a,ppoﬁntment of Mr. Strange, and
nominated Mr. Oakes to the seat. © As Mi% Oakes had

- been opposed “to Lord William Bentinck, this mi2asyre
cwas of & character that he comld not butCresent, and

in & letter to hir brother Lord Titchfield, he declared
.his intention: of aresigning if the Court did npt cancel

its orders on the subject. His natural indignation
n.” seems to have been mollified by the Court’s having
' exaﬂhed some pelsonal promxae from Mr. Oakes that

o

(2}
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he" would not encour;ge any factious oppositioxt to
Lord William, or display any personal hostility.

This pronrise was not better kept than such promises

ever are, and Mr. Osfies showed himself not dess".
hostife in tho council-chamWer than Sir Henry
Gwillim on the bench. .

It is cu.rigps to discover that at the very moment

wken Lord William Bentinck had the best reasoneto o

believe that the Court would not support his legitimate ©
authority, and that he might feel it fncunibent upon
him to resign, there was a possibility of his, being
elevated to the higher office of Governor-General.
This statgment is made on the unimiﬁeachable au-

thority of the President of the Board of Control. » In s
a letter to Lord William Bentinck,” Lord Minto e

explainedsthat the Government had nominabed-‘lh{a ;
Earl of “Lauderdale as successor to thesMarquis Corn-
wallis, and that ?_he Courthad absolutely refused to
endgrse the nomination. The Government did not
relish the unqualified “rejection of its nominee, but
the Court declared its intention to stand frm even
to the jeopardy of its Charter® Ii? such conflicts a,
compromise’provides the only remedy, and the transfer
of Lord William BentincK from Fort Sf. George to.
Fost Wﬂliang was serjously cpnsidered®as the best,,
arrangement. As a’matter of fact it was no%. carfied

N

~
m

U

~

-

-

“n

out, for the acting Governor-feneral,, Sir George r

Barlow, was confirmedsin his office. But the incident
t]?ro.ws a a:g?ﬁcant side-light on the strangely con-
flicting viéws that must have been held i Leg

i
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hall Street about the merit of Lord William Bén-"" -~

tinek L. » A A
. "But;th'e most importent and memorable event in’
.conpection with Lord William®Bentinclrs Governor- -
§ ship of Madras was thit which broughtrit to a sudden
and disagreeable termination—the Mutiny at Vellore.
_The cirt':\umstances relating to this occuprence claim
~ . moge'than passing notice, both from a historical add
na biographical point of view. They refer to one of
the most Yemarkable crises in our military history
in\Iudig, before the Mutiny, and they unquestionably
exercised a considerable influence on the Indian
career and character of Lord William Bentinck. 2
. . Vellore, at all times a considerable military station,
o lies west Jt the city of Madras, and not far istant
= = frprﬁ"Arcot, where Clive first revealed his military
' genius. It hac become of increased importamee by
having been chosen as thé place of residence for the
family of the famous Tipd Sultén. "The sons of E.}.\at

-

~1 Ag evidence bearing on Lord William Bentinck's footing with

_ the East Indin Company the. following passage from a letter from

5 Yiscoun® Castlereagh, dated § November, 1805, may be qubted : ¢ I

. have much pleasure in finding a dispositioy in Leadanhall Street

veory favourably to,consider your Tordship's measures. They are

~ impressed with your determination to act for yourself, to condust

the public business in its accustomed ¢hannels, and t1 treat them

' with Qespect. Every man in public life taust expect Rubs, mokre

el particularly when acting under a body so constituted.” Lord

2 William Rentinck’s own ofinion was given in a letter based on

this communication : ‘It is not easy fo~ me to give credit to this

assurance, however anxious I may be to do so. For I declure that

I have received no opinien of my conduct that his r.lr_ot been the

most arked ¢2nsure.’ w
"

Na
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resolute soldier—who, following the example of.h‘is
father Haider Ali, had endeavoured to compete with
us for supremacy—lived there in considera_.b}g stg,tfe
and luxury,surrounded by the few faithful retainers_
who had survived the storm ¢I Seringapatam. The

bounty of the Company provided the means of

enjoyment, - and it was onlj in consonance with

A

h€man’ nature if the memory of a former injury was ",

embittered instead of being softened by the materials
benefits of the hour. But although the Mahammadan
colony at Vellore was neither cordially disposed flor
well behaved—for on several occasions murders and
other acfs of lawlessness comypitted by its members
gave the Madras Government very serious anxieby__
and tfouble—its opportunities of ccnspiring” were
too few go altogether justify”the “pinion that- t.he“
disturbance was tfaceable to a systemfitic plot to
restore the family of Haid®r to the sovereign position
in Mysore. , = . ’ :

At the time of whith we are speaking, the Sepoys

.~ of Madras still represented the élite of the native

army. « They were the représentstives of the men -
who had fought vader Eyre Coote and put an end to"
Frerch pretensions at Wandiwash ard Porto Novo.
T}ey wexs thought & great deal of by-the Government,
and the Cﬁmpﬁ-ny" had regarded and trected sshem
very much as pampered children. But at the begin- ¢
ning of the century; new views were. coming iutb
force 1n military circles in India. What had seemed
good cpbugh to the old .Cémpany officers like. ‘

/ ‘ Ll
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~

_Lawrence and Munro, could not find toleration wih
English officers accustomed to the severer discipline

_ and close attention to minute details in European

armies. These changed views bore fruit in the issue
of a number of 1‘egu1at}ons chiefly affecting the dress
" of the native soldier, and having as their main object
_the increased smartness of the Sepoy regiments‘on

. - parnde. In making these alterations there ¢hn e

“no doubt that too much consideration was paid to
the pipe-clay traditions of European armies, and
400 little to the prejudices and sentiments of the
native soldier.
On 14th November,-1805, an order was issued re-
, quiring the Sepoys to wear & new turban, the shape
of which pronfised“to ensure greater unifornfity in
- the: headgear of tae Madras army. It was followed
by a still more izaportant and less’ reasonable ehange
in a regulation published ¥arly in 1805, forbidding
the Sepoys to wear their caste marks and earrings
when in uniform: These alterasions, authorised with
o foolish absence of misgiving, were calculated to _
burt the feelings of theSepoys in their most su1scept-
ible part, in their religious and rase distinctions as
well as in socidl status, and* to irritate them ag~inst
the Government: The Commander-in-Chirf of the’
Madits sfmy, Sir John Cradock’, alter®ards Lord

"% Howden, was_mainly, if not solely, responsible for

this interference. 1 -
The dissatisfaction of the Madras Sepoys was not

"~ dong goncedled. In April 1806, the second battalion
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" of the 4th regiment of Madras Native Infantry, one of

¢ the most distinguished regiments in the service, re-
fused to°wear the mew tufbans sent for thtir use. .
This open &ct of muliny ocourred at Vellore, wghero.

(4]

the battalion®was quartered, nd revealed the dis-

content which was prevalent throughout the whole of
the Madras'army. Although the ill-considered action_

of the authorities was the cause of the insubordina-
tion of & hitherto well-conducted and distinguished
corps, it was impossible to overlook & flagrant dafiance
of orders by soldiers. In May, Sir John Cradock
ordered a Court Martial to assemble for the trial of
twenty-ene Sepoys, who had agted as 'ringlca,dera,fand

a

in order to overawe the native troops a regiment of .

Englir;h cavalry—the 1gth Dragdons—was ‘sent t0
Vellore.# The result of the frial "was that the two
principal offenders were sentence® to goo lashes
apiege, and then to be dismissed the army with
iggominy, while the others were pardoned.

Neither the severity to ®those punished nor the
clemency shown to those for‘given, howaeyer, aﬂuygd
the irfitation prevalent throwghotlt the natiye army’
of Madra$ Tn Jine, less than one month after the

-

o

o

Coult Martial, Sir John Cradock wis beginning to

eptertair® some apprehension about® the scarcely-

13

s

concealed discontent of the Sepogs, as to.whith he .

received alarming reports from mgre fhan one com-"

manding officer. Ineconsiderable uncertainty, as well

as anxiety,of mindy he applied to the Governor of ..
Madras Yo know what' was est to hé donmg, and o
Ly

.
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his application is susqeptible of ‘the construction thét *

he was willing to give way and sanction the with-

o dra.wa.l.;of the objectionable orders.” Lord*William
;Bent.],uek was in favoursof a fifmer attitude, sta.t.mg
that, whatever might“have been the sobjection’ to
™ passing the regulations in question, ¢ yielding in the
Jage of force was to be avoided’ And fhus by the
declglﬂn of the Government of Madras the unpopuléx
orders were upheld, and the discontent of the Sepoys
becam® md¥ré-intense.

OnoJuly 1oth the native troops at Vellore threw off
all the bonds of discipline and attacked their English
officers and the’ small English force in garrigon with
_them . The attack was skilfully arranged. Not only

o were the Efrofeans -surprised at the time when they

|e

LY
r

r

",

- Hndmsgumy Gy Lieut. -Colonel W. J. Wilson,

were least prepa.ré’d fof attack, but the Segoys cut
them off frof thy arsenal and magazine. Formany
hours the nucleus of the English force held out against
, their more numerous assailants without a.mmumblon
° - A summons was sent to the 19th"Dragoons to proeeed
to Vellore in hot haste, and they arrived in time to
relieve the bESIBgE@' before the Sepoys could sdd to
. the massacre of the unarmed officerssthe overthrow of
t.he small British force. Ther a complete and efi‘eet.ual
revenge was taken. The native ;eglmente were seats

-9 tered sin gll direcfions. Many huhdreds "of Sepoys

"‘Were killed along the roads. The ringleaders wha
wert not ‘slain 1eee1ved their deserts from a Cou.rt

< 1 The details of the fighting will be found in the Hlstory ef the

~ C ' -
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Martial less lenient than the qpe that hag met a fow
months earlier. There was a fear for a time that the

mutiny might extend from ¥ellore to Haidardh4qd ;'l:‘u_ut —

all danger @t the infportantystation of Secundeysbiq
was fortunately nipped in the’bud by the energy anq

tact of Colonel Montresqr. The objectionable orders™

as’ to dregy, however, were cancelled by the expyesg
&mmand of Lord Willigm Bentinck, and the Vellore,
mutiny was at an end, except so far as it might gerve

as an ‘historical warning of what happend? fifty years

later on a far larger and more terrible Scale in

Bengal,

A spgeial Commission was éuly appointed to eriti-
cally examine and formally record all the circum,,
stances that led up to this mutipy, £hd Bfter s long
examingtion of Witnesses it ‘assighed two causes for
the ntutiny, (1) the regulations as te dress, and (2) the
residence of the Tipu f?mily at Vellore. Sir John

Cradock, who ‘would naturally not be disposed to -
consider the former 4s the real cause, declared that in 7

his opinion ¢ the turban grievance’ was & mere pre-
text, and that the idea of r;-esmblishing & Muham-
madan dfnasty was the main motive and ohject of the
mubineers. On the oth®y hand, Sir*Thomas Munro,
?ho kmew Madras, better Jhan any other officer,

gave his Gpinfon® when asked bygLord Williard Ben- g
tinck, that ¢ the turban grievgnee’ wag the sole caus¢”-

-
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of the mutiny, andethat there was g popular Belfef
thatit wag the preqursor of g scheme for the forcible _ R

convergibn of the natives to Chfistia,nity. «" Sir '?;homas -
] )
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Munro held very strongly the opinion that it was not
a Muhanfmadan plot at all, and scouted the‘idea of -

. the Tipti family having any hand in it.
.» But the Honoumble «Court of Directots: were Dot
satisfied with the attitide of their représentatives at
= Madras in face of one of the most unpleasant inci-
_dents in the whole experience of the Oﬁpan,‘y It
o o wasgbad enough that the native soldiers, upon Whom
they prineipally relied to support their authority,
should shéw- sighs of insubordination, but it was
infinitely worse that that insubordination should be
provoked by acts of their own executive, and that it
should be successful im its object, for the olsnoxious
;egulatmns were withdrawn. The opinion in Leaden-
« Rall Street was ot p:lerely that the Madras authorities
had not shown thémselves equal tQ the oceu..non, but
"« that they did ndt realise }he serious consequences
that might have arigen from the mutiny at Vellore.
. That feeling inspired the most severe passages in the
, 5 censure conveyed by the Court’s letter of 15th April,
1807:—

L

n

.. ATtsecms to us that ‘the Government, considered genemlly,
" did not exercise the dmcemment and vigflance which all the
circumstances of fhe time 1equ1reﬂ With respect to Rord, ~
°William Bentincle Of the uprightnegs of his interlions and
.n'- his” regerd for our service we have no Qoubt, aid we have
“had pleasars in expressmg our satisfaction with different
;" measpres of his fovefnment, but others, which we felt our-
selves obliged in the course of the last year to disapprove,
° o, -impaired our confidence in him, and ifter weighing all the
. cdnmde)tq\hons “connected with the business of Vellore, we felt

C 2 - o ~
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o:rselves unable longer to continues that confidence to him

which itris o necessary for a person holding his situation to

- -
[]

possess.” ©

This despatch was Tantamount to the recall of,Lord

William Benfinck from the Gﬁvernorship of Madras,

and it was accompanied by peremptory orders? for ~

its immediate effect, which he felt very keenly .a3_
Emou;t.ing, in his own words, to ‘summary remgval.’,
He ceased to be Governor of Fort St. George oft
11th September, 1807. He complained *bitttrly of
the want of consideration shown him, ‘the orders
of the Court being issued without waiting for the
explanstion of the officials accused, and no arra,"nge-
ments being made for his passage to Europe, which
he owed to the courtesy of Ehe'&aptﬁinﬂof a."Britisnh
man-ofsivar who_ happened to be on the Madras
staticn. Before leaving Madras, Lord William Ben-
tingk, with that regardgpbr the welfare of his friends
which never left him, entrusted their interests to Mr. _

! The resolution passed by the Board of Directors reads as follows:
. Thuué"h the zeal and integrity of ayr present Govetnor of Madras,
Lord William Bentinck, are deserviflg of ‘Gur approbation, yet being
of opinion Chat circrnstances which have recently come under our
congideration render it expedient for the interegts of ourservice that

*a new arrangement of our Government of Fort St. George shquld |

take plac&without delay,sve have foJt ourseles®under the necessity

of determining tflat "his Lordship should be remosed, awd we do *

hereby direct that Lord Willinm Bentinck be removel accordingly 4

Lox:d. William Bentinck returned #n the Pittp Captajn Buthm'sg:’
which vessel was only leat him after ho had made a strong pe?'so?ml
Eg:i,ﬂo;ﬁ%::::y grounds, to the Admiral on the station, Sir
Algiers?

[a)
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afterwards Viscount Exmouth, , the captor of” .
i >
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William Petrie, senior member “of Council, who su- -
oer:',ded bim ez officio pending the arrival, of his
successpr. On his return 4o Europe he sent his native )

) ﬁsé\orehta.ry, ‘Mitiah, a gold snuff-tox in remsmbrance of

their official connexiofs. The following extract from

a letter from one of the highest civilians at Fort St.

ngm_‘ge, is of interest as showing what vg;:,B thought

gt M#dris at.the time of the Court’s action on tke
Wellore business :—

4 _.ésﬁit affects the interests of my Honourable Masters
under® this Presidency I consider it a public misfortune, and
as it respects your lordship individually I consider it an
unjust and indecorous prejudication of a casenot understood.’

- Afterhisreturn to England he presented in February,
1800, a memorial te-the Court, of which the following
is the most important passage:— ., G

¢ The mutiny at Vellore cannc”be attributed to me directly
or indirectly, but I d5 assume to myself the merit, by a

» resolute adherence to a wise principle, an adherence in *he

face of obloquy and opposition, of having re-established
order and confidence; of baving thus averted the numerous -
" calamities which the doption of an opposite system o policy
would have entailed on Indis, and vitimately on Great
PBritain ; and abeve all of having saved the national ghar-
o acter from disgsacg. And what has been my recompense?
I'have, been, removed fron my situation, and cendemned~a8

n,

-

3 " . . N
\%.an accomphice in mtasures with which I had no further

concern than to obvicte their ill consequences. My dismissal
was effected in & manner harsh aitd mortifying, and the
. forms which custom has prescribed to soften the severity of
» misfprtune’at all events sufficiently severe wei'e, on this

-
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sifigle occaa.ion violated” as if for the eXpress purpose of
deepening my disgrace. Whatever have been my egrors, they
surely havp not merited a punighment than which a_heavier
could hardly have been awarded to the most wretthed iti-
capagity or she most criminal negligence. Under thes€ oir--

cumstances I present myself to your notice. I take it for _

granted thaty the Court of irectors have been misinfor med,
and'that to Place the question before them in its true light _

i#®to obfain redress. My claims are not extmwa"n.nt gta.te .

them, and I trust moderately. I have been severely injured~
in my eharacter and feelings ; for these, injuries I ask re-
paration; if, indeed, any reparation can atone for fee]rﬁ’ga
to deeply aggrieved, and a character so un.;uatly com-
promised in the eyes of the world 1

Lol

Notmthstnudmg this appeal the Court did mot
withdraw their censure or offer. himethé repdration
which hg claimed at their harfds. " Their reply stated
that “ while again ®xpressing their senseof his lord-
shlpa uprightness and %eal, and disclaiming any
mtentlon of ,personal disrespect, they still adhered to
their original view, end regretted that greater care

23

and caution had not been exercised in examining info

"
° a "r

! In the gear folh;}ving the presentation of the memorial to tfe
Court Lord William Bentinck published it, stating his reasons in
tha ‘A dvertisement.” ‘I should think it umusﬂ)oth to myself ngd
tny friendsy if I neglectad. to place within the weach of every in-
quirer tho means »f frofing a corrbet Jjudgment on the gircufa-
stances of that event. It will at least b snt:a!’aow"y to me to
know that if the subject should aggin eycite odiscussion, either
private or public, there will not be wanting an authentic testimony
of theepart which I acted on that occasion, of the principles by

which I was guided, and of the manner in which my measures -~ -~

influenceg Yhe general course and result of affairs.’ A e
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the real sentiments_and d.ispc:sition of the Sepoys =
before measures of severity were adopted to, enforca -

the order respecting the use of the new- turban.’

But a.lthough the Diregfors of sthe East sIndia Com-
pany rejected Lord William Bentinck’s a.ppea] “and
™ refused to grant him the amende he claimed at their
hands in 1809, they atoned for this ha,rahn-; eighteen
yem*]aﬁér when they entrusted to his hanils tke
mha.rge, not of a single Presidency, but of the whole

of India. »+, = 3
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CHAPTER III : -

~  MiriTARY SERVICE AND RETURN 7o IfDI&

BeroRe Lord William Bentinck's petition 40 the
Court of Directors for reparation for his dismissal
after the Vellore mutiny had been received and re-
jected, he had been entrusted with fresh active"em- -
ployment by the Government of his country, and
was thus provided with the best. curerfor"his thjured ~
feelings,. While governing Madres he had attained
in the-natural cowrSe of promotion the rahk of Major-
General in the army, an® when he reached England
in 1808 he found that the preparations were far ad-
vanced for assuminga vigorous offensive in Portugal
and Spain. During the earlier part of 1808 he corfi-
manded in Essex, but he soliditedactive e?:nployment,'
and in Avgust of,that year he was appointed to the -~
staff, of Sir Harry Burrard. Soon afier the landing
of the force commanded by that offigemin Portugal Ba 2
vas sent by Sit Hew Dalrymple on a special ission A
to Madnd to concert with the Spamah authorities the!™.’
more vigorous Plan of action " rendered necéssary by
the mmme_nt approach of Napoleon, who left Tilsit, =
after dividing the sovereignty of the Jworld with

th ]
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Russia, to assume in person the charge of the Spanith "

campaigm Lord William's efforts were only par-

. tially smecessful, as the Spanish commanders proved .

nnequal to devising any hearty"or effectual co-opera-
tion with us, and the ‘rapid advance ef the French
™ on Madrid diserranged the plans that had been formed,
~and converted all ideas of an intended oﬁ'enswe into
o thosg “of & strict defensive. 9
¢ TUnder these circumstances the British Commis-
signerd cotild-do nothing better than quit the Spanish
camp-and hasten to join the English army with which
Sir John Moore was advancing into Spain from
Northern Portugal. Roth the inadequacy of Spanish
po-operation and the magnitude of the French plans
rendered it p:udent to convert that advance into

a prompt retreat. Bentinck took an active, part in
the retreat to the coast, and at the battle of Corunna
he commanded the brigade ‘composed of the 42nd and
soth regiments, which bore the brunt of ;the fighting.

< He was honourably mentioned in the despatches of

Sir John Hope, who succeeded to the command on

"the death of Moofé. Having been promoted.to the
rank of Lieutenant-General, he served inr the fol-
lowing year uxder Sir Arthr Wellesley in Portagal.
His special kiiowledge, of continental armies led to
his eing,sent to.Germany to raisé a foreign legion,
a task of no, ordinary difficulty considering that
Napoleon was then master ofCentral Europe, but
. which he succeeded in accomplishing. He was con-
‘sequeutly iinder Wellington’s orders for only a very

.
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" glort timé, and when he finished his German com-
- mission.he was entrusted with a separate and inde-
) pendent eommand of much tesponsibility. =~ ¢
The islané of Sicily, which, was given to Savqy by,

the ‘Treaty of Utrecht and efchanged by that state

for Sa,rdinjg with the Neapolitan Bourbons, had been ©

one of the objects of Napoleon’s ambition in the
Meditérranean. Nelson had prevented the réalifation |,
of his plans so far as they were controlled by the seap
but thé establishment of the kingdom of Neplescunder
Joseph Bonaparte and his successor Murat compelled
the Bourbons to take refuge in Sicily, which thus
acquired, increased importance from tfie desire of the
French to acquire it and from our measures to thwart,

them. From the year 1806 to 1815 the independence =

of Sicily, was only preserved” by the presence of a
consideraible English garrison, and the officer in com-
mand of this force exercised a sort of discretionary
co;:ttrol over,all the acts of the Government of the

island. £ ;

In 1811 Lord William Bentinek was appointed fo
the command of the English':trobjps in Sieily. The
internal #ffairs of the island, and the expectations

 formed as to a diversion®from it into Eastern Spain
exercising a favourable and decisive itfluence on the

general war in the Peninsula, cpmbined, to Rnake -

the post of special importance,and, to gttract marked ™

attention to its occwpant. Lord William Bentifick

was thus -Eroﬁded with an opportunity of much _
personal distinetion, and of ta.kfng a considerable and- - i

n
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definite part in the great struggle which rwa,fs goitlg
on in every quarter of Europe. Perhaps it mvas his -
mlsfortyne that his new Ppost held out so many at-
tiacbg,ve opportunities of-drawiry Europesn attention
to-his proceedings, an& prevented his subordinating
“ all his efforts to Wellington’s, main schemg in Spain.
H:;.d he devoted all his attention to co- o&xera.tmg in
East;ei'n Spainewith that commander there is no doulst
that he would have placed his military reputation
on, a firmef basis,"and that he would have contributed
moteclargely than he did to the material ends of
the war. Napier's estimate of his character here
suggests itself, and may explain to the reader how
it came about that he disobeyed instructions, and
" showed an’ingbility to subordinate his will to the
plana of others—‘a man of resolution, capacity and
spirit, just in his;actions, and a.hhmm.g oppréssion,
but of a sanguine impetuous dJsposltlon
The first year of Lord William Bentmcksresldence
2 in Sicily was employed in the organisation of the
Steilian army, which was raised to an effective strength
‘of 10,000 men, whil® the English garrison ameunted
" to half as many more. Asthe English fleetprevented
all Possibility of hostile attadk, this considerable force
was consigned " t¢ inaction at a.ﬁpenod when it was
°NL essent;&l tg throw gvery available man into the field
\\a.ga.mst the dgspot of,the continent. The Italian
to6ps made a good show on the parade ground and
.. ~ great expectations were formed of their rcapa,clt.y to
~ ‘take a creditable part in the serious operations of
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war. When Lord William Bentinck arrived in Sicily

- the main task he had to accomplish was tosorganise

as strong an Anglo-Italiar® expedition as he; coulfl,
and to make a descént on the coast of Catalpnia:
Thefe is no deubt that great fesults were anticipated

from this diversion on_the French flank, and the ~

disappointsient of the Duke of Wellington at the

rlreagre outcome was in proportion to the hopes févmed .

as to its consequences. c e

But' before Lord William Bentinck could give his
attention to military matters he had to composk a
political difficulty of a pressing nature, and one with
which bis character and opinions? fitted him ‘pre-
eminently to deal. The Queen of Naples, who, under
the influence of Lady Hamilton, had¢ refidered such
useful service to Nelson while' Frarite was still power-
ful o the sea, was neither the wispst nior the most
forbearing of rulers wheli left to her own discretion.
When that .influence was withdrawn she seems to

have imbibed an idveterate dislike of the English .

name and policy, and it has been stated that whén
she sew an Englishman she, felts the guillotine at”
her neck.® An explanation of this changed feeling has
beer attempted by alleging that after the marriage

3 L:]

" Blaquierg, an txeellent authority, refors to the exciterment “in

Bontinek’s appointment, It is interssting- to pbserve that when
he first arrived in Sicily he formed certain definite op”inions," arfd
that ke then hastened hack to England in the Cephalus frigate to
impress them upon the Government, and to obtain

authority for his subsequent measures, - o~
K [
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Bicily and the popular hope in the is@nd on IRrd William =
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of Napoleon with the Arch-Duchess Marie Louie

shp wished to come to terms with him. Buba more

~ probable explanation is®that she saw im® English

«scendency in Sicily an insuperable obstpcle to_ the

_, assertion of those privileges which alone rendered

“ the possession of power of any value. For,the Italian

~, Bourbons, expelled from their mmnland,,possessmnﬂ,

" o» endqa.vm.l\red to assert in Siecily, without rega.rd To

insular pnvxletres, all the arbitrary power thay had
exercised at Naples.

THis mode of proceeding gave rise to an amount of
popular indignation that threatened to lead to dis-
turbances, if not to civil war, and the firstiduty of
#he English commander was to terminate these do-
mestic troublas and. to reorganise the administration.
Sieily required nothing less than a new conotitution,
and it was very tuch to the eredit of Lord William
Bentinck that he drew up one which gave general
satisfaction, and which averted grave dynastic and

- * popular trouble. The Queen of Naples was deposed;

the King, whose incapacity was notorious, voluntarily

.. rtasigned in favourof kis son, and the Crown Prince

was raised to the throne, while a Hiyuse of Yarliament

" was formed ori the basis of our own. The Burons

were reca.]led to Falermo, and the Queen was forbidden

- to enter that city~while Lord William Bentinck was

declared _Captain-@eneral of all the troops. The new

» constitution was proclaimed amid popular applause
~ .~ to the Sicilian Parliament on July 20, 1812.

~ * Thsge internal affairs being settled, the projected
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*" descent on Catalonia then came,on for practical con-

" sideration. But on the eve of the departure of the )

" Sicilian army Lord William Bentinck allowed his
attention {6 be attricted to another object which.
promised in Ais eyes to achi€ve greater results and _
to exercise,a more decisiye influence on the European
strﬁgg_le thign his active intervention in S uinﬂ. He
18ceived letters from the Russian Admiral; Tehighaghoff, ~ -
requesting his co-operation with a Russian army thed
quartéred in Southern Russia, but with® which e
proposed to march across Bulgaria to the Adtiatic,
and thence crossing the ses to effect the ]jberatign of
Ttaly. Jt was Lord William Bentinck’s favouriteidea - =
to promote the emancipation of Italy, and when this
visionary scheme wag submitted, to Rim Tor supporp °
he yielged to the temptatign, and dismissing the
thoughty of Catalonia REepared tofembark with all
his yesources on the new Italian,adventure suggested
by the Czar's representative, Not merely did he ,
thus delay the arival in Spain of the much-expected ¢ -

-+ and sorely-needed reinforcemgnts from Sigily, but by
Taising the sum of four milléon "Tollars at Gibraltar’
and Minofea for the benefit of the Russian expedition
be depleted the most “convenient Tnoney ma,rl::et, =
and added greatly to Wellington’s difficulties at the
most eritical period of the Peninsulas War. Well%lgton 4 :

0
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the practical wax after all was in Spain, e o Toe
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CAMPAIGN IN CATALONIA -y

Nothing came of the proposed Russian descent on
+ Italy. The Russian army did not carry out its march
" _ to the- Adriatic, and A(miral Tchighachoif’s plans
- * fadedinto the air. Lord Williaih Bentincxk thus found
) . himself at liberty in th antumn of 18.2 to despatch
" to Catalonia the Anglo-Sicilian expediticu which at
_ an earlier date would, to say the least, have arnved
~  ~more opﬁ‘brtlmdy Lord William Bentinck did not
Take personal command of the first expedition in 1812,
which™ was not ‘well managed, and effected little,
althoagh the French had the worst of the one engage-
ment of any importance, at Alcoy. In the following
- year, however, he arrived from Sicily with a atronger
force, increased by part of the garrison of Minorea.
Sir Frederick Adam acted as second in command, and
was placed at the head of the advance .brigade.
Marshal Suchet ¥ras detached from the main Frénch
army to hold the English expedltmn in check, and
- he carried out his instructions with skill and sug-
'~ 7 cess. The English were successful in several minor
affairs and. .advanced as far as the pass of Ordal
Here the French artly orposed them in force, anu after
some fighting the English were olliged to retreat.
Short.ly after tRis repulse the Anglo-Italian expe-
dition sailed bdck'to Sicily »e infectd, and it cannpt
\be sail that Bentinck's military mputn.tlon was en-
’ha‘nced by this.campaign. It may however be stated
ifl fairness that Napier, in his ciiticism of this side-
- - ~incident in the war, thmws most of the blame on
- Slr Fy Leclerlc‘ir Adam.

~ -
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" The return of the Anglo-Sicilian expedition to its

. starting-point was followed by the revival in a more
practical form of the contémplated expeditien into

Italy, In March, 1614, when Napoleon's fortuneg
were shattered and he could v7ith despairing courage
alone defepd the approgches to Paris, Lord William ©
Bentinck, «gho had previously concluded a convention .
with Murat for his retention of the kifigdém of .
Naples, landed at Leghorn at the head of 7000 mer:
and called upon the Tuscans to effoct 4hé liberation
of Italy. He marched rapidly along the coast”via
Spezia to Genoa, which the French garrison, although
nearly @s numerous as his qwn fotce, surrendered
without any resistance. As a military achievemen,

this campaign, in which Lord Williai?, Bentinck had -

the co-gperation of an Austrian afmy under General
(aftefwards Princ35 Nugent, was thesmosf successful in
which he was ever engaged. Yet even on this oceasion
his impulses led him to exceed his instructions, i
His instructions tvere to observe a very discreet -
attitude towards the Italian people, whose aspiraticns
towards liberty and unity frere beginning to find
expressidh, and # do nothing to fetter the hands of
Jheeallies in disposing of Genos at the general peace.
]E_u_ﬂ'. his ardour outstripped, his diseretion and in- "

<n

structions, Hb was keenly alive to the injurls and - 0
aspirgtions of Italians, and he was one of the ﬁrstﬂ/“
English statesmen %0 believe that Ttaly could ggain ~ *

be reawakened into g nation. Instead, therefore, of

conforming to his instructions, which were. dictated , ‘

" F
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out of consideration for the natural expecli'.a.tiona O »"

' Austria and the Bourbons, he called on the Tusgans to

> eﬁ'é'ci. the liberation of Itely, and after the capture of

- n

~

(‘eno;r. he not only declazed Italy free, butrhe restored
the constitution which had formerly pr@vmlecl there.
- *In his stirring address to the Genoese he said:—
¢ Warriors of Italy! only call a.nd we will hgﬁ!en to your
o rehef and“then Italy by our united efforts shall becomd
what she was in her most prosperous period and what Spain
now s o i : .

Te would take too long, and would be outside the

purpose "of this volume, to explain how it was that

<  Lord William Bentincl was induced to beligve that

the moment was opportune for the revival of Italian

o mdependend'e gnd that he might take a leading part

in executing ‘this "schefoe. But there is aundant

evidence in his cogrespondence to show that theidea

originated with the Smdmﬁn minister, Alessandro

, Torri, and that it was encouraged by the Duke of

n Orleans, afterwards Louis Philippe, King of the

French. The letters from that prince, who, having

_ ‘married the Princess Marie Amalie of Naples, found

" his most convenient residence at Palermo, reflect the

hlgﬁest credit cn his politicil intelligence, andn~are

mmked by & pessonal regard for Lord William®

c\,\Bentmt-.k that contjnued “unabated t5 His dédth. But

<" the advice they, coptaingd was incompatible with the

" r0aliation of the military planp which would  have

_ thrown against the French in Spain all the British

- resourg,es that were to be found in the Mediterranean.
n D

3
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Une extract will illustrate the, nature of this corre-
spondence. In a letter dated 24th January 1813, he
advised “Bentinek to ¢ witladraw his troops from Ali- =
cante to Mahon, as, Whilst at Alicante, you are always
exposed to sez them pounced fipon by the great Eagle -
of Ciudad Rodrigo* (Wgllington). CE
The seefgt memorandum (20th January, 1812) wjthﬁ .
the Hereditary Prince Francis of Sicily, vho, as_
described, was elevated to his father’s position under
the new constitution, stipulated thatethb olfject, of
a descent on Italy should be the freeing of theewhole
of Italy, and that the people should be left to select
their omn constitution. When thess views became .
known at the Foreign Office they were not received
with favour, but for a time Lord Willjam Beﬁtinck:s n
explanetion that they were ﬁecesﬁary to procure the
assistance of the people of Italy was accepted. When
he awrote, ‘ hated as Murab is, the old dynasty is more
s9,’ the werds were not accepted literally. Lord
William Bentinck fwas assumed to be carrying out »
his diplomatic mission at thaﬁcourt of thg Neapolitan
Bourlions, whereas he had been"%eized with a great
idea, and was vecy much in earnest. %
<he more closely the events and Telations of "the
¢ontending parties in Italy ap that tinfe are considered n
the more diffident will any one he to say,tha% Ben- .~
tinek’s project was chimerical, If England had made >
Italy, instead of €pain, the base of its Bpera%ioﬂs ’ -
against France, the inﬂuencen We exercised on the Lon

continental struggle might have been® still; more .

¥ ™ - ©
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o decisive than it was, and from the Ttalian people we -

should have received far greater gratitude than we .~
odid from the inhabitants’of the Iberian peninsula.
But grand as was the iea of Italian unity in 181 2,
a:md feasible as the projoct might bave Decome under

the auspices of a great militery genius likn Welling-
ton, we are constrained to admit that Lowg William

* ~Bentipek Was “not such s commander, and that al- A
though asa statesman he realised what could be done,
he did %ot possess’ as a soldier the qualities to carry
out his moble project. He was the first English
statesman to conceive the idea? of a modern kingdom
- of Italy, and to take sorne steps towards creatimg one,
But he would have been more practical and better
© advised if he had sufordinated his judgment to the
Duke of Welljngton and driven Sychet (as ho could
have done if he had employed_all his resources) out of
Catalonia in 1812, From a worldly point of view
~Louis Philippe was a bad adviser wher he wrote
~  "entreating him to be careful not to let the Anglo-

Sicilian forces ‘be extracted from their peninsula for -

». the benefit of the otBer one.” k

-

a s ]
! This was the mgre remarkable ecause he was on the mpst
fordial terms with Agstriun notabilities. Marshal Count Bellegarde, ~
who commanded in 18f3-4 in Lombardy,. refgrsﬂin his letters to
“etheir caFier intercourse d;n the most cordinl torms. Count, after
s vards Prince,gl'ugant was his most attached friend. The Archduke
3 - Francis D'Este of Agstri® grandson of the Empress Maria Theresa, .
nna, in right of his mother, representative 3f the last Duke of Este,
confided all his plans to him, and when he recovered the State of
Modena requested Bentinck's*congratulations. His gelerous recog-
“ nition ofthe merits of the Austrian army has been already quoted.

5 2 "_ ~ " n
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. ° It must. not be supposed that Lord William Ban-
‘e tinck's work in Italy was insignificant. After o 2ain-
ing posSession of Genoa ard restoring its indépendent ~ *=
. constltutmn, he sent a small expedition to Corsiea,
and a Gener2l to act in his nfme and that of England
to Milan.e Both missions were crowned with complete
sucegss. **The Corsicans expressed the wish to become
ritish subjeects, and the Milanese sﬁ‘ppo?ted A pror
POSIﬁiCln ! to make the Duke of Cambmdge King 5f
Ttaly, with which scheme it was ©consideved .the
Emperor of Russia was certain to be sympéthetic.
It will be seen from these facts that Lord William
Bentinek's project was far from visionar s and that
the idea of an united Italy was first put forward in-a
prominent and authoritative Jnapner 'by Lord Willigm ~
Bentuf-k It injyred him ma.termlly with his Govern-
ment.  The idea of an {ndependerft Italy was incom-
patible with the restoration of the status quo effected
st Vienna.” He ceased to exercise the command over-
the British forces in the Mediterranean on 24th May,” -
* 1815, and when he presented. himself at Naples in the
foIlowmg September he was réfused permission- to
land; Lord Caftlereagh a.cqmescmg in this step on
o th® ground that a dangemua use mlght have been.
wade of his pame» His sustainéd Interest in Ttaly
was shown by his taking up his msidencenut Fxorence/"
his studying the Italian lafguage, and by. his corre- . Te
spondence and infercourse with some of the most -

L] - an
prominent, public men of Italy. . ) -
! General Macfarlane's letter to Lord Willinm Ban.i:‘mck. &
° . °
L] : o' . o n
° & " " " .
- i '® . L ] " @ - H_
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He resumed his conpexion W1th English pubhc life -
as membar of Parliament for Lynn, but he seems to _

= have devoted his attenticn mainly to the affairs of
]tlﬂy and Sicily, where the constitution he’had drawn
up was set aside very aoon after his dzparture and
“the expulsion of the French from Italy. In the year
1819 he was offered the Governorship of-Fort St.
5% Georgkeaﬁh;a old post at Madras—but after considera?
tfon he refused this offer, because he considered that
to send hini back~to the post he had been refoved
frouf tavelve years before, under circumstances which
he felt to be unjust, would be no adequate reparation
. of & Wrong, and Would show no proper appreciation of
hjs own progress in political life and public reputation.
o In 1822, whe? the return of the Marquis of Hastings
from Bengal _was announced, he made a representa-
tion of his claims o be nominated his successorand
he did not conceal from his friends that he wonld
. regard his selection as a gratifying vindieation of his
»conduct in 1806. Lord Liverpool did not recognise
the connexion between the two passages, and perhaps
as the result of his p‘r‘ouc], declaration® that he took no
steps to influence a vote, his claimswere ignored in
favour of Lord Amherst, who'had led our second and

ahort.lve Embassy 4o the Court of China. It was this”
"N apphcsﬂ.mn, that curiously enough brolight *him into
73" connexion with, James MMill, the historian. In Mis.
" Glot¥’s Life we are told that ‘Mill thought him the

"o
"

o

o, © ! Hisold friend Louis Philippe wrote of these events, ¢ You have
~ ghown murself o8 frank and honourable as you have always been.’
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" Pest cand-idate, and so did every one else, but feéﬁed

- he had no chance.” The fear proved acenrate, but

althougk he was not destined to be Amherst’s suc-
cessful competitor, h¢ was nominated his successor in
1827, and he was then brought into personal com-
municatiop with Mill, {o whom he made the curious’
confession; ‘I must confess to you that what I have
Gver read amounts to very little, anch that it is not_
without pain that I can read anything” To Mil,
perhaps on account of this confession, le appeared
‘awell-intentioned but not a very well-instructed raan.’
Lord Amherst’s Governor-Generalship was marked
by the Burmese war, which, o, account of its expense,
was unpopular with the Court of Directors, and it-
closed with a large deficit, which was a veéry un- -
pleasany fact for the Compsny to face at a moment
whex- 1t had to‘contemplate thg reduction of its
respurces. The absolute necessity of economy and
financial reform led it to think of the special care
Lord William Bentinck had always shown. in regu--
lating finances, and to form the conclusion that
a reforming and peaceful rulec might be a more
useful répresentstive under the prevailing circum-
_stances than one of thetype and temper of Wellesley
and Hastings. Accordingly, in the cummer of 1827 the”
‘ourt seléeted T6rd William Bentinck as ity Gogernor- -
General in succession to Lord Ambherst, thus healing ">
the sense of injury in Lord William's mindin o fatis-
factory manner.
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¢ ALTHOUGH appointed to the Governor-Generalship
in_July?, 1827, it was exactly twelve monthy later
that Lord William Bentinck reached India. His
predecessor, Lord Amherst, left India early in March,
<> 1828, and in th¢ interval the functions of the head of
the administration were discharged by Mr. William

c Buttarwort!i Bryley, then the chief representative of
an Anglo-Indmn family*which has ngen many distin-
guished men Yo tlee public service. On July 345 v828,

the appointment of Lord William Bentinck as Go-
vernor-General, and of Viscount Comhprmma—the

« captor of Bhartpur —as Commander-in-Chief, was
announced in Caleutta with the accustomed ceremony
and salutes. The fsrmal proceeding attached 4o the

- asaumptmn of respons:bxht.y for the goverament of
India was them of the simplest and least strilsing

¥ character. It corsisted of a notice formally recorded”

‘%\ among the, minutes of Government tlial* theGovernoi-
-"h-r.:‘-

4 » 'In this same amorth diéd Sir Thomas Munro, Governor of

Xadras, Lord William Bentinck was in entire agreement with
him on the subject of the rdyatwdr{ land-settlement, and Munro's
opinion on thy causes of the Vollore mutiny has.already been
~ quotad-u %

-] - n
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" General acknowledged to have received an ext.ract
. from a Public General Letter from the ©ourt of
Directors, dated Apn] 5, 1793, and expressed lma
acquiescence thereto.” The proclamation of the néw
Goverpor-Gerferal was followerd by the arrival of the
customarydetters of congratulation from the princes of &
Indsgy.and‘ the neighbouring states, among whom, it _
ma.y be stated that the King of Delli, tife Rijd of
Nepé.l and Ranjit Singh of the Punjub were pro©
minent. LI
When Lord William Bentinek reached Ca‘cutta,
India was enjoying a brief interval of repose after

many years of internal and exéernal warfare. Butthe -~

costly Burmese war had placed a severe strain on the
finaneial resources of the countryhand”t,he most press- ~
ing mabter of the day was to resfore ap ethbuum
betwesn the revenue and the exp@nditure. In 1828
thes expenditure exceede‘g the receipts by more than
agcrore of fupees, or one million sterling. It was .
essential to remove this deficit, and economy was the
~ first article in the programme of the new ruler, for, “to
use tife words of Sir Charles Metc ife, ‘the Government
which allows thig to go on in time of peace deserves
.any’ punishment” Although the Cotrt of D;rectora
hgd been very emphatic in their ifffuhctions to Lgrd
William Bentfnck to economise ;and to #est@re the /’
finances of India to a satisfactors footing, their in-
structions and suggRstions as to how this was to Be
done were gxceedingly vague except in one particular. -
On the subJect of the reduction of Batfa ther Court

A - ~ ~ ~

-
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gave the most positive and precise ‘instructions,’
althouglethe amount to be saved was trifling and the,
X umbmg'e given to a latge body of theirservants

excessive. The Batta difficulty was the first with
“hlch Lord William Bsatinck had to deal in Indm,
“ and the personal odium he qincurred from fmthiully

.. carrying out the orders of his employers dées neﬁseem
v to have wholiy left him during the seven years he

Served in that country.

-Batta, or moré correctly Bhét'ha, is a Hindi and
Matdthg word meaning ‘extra or additional pay.’
The Company, very soon after it commenced what
may be termed ‘its political career, had grantzd batta
%o its military officers. The amount varied with the
services rendered apd the place at which the efficer
happened to be stitioned. Thus full batta was given
for active service?within the Company’s territofigs. It
was doubled during any expedition or service beyond

- the frontier. When, however, the officer was stationed
" during peace at any place where quarters were pro-
vided for him, he only received half batta. Long -
‘usage hgd made th& officer regard this addition*to his

pay as his inherent right, and maiy of the highest
authont.les on the subject had declared that the Com-
pany’s officers,”eSpecially those of j Junior rank, cenld

q\- not possibly subsist on their ordinary pay if this

-

~

allowance wers reduced or withdrawn. Both the
Marquis of Hastings and Lord Afnherst had addressed

- remonstrances to the Court of Directors when they

‘were qdlrectcd to reduca the batta allowance, and

A2
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their i.n.ﬂulénce had been sufficient to postpone {he
change. 4
At length the Court of DZrectors would listen to no .

further objections, ard Lorc: William Bentinck. was
peremptorily -ordered to carry: out the reduction of
batta to one-half its fixed amount. He was left no ”
ptmn in- the matter, and he could only obey the
ordets which accompanied his appointroent. As Sir ~ -
Charles Metealfe truly said, ‘ the order was one whick
could not have been disobeyed unless we-could tell the
Court that we are supreme and they subordinato.”” In
November, 1828, an order was issued reducing the
batta allowance to one-half at,Dinipur, Barrackpur,
Berhampur, Dum Dum, and eventually at Ghézipur,
which were the five plmcxpal stations' of "the Bengnl n
army. Xt may be easy to u:nagme , but it is certainly
difficuit to descube, the commotidgh c&used by this
order among the ofﬁcers? of the, Company’s service.
Indignant remonstrances were presented by all the _
officers affected by the change, couched in ]anguaue "
that showed none of the 1est1amt imposgd by disci-
pline, and accusing the Governmeit of breaehaof faith.”
The Commander-a-Chief himself drew up & remon-
stradce, and these documents were forwarded to London
by Liord Wﬂlmm Bent.mek who stated in reply to the i
memorialists that it would afford him sineare gratifi- <
cation if the Court Bhould see fit o reconsider their —
orders.’ ok

But the Court of Directors were prepared for and . -

—_

unmoved by the clamour of their milifary officers.” -~
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The tone of the remonstrances was declared to ‘be”" o

unheconsing, and they asserted their right to xeduce or -

. to increase the pay of allspersons in their ensploy. In

o

theix final reply of March, 1830f they declayed that the ¢

reduction must be camgied out, and tkat it hatf the

® sanction of the Duke of Wellington and the other

members of the Government at home. This ortcl:ir was
publjshed in ¥ndia in September of the same year, aid

“definitely settled the question, although it could not

allay the irritation of which Lord William Bentinck
became, the principal mark and vietim. The saving
effected by this reduction was about £20,000 & year,
but it seems possible that the Court at ene time
thought of abolishing batte altogether, and that the
opposition ‘and agitation its first orders excited may
not have been barten of result in preventing:the exe-

cution of a moré sweeping measure. In oné'réspect

the batta question. threw light on Lord William
Bentinck’s character. During the whole of the con-
troversy from 1828 to 1830 the Caleutta Press teemed
with personal attacks on him, often of an abusive .

"nature, -but he never thought of using the laige re-

pressive measures in his power. It was af this time
that he said ‘h® knew of no subject which the Press
might not fredly“discuss’ When, however, the final
orders ofethe Couxt were to be pu‘tglighed, he decided

" that the geason of Aiscussion had passed away, and for

the first and only time? in his Iidian career he issued

! This appgrent inconsistency in his Press policy is fully ex-

~ " plaineilby Sir'John Kaye in his Life of Lord Metcalfe, pp. 253-4-

~
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a minute (Saptembel 6 1830) forbidding the Presa fo

comment upon the Court’s decree on the subjectof batta.
More ifaportant economies remained to be sﬁ‘ected . &

than the clipping of military pay, and by reductions m_

the administration of the land ~evenue, the Provmcml

Courts, and. the costly sgttlements in the Straits of 7

Ma.la.cdc_‘.;._, k&, proceeded to carry out the principal X

portion of the mission with which he had-been charged, ~ -

and to restore an equilibrium to the finances. But®
these measures of detail would have failed fo produge

a result commensurate with the expectations and he-

cessities of the Company, if there had not been executed

.~ " at the seme time a great reform of pPrinciple in"the
systematic employment of natives of India in adminis-,
trative offices which had hitherto feel reserved O
__exclusively for Englishmen. This Important change,

"~ which Wil come under GODSldel afion more appro-
priately at a later stage of Lord ~William Bentinck's
Inglian career, was rendered imperative by the cost of
a purely English administration and by the inability -

- of the Indian revenue to meet it. Economy in estab-
lishment and efficiency in 1evenﬂe-collectmﬂ might
have promded a.’pa.lhs.t.lve for the evil whth arose
frorii the incontestable fact that the cdnquests of the

- Coppany after Clive, however inevitable, were for_a )

time unprofitable from a revenue gfandpoint. There
was ne real cure save that applied, by Lord William ¢
Bentinck, and adoptéd by the Government and peopld !
of England as a cardinal point in their Indian policy. . _
Among the measures taken to effect ec%nom} may" -

—

=

-
2

e -~ At



-~

-

R

J

2

e e e

S certainty of deeision, were abolished, to the promotion
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be mentioned the appointment of two committees, one' " -
militarysand one civil, to investigate the whole expen-, *

diture ;and to report wherever reductions*could be

aade. At the same timé large feductiond yere ordered

in the military establiskments of the thite Presu{cnmes
® The Provincial Courts of Appeal and Cixeuit, which
had become proverbial for their dilatoriffiess and un-

“of justice and economy at the same time. While the
recomimentlations of the committee entrusted with the
supervision of the civil establishment resulted in the
eventual saving, after some years, of an annual sum of
half a million sterling~ the orders of the Cout for the
xeduction of its military forces retrenched more speedily
the sum of orf® million for the Exchequer. Tbe Go-
vernment very rightly Tooked to an increase of recelpts
as well as to a déerease of expenses for providifig the
way out of its difficulties. The settlement of theland
revenue in the North-West Provinces, efected by Mr.
Robert Mertting Bird, produced beneficial results, which
were not diminished by the establishment of a separate -

R

"Board & Revenue 4t Allahsbdd. This measurd, from

which the greatest benefits ensued; and of which it

 was said that' it ‘was completed upon princlples

epually condutivé to the improving resources of-the

_ stateoand the grewing prosperity and happiness of

the people,’ was net finally carried into effect until the
year 1833. It proved itself to be'a comprehensive and
successful scheme for raising an increased revenue

" from dthe soil of a large division of India.
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‘In another direction Lord William Bentinck took

- .importaat steps of enduring consequence for imcreasing

the reveriue from the much<eviled but indispensable
item of opjim. Ovef the Bengal produce the dEst,
India ompafiy possessed complete control, and as
long as Certral India was distracted by war the com- *

petlt}g,g ofthe opium-producing districts in that part )
of the country was not to be feared. But the clgse of

the Mar4th4 wars had led to a large increase in thé
production of Mélw4 opium, and unless Bengal Opium
was to be undersold by that exported from Indian
ports not subject to the Company, it was essential for
the Government to obtain some sharé in the profit of —
that trade and some control over its expansmn The
favoerite route for the export o'i;M{tl"va opium was
thr oughnR{stutﬁ.na to Kardchi, whence it was sent viA
Diu and Damén in ships flying Porfuguese colours to
China. It was quite clear that ag this opium was sold

ab a much Yower price than that from Patnd, the .

revenue of the Company would be adversely affected *

~ unless some measures could be taken tg divert the

exporf of M4lw4 opium to Bombay. 1\ &
Several tentat{Ve measures had been triéd, only

‘however to result in fmlme, before” Lord William _

Beptinck carried out a plans for liGnsing the diveet

-

conveyance of opium from M4lw4, to Bombay; thus
avoiding the circuitous route to Kaxcki, and ensuring ¢~

to the Company sdme share in the profit. Aftcy

numerous ajtempts to coerce the prmces and to de- .

prive the people of their Iegmmnte rights beca.uge they”

LR
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- placed $he matter on thesatisfactory basis en which

in the North-West, it «leserves all theveredit_due to
" a gkilful and successful piecg of practical a.dm&iat.ra.-
| tign. In close connexion with this opiufn arrange-
i S ment, and in some degree emanating from it, was the
Institution of an inquiry into the question of in-
ternal transit-duties, which, after Bentinck left'India,
resulted_in the abolition of those fetters on the com-
mercial development of the country. The economies
§ "= described, and the increased revenue raised, zesulted,
- before the departure of Lord William Bentinck, in
~ converting ‘whst had been a deficit of one million
into a surplus of two millions. , ™

and to introduce native agency into the dispensation
' . of justice claim passing notice, although it is right
- to state that the proposals upon which the Govern-
ment eventually took action were made and approved

_ _ before Lrd William Bentinck arrived in Indias The
Yt Provineial Courts, saddled with anbexcess "of duties,
_had proved unable to get through the work entrusted to
them. Arrears accumulated, accused persons, whether

. innocent o not, were detained in prifon for an un-
necessary period, sud the assessment of land_ could
oaly be fixed after long and tedious delays. With a

_ . view toremedying this state of things, magistrates and
. eollectors wero placed under the supervision of Com-

-

. _ .
en‘%roached on & treagured preserve of the Company, "~ ~
this_arrangement put an end to the difficulty, and ~

A jt.}ti.ll exists. Like the sdttlemént of the fand revenue ~

j _‘ " - - The measures txken to effect administrative7éfdrms

]
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» ™" yfastoners of Ravenue and Cireyit, who were to m:ike
= frequent tours within their Junsdlctmn, and to be
in constant touch with 4he people. Expeuence =
c shuwed the®wisdom f" depriving them of somefof e
" their j dlcml dunctions, and this led to the i mcle_asma-
importancg of the judgeg in the country, of whom, by ©
a change 4y the system of appointment, many were
{0 bé natives. Lord Cornwallis in his- settlement of 2
Bengal had given to Europeans, with insignificant
exceptions, the control over the cévil.ard criminal
jurisdiction, but it soon became evident that & saffi-
cient staff could not be maintained to deal efﬁcmntly
with thg work to be done. Hgnce tht deadlock frose —
that has been described. The only remedy for the
evil ﬁvas the employment of na.twes,mnd' after some «
years! delay in ta.kmg whaf was the very naturdl
“ courss*®of trymg or dmary nativg offonders by a
native tribuns!, native ma.gistlgtes were nominated
apd permitted to deal with the majority of those .
who broke the law. In 1827 ‘nearly nineteen- .
~ twentieths of the original suits instituted in the ci¥il
courte throughout the counffy*evere alrea.gy deter~
mined b nativevjudicial officers’ On thebeve also -~
,of Lord William Bentifick’s arrival én India a hew
m}d,hlgher gra.de of native judgesywith the styla oft
Sadr Anlins, was created, qua.hﬁed to hear qppeu.ls fc’/
from the ordinary Amins. .Thn; stgp was followed """
up by the_establishanent of a Court of Sadr Diwéni
and Nizimat Adélat at Allah{tbﬁd with authority to
hear a‘ppeala that- before its' c1eat10n..wou1d have :

o
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i had to be sent to Calutta. Although not primarify -

8 responsikle for these measures, Lord William Bentinck
o cordially approved of them, and supported every
" " projegt to give increased dignily and coénfidence to
the native judges. In this manner-was the co-
“operation of the natives of India securgd in' the
- department of government wherein it would produce
2 the most advantageous consequences, and be atteided
with "the fewest drawbacks. The employment of
natives of India-in trying their fellow-countrymen,
witl whose ways, and feelings they were thoroughly
familiar, was open to no possible objection, and con-
| =~ duced at the sarfle time,to both gconomy and despatch
in the disposal of business.
e It will bb -.sfpproPriatc at this stage to refer to
the intimete relatibns @hich subsisted betwesn Lord

i
|

. William Bentinclksand Sir Chaxles (afterwards Lord)

Metealfe, & man whg took % prominent part in the
£ reforms described and those to follovs, and who

o .

» carried out several of the schemes left over for final

oecution when Lord William Rentinck quitted India

i 1835. In the Qx”e:ﬁ work of entrusting larger
5 exccutive and judicial powers to>the ndtves Sir
Charles Metcalfo might claim®as prominént a placo as

"X ©phis chief, and it vas he yho first defined ia the  fol-*

o "
G lowing pagsages the best orgzmiss.tmn" for the joint
*«" European and Natige administration of India:— |

' [ 3 ~ .
LI ¢ The best form of governinent with a view to the welfure
» o~ * of the natives of India in their present state I believe to

~ “be that-whicl? is most simple and mat free from artificial
’ & : n B = =

-}

e

[}

Al



L]
Ll

..
§6 ®®  L0rRD WirLIANM BENTINCK ®
L]

iﬂstitution;. The best form of goyernment with g vieﬁ: to
the maiptenance of British dominion in India T believe to he
that whigh is most conducive to a union of powers and mogt
free from thq elements of wllision and counteractioh.’ P

.~
~

f:[? plan of government WRs—

* Native #functionaries ie the first instance in all depart-ﬁ
anen.tg’ Eu'l'opean superintendents, uniting the local pPowers
of judicature, police and revenue, in all their branches through A
the districts over which they preside. Commissioners oyer
them,nd a Board over the Commissignerg commuwicating
with and subject to the immediate control of the gq;re';-n-
ment,’ *

The gelations of these two wen with each othéy did—
not at first promise to attain the cordiality that they
evegtually acquired. The entries inohi§ diary show -
that, Si Charles Metcalfe was fafvoumably impresséd
with"he new ruler of India fronfthe first, bu they .« °
also bear testinﬁony to the fact fhat to all appearance
Lord Willism Bentinck did not reciprocate the feeling.
Three weeks after the Governor-General reached Cal...

- cotta Metealfe wrote, ¢ I like the little that I have séen

of ofir new Governor-General *Yery much—he is d
straightﬁarward,"hnnest, upright, benevolents sensible =
o ¥n;’ and again he wrote a few days 1a.€e’r,'he s ‘a .
veLry be::evole.nta,. unaffected, openfedndid, kind n}\.ﬂ,nn /
whom every one I conceive mugt like.’ ,Buf, while -
thus .cordially recognising leis merits he also notes, "+
with a tone of refret, the ahsence of all rosponse,
‘He and I do not approximate, which is rathey suy-

L
Prising to me, for many of our sentisents. are in
e ., o. ’ i " )
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cotimon with both of us’ The removal of this
coolness avas due, strangely enough, to the stimrulating ~”

7 effect of:a despateh from Lrord Ellenborough, the Presi-

Q(;len?.,,of the Board of Coftrof,-ch the subject of our

policy in India, which.,certainly entitles that.often-

~abused Governor-General to some share insthe credit

of the reformed administration with which’ the name

2 of Lord William Bentinck is specially associated. In
that Eespat.ch it is stated that—

S We ‘have a grent moral duty to perform fo the people of
India. W must, if possible, give them a good and permanent
government. In doing this we confer a greater benefit upon

“>the people of this Country4han in sacrificing the interests of
India to the apparent present interests of England. The
« real interests® of gboth countries ave the same. The_con-
valsion which wouldvdissotve their connexion would entail
much loss on u®and hring desolation upon India! ™«

On receiving this dﬂesps.tpchoLorcl William Bentinck

at once wrote to Sir Charles Metealfe in the following

" terms, and thus began that personal friendship and
clgSe political co-operation which continued during z
the remainder of they public careers — " '

~

.

o
-1

¢ A’nxioﬁs'as I must be to answer to this call, but sensible

. - at the same time of my own incompetency 20 the task, 1 an &

\\ % only obtain the irforduation Jiord Ellenborough wants-hy a
>; - recoursg” to_ greater experience and knowledge.” In this

. o dificulty I confidently apply to you for that assistance

* which no mén in {ndia’is better able to afford.’

n

. _ . From thab time forward Sir Charles Metcalfe, who
- succeeded Mr» Butterworth Bayley in November, 1829,
. ~ . R " n
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as Deputy-Governor and Vice-Pyesident of the Coufeil
—the Righest office in the service after the @overnor-
Generalship—was closely asmociated with Lord William
Belgt.inck in'all the acts of adtinistration. His adfice :

% every®occasion respegtfully sought, and when
Lor illsam Bentinck laid down in 1835 the functions”
o.f a.pmem'eqauthority, he accorded to this colleague a
most generous recognition. At the Calcutta dinner #
on the eve of his departure he said that he had ¢ ‘nevef
met with the individual whose intégriby, 11ber!ihty..of
sentiment, and delicacy of mind excited in a gréater
degree his respect and admiration.’

One of the first and not the least important ad-=""
ministrative measures carried out by Lord William
Ben#inck was the strenuous a.'qd systemn.tlc effort ©

wppress the Thags in their pmct.;ce of murder for

the purposes of robbery,, The complete success which  *
crowned the steps taken for this purpose in the first
year of his #dministration, and which were maintained ,
. with equal energy and vigilance during its whole®
« cotirse, rendey the suppressign of thagg one of the

most notabla a.c}.uevements of the Governor-Genergl- .

ship of Lord Wiftiam Bentinck. .
= The story of the proceedmrrs tdken acra.mst the

Thegs i told jn the fullest offidial detail in ﬁ.ve

voluries of manuacnpt records prgserved im the India .

Offick. Therein will be foufd net merely pa.rt.lculars e

of the eapture of tfle different gangs, exact reports of

the trials gnd sentences, and Jprecise returns of the . ~
expenditure entailtd, but also ganea.logical ta.hles of -

n

-
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the principal Thags, showing that their nefarious
trade hasl become’a family profession and gecrat. i
y Thag: is the Hindustani for ¢cheat, and the name
% strichly translated givea"’no Indication of their mode =
of perpetrating the dreadful crime that cendered them
~the terror of the Indian trayeller. The dess usual
byt more correct name of phénsi-gér givé¥ a gleaver
A insight into their practices, for phénsa means noose,
2he fatal rope or scarf with which they strangled y
their unsuspecting and defenceless victims.  The
phéfies plays a prominent part in the Hindu my-
thology and is assigned to geveral gods and goddesses b
<gg their favourife weapon. The exact date ab which e
highway robbers adopted it for the purposes of their
. vocation is®urtertain or unknown, but the French
{raveller Tavgrnier, in the middle of the seventeenth .
century, mentions {he stranglers of the highway ds one
of the dangers of travel in the dominions of the Great
. Mogul. The troubles of the eighteenth céntury, when -
. the destinies of India hung at the mercy of military _
adventurers and lawless hordes of alun-erers, added~
) wupdoubtedly to theirFumbers, and the wuole of Céntral
s Tndia frem Haidarfbdd to Oudh, an(>Bundelkhand to -
S mRﬁj‘putﬁna? provided a vast and profitable field Tor
. the display of thiei¥ skill as secret myrderersy o,
Theit mpde of proceeding may be thus briefly de-

-~

L]

T—
"o" seribed. ‘Having performed certain propitiatoryrites '
) of a quasi-religious character, and obtained some .
S favourable prognostications as to the result of their n

= -ente-rm:ise——?or the fatalism which=characterised their

~ ' n
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T rgligious belief and gave fortituge to their proceedihgs
*. was largely tinged with superstition—theye set, out i
along ore of the main roads frequented by mdrchants e [
® and other, travellers® To 311 appearance they ewere !
a party of unarmed and harmgess men, either pursuing
their business as traderg or returning to their native
villasgg. fitty a pilgrimage. In those days of open
lﬁghway robbery travellers were only too glad to #
. meet with -companions, and the Thags neve? ex®
perienced any difficulty in picking® up- one, of mare
than one, unsuspecting wayfarer en route. There’was
nothing in their demeanour or conduct to excite
suspicion. At the well or dhe caravanserai they ™™ o
seemed like the most inoffensive of travellers, and the s
onlyeground for suspicion was that whigh Teast arouses
it, a gpeeial cheerfulness of manner and & conci]ja.torgr
attitude towards all strangers. Hdwing once selected  ~
the victim their patience in waiting for the most
.  fayourable moment to strike the blow was remark- ,
able, and constituted the main secret of their power » -
—and - Iﬁrotract gpunity. Sometimes they would l
deem®it expéurent to strike at Chee, but more oftgn’ . |
. they WO?JI‘(?. per®rm a journey of days and weeks
togbther with tleir intended victim before they would _
.del.'ger tise fatal blow. Butdn neally’all cases it was %
done 2t & moment when the vietjm would be» least . "
prepaged and most off his gharde-either engaged in "7

e e Tl

g i

= his prayers or at abltions—and the noose was alway8
used with such deadly precisign that the murdered ., . -
person never had aschance of raising an alarmis, The® -

° = °
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Jarger proportion of yictims were single individuals, -
but if the gang was sufficiently numerous, and some- .

qtimes the Thags travelled inbands of sixty or seventy,
thef awould not be afrafd td ntice a donsiderable
body of travellers and tg murder as many as a dozen
“at a single massaore. In all cases theg resorted
to every precaution to prevent surprise: from inter-

& yuption, and with such success' that no instance of

failure is recorded.

The Younger members of the family or band served
theif apprenticeship as scouts, and it was only after
many years of experience in this innocent capacity

“3hat they were allowed to 80 much as witness the

perpatmtionﬁof the crime, while the act of throwing

?. the searf was Slways entrusted to the most export

-

and experienced Thag. " Their skill in effecting the
murder of their victims was_matched by the secrecy

with which they disposed of their remains, and sorae-
. times the most conclusive evidence agairsta captured

<Thag was the discovery of the skeletons of the _
murdered inan unlikely spot, revigled by the con-—

fegsion of & confederate. The strictne. divi__gipxé dis-
cipline Was softened by the ties of’ ‘fomiAgr-nd - the

-

. secrets of the brotherhood were presezved by she In- _

voeation of religion as much as by the terrar of, the
severe pumishment meted out to treachery. *

Tho disfurbed conditién of India during the svhole
ot the eighteenth century added Jargely, as has been
said, to the number of the Thags, whose, reputation
‘was gi*ea.tly“ ephanced in the popular mind by the

-
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," p?'actica.l impunity with which Gtheir operations were

-

s, carriedson. If their own account of themselwes might i
be accepted, they originally formed a special colony e I
divided int® seven trfbe$ anll located near Delhi, # In r !
these days they were said tq be all Mubammadans,
but The heliefs and regulations of the caste were”
essentjplly” Hindu of a corrupt kind, and when the
Thags were brought before British Courts of -&mt.ice ; =
the majority were found to be of Hindu race. Itig 3
probable from this statement that ethey were it figst
a local pest in the neighbourhood of the, Meaurhal
capital, where their enormities soon attracted notice.

The Myhammadan Emperors évere strong enough to™ )
banish the offenders to a distance from their capital, S
but @10t to break up their orgax;isnti%p.' They left
Delhi, and scattering themselves throughout Central
Tndia'and the Deccan fgund a moke profitable arena  * |
forstheir exploits. - '

.They weré commencing the career of extended mis- ,

. chief which made them known throughout India -~ -

~wiren the Freg,(_.ﬂ! traveller, Tavernier, snoted their
depréﬁ?‘fx‘l’fﬁié one of the gidvest perils to the .
travelld®uld’ the®peninsula. They flourished during )

.thé" whole of the eightt;anth century®on the froubles . -/._-'/
of India,sand i:l.ighe absence of any’ dentral power pr // |
authotity to call them to accounf. The sfficals of ~*
manysof the smaller states, fiiding themselves unable |38
to cope with the thalefactors, made common caus® ,
with them, and for a share ip the profits accorded - ~ -
them the protectio that was provided hgr their own™ -~

’-“" .o n n” r
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inettness and indiffergnce. Their numbers and théir - ©

,  success ateadily snereased, until at the end=of the .- -

© last ceptury they were dbrought into contact with
“our~power. The annexdtions 6f Mysore®and Chitor
were followed by the digpersion of som of the mast
oformidable bands, and the majority of the; survivors
\withdrew into the native states of Malwé. dnd Réjpu-
A téna, where for another thirty years they enjoyed
fSecurity and immunity from official pursuit. In the
tizae of both Lord Hastings and Lord Amherst several
banfs» were discovered and broken up, but such was
the feeling of toleration or fear with which they were
“Tyegatded by the’native courts and officials, that the
onviction of the prisoners was by no means the
~ certain consegfience of their capture, and it isacor-
vect to say that when ‘Lord Willigm Bentingk ook
up the matter nothing had been done to break
up the Thags as an organisation hostile to the ecm-

. munity. = @
.« In 1829 special orders and fuller powers Wero

gi;ren to Mz F. C. Smith, Agent ¥ the Governor--

i

‘General in the Narbadd Territories—a divi‘.sioﬂ El_‘fie-
respondibg to the present Central ¥adia Agr] 7y and

' n Central Provindes combined—to proteed aginstall,

\. Thags, and to put’ downe their associations twith the

o R strong‘rha-nd. Major Sleeman, whose na,me_wi]l always
= be honouyably" covpled’ with the disappeararte of
4 this crime in India, was given & special appointment

= ~ . as his coadjutor and assistant. Other officers were ab
~ "alatess period entrusted with a sifnilar task, when it

~ y
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“was found by practical experience that the Thags
embraccd too wide an area to be: dealt with by &
single officer or & local depsrtment, and among them 7
it is only just that he’ narhies of Major (afterweids '
Sir:John) Low in Oudh, of Mr. Wilson in Bundel-
khana, and- of Colonel Stewart in Haidarébdd, should #
be montibned as among the most energetic apd
successful. - §

The active operations of the Thag department’
covered a period of six years, and ~during that time
two thousand Thags were arrested. Of thege fifteen

) hundred were sentenced either to death or to different

: periods cof transportation. Akhough there had been ™™

no attempt on the part of the native governments ta
proceed against the malefactors; it wis gratifying to €
_find #hab once the British Government, took up the
matter the darbérs of the principal States, such as  ~
Heidarab4d, Oudh, and Gwalior, hastened to lend their
- hearty and fiseful co-operation. This was the more .

_ satisfactory and necessary, inasmuch as the head- A

~quarters of some of the largest, gangs were to be found
Veyhifi thpe Native States.. The readiness of the Native

"“Governments to fassociate themselves with “us in a
_wofk that was” not merely beneficifl to thne com- /

* munéity, But which might be sermed essential from the

point df view of humanity, was not, howeves, jmitated /
by th= Native Courts, where the judges showed & Can
tendency to deal too lightly with captured Thags, '
and availing themselves of any deficiency in the evi- - o -
dence as to murder’ to evade the inflictidn of #apital -

- - -
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sentences. The possibility of administrative energy
being newtralised by judicial timidity was avested by
plenaryjudicial powers being conferred on Ms. Smith,
lb‘».ﬁr.'ttl‘-t«he sentences passed on convicted Thags were
thenceforward in just proportion to the enormit;;;mf
®the crime. p g
The final result of these gustained and $ystematic
1 efforts to suppress the crime was that all the prinéipal
%ands were broken up, that the reputation of the
Thags *was destroyed, and that the most formidable
murder association which India had ever known
passed out of existence. More than fifty years have
~plapsed since the labouss of the Commission Rpresided
aver by Mr. Smith and Major Sleeman were brought
« to an end,“and, although there have been isolated
cases, there has béen no attempt to revive «the old
organisation. ] = b
The family secrets.,and ties which constituted the
, strength of the fraternity have died out’ or been dig-
. solved by the lapse of time, and it may be doubted
whether the crime in its old form could be revivad,.

even were India tG" pass through another of sthose .

trm..lbled‘pt_ariods which formed so lazge & part of he
: history, and froin which she seems now happily to
* + berescued. Strictly speaking, the suppression of, the

4]

]

p: X : ;
Thagswas due to the active and energetic mesasures .

*<C of the Indian administration rather than to the yolicy

6f Lord William Bentinck, but he vigorously sup-
.. . ported the measures taken against them, and urged
~ Con hiq._lieu?iena,nta to make a speedy end qf these

~

~
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~ n .
. " enemies of the public peace. I must also be noted

skl
e

* » 40 his credit that when he took up the reins ~of office -
the Thags were more formidable than they Ind ever ~
©  been before] and thaf when"he left India they gvere o |
shétered andepractically annjilated. A
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" CHAPTER V o N o i
e

, THE ABDEITION oF WIDOW-BURNING -~

A° mEporABLE act of Lord William Bentinck’s
government, and the one with which his name will

" "Tpe most praminréntly associated in history, was the
sholition of Widow-burning. It is permissible to
“ think that the.8ducgfional and administrative reforms
which he introduced were of more permarment im-
portance and exescised a wider influence upon our
position in India; -but the abolition by a short

. resolution of a practice sanctioned by Teligion ard
~the usage of centuries was more caleulated to arrest
purblic attention and to obtain general applause than
mgasures passed from time to time at the Colncil-
board, ¢f which the full effect cdtld only.become
_apparent after fhe lapse of years. The albiolition’ of,
saft resembled the'suppression of thag? in this respect,
that i& wes also an act of humanity; but whereas
“<\the community gemerally regarded the Thags as
lurderers and robbers, those who performed the satf

. . were held up. as model wives, and as paragons of

. “virtues ~ With the full acquiescenifa of the people the

.

s ]
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. ’ﬁ:ags were destroyed, but it wgs in opposition to%he
o peoplesand with the support ofevery few Hindu

reformers that sat{ was abglished through ogr over-
whelming Sense of 2n “obliyation to humanity,e of°
thed sentiment Lord William,Bentinck made himself
the ekponant and execufor. o
etcl;mq;lce of suté! from our first appearance
anges, the part of India in which it was most D
in vogue, had attracted the attention and roufed the
disapprobation of our officers. Repugnant as the act
of self-immolation was to our ideas, it was rendered
worse by the knowledge that the sacrifice was in many
cases 0ot voluntary, and thag the Victim was "only™
rendered capable of playing her part by the use aof

drugs. But in those days there was & wide gulf ‘

betw.aen disapprobation and acfive leglsla.tave re-
pressfon. It was the ﬁ.lmest afticle in the faith
ofsthe East India Company thgt all the customs of
the natives should be serupulously respected, and that _
nothing should be done to give umbrage to theu.-u
..rekﬂlous prejudices. The policy thus defined was
ungueatlona.'bly the wisest and*®he best and it has
been conmstently‘a.dhemd to during the whele of our
1u!e m.In'dla. The only departures made from it have
® beeg, tu.ken uncler some paramdint sense t.hat zm ;
1 ¢The term a‘uttea or satf is strictly applicable to tife person, not _
the rR®e ; meaning “a pure and viftuousewoman,” and des:gnatas
the wife who completes #life of uninterrupted conJuga‘l devotedness
by the act of Saha-gamana, accompanying her husband’s corpse.

It has come ip, common usage to denode the act.! Wﬂson, Bnt:sh n
India, vol. ix. p. 185. ©

-

"
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oufrage not sanctioned by God, and disapproved of -
by the higher couscience of the Indians themselves,
~  was being perpetrated, shacking to the human mind,
" and~amounting to a scandal oA our administration.
Such a departure has to.be recorded in-the measr_es
“taken against sut? by Lord~ William Bertinck, for
regsons given in the masterly minute which ¢orcludes
0 this chapter, and which has never before been prir;ted.
~ The practice of sat{ had been in force for so
many Tcenturies that it was an archaic and useless
question for the English administrator to inquire
whether it was really in accordance or not with the
“~injunctions of thé early-Hindu religion. Aswe always
_ pbstained from playing the part of religious in-
o structors t8 ‘the people, it mattered little t~ us
whether Widow-birning was part of the original
faith of the Hindus, or an innovation and abuse
grafted on it by male legislators in a society which
_ranked female life at a low value, and thought only
The practice bad the sanction of antiquity and the-
.. approbation of the " Hindu people. It formel an
" essential ofeature in their daily religious life, ‘and i
“on_the ground thifit we-knew the_ Hindue religion
better&han, its own priests and followers. Suzh an
*argument might be~urgéd by native reformers?like
’ -_\l}waraka.nath Tagore and Raminohun Roy, who,
., moved by their spirit of humanity to detestation of
» senseless and brutal sacrifice, strove to convince

'S

‘s
E

-of enhancing the pride and dignity of the husband.

would Dave beea absurd for us to interfere with?it .

—_—
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o °° their countrymen that saf¢ wgs not enjoined by the

-

e A : .
nounc.ng as a crime. The presence of the native "

*e code of Manu, and that it was even opposed to the

gentle and benign nature of their original faith.

Our intetvention ould only be based on the gwdund
ofsadministrative necessity, pnd on the duty to put
dowh what Hindus might call a sacrifice, but whaf

the rft"b{ the civiliced world was agreed in de-

reformers named, and the expression, howevg} slow
and slight, of what might be called a» more eflucated
and higher native opinion under their , avdpices,
supplied an argument in favour of the abolition of
sati hy suggesting that after all native opiniof™
was not unanimous on the subject, and that the
sentiment of the most enlighteried Hindus vindicated ~
in anticipation the action of the British Government.
But “there can be no doubt thatreven if there had
been no native reformers, and, no intelligent native
qpinion, the?action of the British Government would

. Dot have been deferred. The knell of sat{ had strucle
- when Lord William Bentinck reached India.

_Ei-‘pecliency and the reluctdfice to increase the
diﬂiculgies withSwhich we had always to®cope, by

. sthrring tp any* popular fermentatiorf, caused the post-_

ponemest of deeisive actien, but” from our_earfiest
appebrance in Bengal, our disapprobatiomof the rite

wasSunqualified  In the tifne of the Mayquis Corn—
-

wallis, British officers, although prohibited fr

preventing the rite, were specially grdered on all . ,

occasions to withlfold their consent to its perfga'mancé

° R e
| E [ e

v £l
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. gradually arid within- a reasonable period, and they
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~INCREASE QF THE PRACTICE = 8t

; A .
whenever their acquiescence might be invited. They ~~ _

were __ to .show by-their attitude that although the .-
British Government did not interfere to stop the sacri-

“fice, they regarded it with” emiphitic and Qpequivocal

disapproval. The Marquis Wellesley, nokwithstandig
_the disturbed and hostile capdition of India id his
time, wished to take steps for its summary suppression
- without passing any measure of the legislatu. ,but’
cimply by treating every participator as an ordinary
offender. With this view he submitted the qu®stion
to the. Nizdmat Adilat, but the judges did not fall

in with his views, more however on the ground L
~f eXpediency tdan of abstract right. Thejr view iz
was that the abolition of satf might be effected -~

made certain augg’éstwus with this object. While
respecting the rit¢’ as a reho-lous observance,” they
proposed several enactments caleulated to remove the
_abuses which had grown up around the o~iginal office.
They would, for instance, have made it a penal oﬁ‘ence
to drug an intending sat?, or to take any pa:t.m
forcing an unwilling “woman to the funeral pyr®) and
they no Goubt anticipated the custor> dying a. hatural
death from' the absence of voluntary 5elf—1mmqlatcrs
But. their suggestitns” were not mcoapomteﬂ in_any "
leglsla,ave measure, and encouraged by the Tnextness

- of the British ,Government, or by its inabilisy to _

-

avvise a remedy, the practice inCreased rather than
diminished in the valley of the Ganges.
But: the insreased prevalence of “he practice stirred

-
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tfe excedtive into action,
taken by Lord Minto before his departure in ¢ 81 3 Was
to incorporate the suggestigns made by the Nizémat
Adélat eight years Befbre into the form of ciyaular®
inglructions éo all the judi.cia,l authorities. TheSe
ordeted the British offfeials to abandon their
attitx;?e-of indifference and rigid abstentio
ntérfrence. Iustead of withholding their

their consent was made essential to the perfofmancs
of th rite. Information of an wntended s had
to be given to the nearest magistrate, or failmg a
magistrate, police officer, and it was their first duty

to asceytain whether the widgw wett to-her fate o~
her own free will, or under a

formey”
n frpm

ny form of compulsioy,

Othgr precautions were talen to ensare®that the act .

shoyld ,be one rather of fofly than brutality. No
widoW*was to be immolated who wys less than sixteen

-0, who happened to b® Pregnant; the use of drugs

was strictlys prohibited ; and the police werg always

to be present at the sacrifice, not merel ¥
~order, but also to afford the victim the

Y to ensure,
opporturity
up ta the very last of changing™er mind and saving
ber lifa,® ~ i
However well intenfioned these instrugtiohs were,
they proved in fact quite jpadeqnate to attain- their”
end. . The prdetice of sqty continued with uRabated

n

vigonr, and the attendant abuses, far from disa.ppear/—;.,~
were issued. Tlke = -

ing, were as rife s before they
police were often sympathetic
of the sacrifice, and native iﬁgen

~

to the promoters

~ ~
Nm

a;ud. one of the luat_stf.zps

consent, n

-

uity' éasily -bafiled- * -
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5 e the executnre into action, and one of the last stepq

LY

, taken by Lord Minto before his’ departure in 4813 was
to incorporate the suggestipns made by the Nizdmat
Adilat eight years Befdre into the form of cigeular”
insfructions éo all the judicial authorities. These
ordered the British oﬂ;cla.ls to abandon their formei”
attituge -of indifference and rigid abstention from
ntérfbrence. Iustead of withholding their consent, »
their consent was made essential to the perfoﬂi}anc::
of th® rite. Information of an intended swt? had
to be given to the nearest magistrate, or failing a
magistrate, police officer, and it was their first duty
to ascegtain whether the widgw wetit to her fate o~
her own free will, or under any form of compulsion.

Othgr precautions were taken to ensare®that the aet ~ _

shoyld ,be one ra.the1 of fofly than brutal:t.y No
widoW*was to be 1mmola.ted who wgs lesa than sixteen
o, who happened to bé pregngnt ; the use of drugs
was strictlye prohibited ; and the police were always_
to be present at the sacrifice, not merely to ensure.

Lorder, but also to afford the vietim the opportumty

up te the very last of changinger mind and saving
ber life.® ~ n
vHowev.el well intenfioned these instructiohs were,
thegprqwed in fact qmte ipadeqate to attain- then:
end. . The prdetice of sat? continued with uabated

v:gour, and the attendant abuses, far from dlsappezu:/-'

ing, were as rife as before they were issued. TLe
police were often sympa.thet]e. to tho promoters
of the sacrifice, and native moenult.y éasily pa.ﬁicd
L] ; " o 2
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officig]l inquiry as to ;age, condition, and the use of ** &
intoxicarts. The¢number of satfs steadily inéreased °
> after this change of policy; and the number of*widows
“ir_?m_aiated in a single year in %he Lower *Provinges
alone '_gometimes exceeded B8oo, while® the aversfe

Yor the ten years prior to 1828 did not fall below
60g. According to some authorities tlge;,a"ti'p@'!agiona

- % that the cdnsent of the British representative was
v Es_scnti‘fil to the performance of the sacrifice strength-

- ened tile hold that the practice had acquired on the
Hinduemind, for the report was spread by the priests
and casily accepted by the populace that the Govern-
‘ment’ had made tself o party to the ceremony. Ac-

. - ¢ording to others the inereased number of satfs was
- ®only a matter Sf mgre accurate returns owing to
the police ‘supervision, ‘or perhaps, the resuly of a
< - greater mortality during the years named. Hov&ev:er

that may be, the interference (partial and one-sided

gs it may be termed) of the executive “brought te :

light - the fact that the practice of sati was as

extensive as yeport alleged, and that many hundreds -
_ - of innocent lives wer® sacrificed brutally and witBout
" cause eveey year. That the atiaentioﬁ of the G‘ﬁvem-n
: :nent wgfé di‘recb_ed to these facts, and that the nged Bf
‘Tepyessive measurks"vas becoming eviggnt at €aloptta
~* before Lord William Bentinck arrived in India, is

. plé. oy :slfovgn by thesimpbrtant expression of opifilon -,

= ?ﬁm the Marquis of Hastings quoted in the Minuto o
5% ; already mferx"‘e:c}‘ to. The Marquis of Hastings wxote
" in reply to Lard William Bentinek’§ enquiry :—
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) “ The subject which you wish to discuss is one whicl) fhust
e interests one’s feelings most deeply, bat it is akso one of
extt:eme anicety when I mentipn that in one of iheﬁ}'enra
during my, 8dministrasone of *government in India aboven
8o& widows sagrificed themselves within the Provinces cor-
prised in the Presidency of Bengal, to which number I very,
nmuch susgg_ct that very mdny not notified to the magistrates
shogldfbe added. T will hope to have credit for being acutely
sensibl€ to such an outrage against humanity. At the same "
time I was aware how much danger might attend the et
deavouring to suppress forcibly a practice.so rooted in the
religious belief of the natives. No men of low cgste are
admitted into the ranks of the Bengal army. Therefore the
whole of that formidable body must begregarded as blindly
partial %o o custom which they Tonsider equally referrible
to family honour and to points of faith. To attempt the
extimction of the horrid superstition gvithdht being supported ”
in t,he.?rocedure hy a real concurrence oy the part of the
army would be distinctly perilous. I®kave no scruple to say -
that I did believe I could have carried with me the assent
of the armye towards such an object. That persuasion,
]Towever, arose from circumstances which gave me peculim:':

e influence over the Native Troops. .
-
- .

Lal

-Lérd JHastings expressed in tfis lettc; very clearly
the pfgvalent d®ad t}ilat the most seriou.s Oebjeg.tion
t8 the stppression of sat{ was the® disturbing effect

® it raight produgg on the disciplin® dnd allegjaneg of
the Bengal native army, at the same tigne shat he

. affirtaed his own belief that’he persomally could ha?‘._-' .
influenced the sepQy o far as to induce him to remdin
passive while he carried out Jhis greg.‘:..reform.. .His e ®
successor, Lord Amherst, shared the same :J@lmon; -

L [ ] e -
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L]

whilg he had no similgr confidence in his hold upt'm s
the affection of tife native troops; and his views were

summed up in the fol]oymg passage, taken from a
"‘1att.m to the Court:— Te % i
& P4
o ‘Nothing but appr ehension of gvils infinitely greater than
those arising from the existence of the practice sho’_llt} induce

L]

, us‘to tolerate it for a single day.’ = ®

t.‘*’
£

© Before Lord William Bentinck arrived in India
there had therefore been from the highest British
authbrities in that country several expressions of
opmwn that the practice of sati was an act of
“Thhumanity, and’ that ¢t ought to be abolished. At
the same tlme they confessed that the danger of —
® arousing native dlstlélsﬁ and hostility by an act inter-
f‘eung with this 1e1w1ous customs was excegdingly
great, and they shrank from znaking the expemnant.
They would not havechesitated to face the opposition
[if it were not coupled, as they feared it would b,
ewith the insubordination of the native army. The o
cﬁ‘ecb it wowd be likely to produce on the B-zaga:}
irqops was the chief deterrent to passing a nepessm Y
reform fh the minds of Loyd William Beqtmcks -
predecessom, who were as sensible as he wasoof tha o
inkumanity of satd, " oty & ®
Such was the position of the question when’ Lord

]
]

wblght of expenence was against stu'rmg up unneces-
sary ng1ta.t1qp and danger by grapphnu with it. The s
“instructions of the Comt of Dnectors, if they did not.
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.. © . .
.- fetter the action of their delegate, at least inculedted
® the neéd of caution. The personal 8xperience of Lord
Willianf Bentinck, as he apmewha.t bitterly freminds
the, reader of his mihute in connexion with the"
\%Hclre mutifly, was opposed, to any hazardous lcgig-
lation. Phere was noeincumbent duty for him to”
éleal \gtﬁ the question at all. He might have passed
it on td his successor in the same manner as his pre- "
decesgors had passed it on to him. He migﬁ‘t have
accepted the dictum of the Marquit of Hastings that
it required great personal influence with and,a ecitain
ascendency over the native troops to carry such a
measure successfully, and hes could have tmtlffullj"
= declared that he did not possess the influence of the
congqueror of the Marﬁthés. aﬁ;l. the, ﬁaciﬁwtor ,?f o
Centra? India. Qv he might have based his refusal
to act in the matter on d.ord Amherst’s not unreason-
able ‘apprehension of evils imfinitely greater than
. those arising from the existence of the practice.” But,
. he at once, and without hesitation, came to the con-»
«glfisipn that he could not remz.a,i‘n indifferent t? this
cripnd apd abstain from action against it w1.th€\11t
Rimself, being @ilty of ©the crirEc of.mgltaghed
.m?xrdel.’ * ° S o
The yigue gpprehension *of popular dls?onif_?nt gnd
opposition resolved itself, as has been sa.rd,-mto the o
o~ verytdefinite and precise fear tleat the Bgngal a.r;m‘:y_ :
®  would revolt as the direct consequence o{ G TRRRSIng )
passed for the abolition of sajf. The, gssential pre- .

liminary to any safe legislation was to %hscertain the” -
L]

L ] o . .
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tuue feelings of that aymy,and it was in this direction - 5

that, Lovd Willigm Bentinck first took action by -°

e addressing a confidential Jetter to ¢ forty-nine officers

apgmwd out to me by the Secretary to Government
in the Military Department, as being from their judb-
°ment and experience the best enabled to appreciate
the effect of the proposed measure uporn "tﬁé7f;ns._’c.iv%
army. The replies of these officers were roceived
“yith the following results: five were ‘opposed to all
interférence whatéver with the practice, twelve were
favcurable to abolition but averse to abgolute and
direct prohibition under the authority of the Govern-
“Tnent, eight supported abolition by the indirest inter-
. ference of magistrates and other public officers, while
* the remainif:g.‘&went‘jr—four advocated the total, imme-
diate, and public ‘supp‘ression of the practice.« Bub
the most importa'ﬁt and unanimous portion of the
evidence furnished «from these specially qualiffed
. witnesses was that affirming that the sepoy was far
* legs interested than had been supposed in the practice
of sati. The best information went to proyeihat
“itewas almost unknown in the ranks of the Fengal
army, ghd that any interest the Gepoy felf; in the
, matter musb be:i:t.direct and probalfly rerote. The,_
chief peril attendant om the abolition ofsatf was
dispeiled when it became realised that it would not

" affect the ,fa,vouredﬁ’sePSy of the Bengal army in any-

-

Jf his practices or privileges. It is true that there

. was the more remote and contingent danger of irri-

= tating the High caste race from which that army was
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. ;
r:cruited ; but this might reasonably be hoped' to
disappear by other means and by tife natural eflyxion
of time.* Thr:. main objection to legislative achion, the
risk upon avhich the Ma.rquls of Hastings and ol hels‘
h&i..]a.ld such®stress, was thug found to be not a,pph-
cable’in fact, and rathee a figment of the imagination”
than sibsgantial reality.

L ¢

Of Yhe danger from any ebullition of popular ‘

antipathy in the Lower Provinces, where the practicé
of satt was most in vogue, Lord “William Bentinek
thought and wrote with accurate knowledge®and
proper scorn.

The geople who were theehief upholders of saft
were unwarlike and accustomed to submlt without
oppasition to authority. Ilven j,lacl the abolition of
satt .belen an unjpst and unnecessaryract. it would
not Bave provoked any, rebellious spirit among the
rates most devoted to the practice. But it was by
the admissich of every one an act called for in the-
interests of humanity, and only set on one side tem--
aoraxily by responsible statesmen because of the
peril® 1‘0 Juight entail to the Biftish Government in
India. The prelfninary investigation set ofi fool by
Lo‘i‘d Wllilam “Bentinck showed tdat those perils _
“had ..elthei. beeg  much exaﬂrgemt.ea or were totally
non- ematent and with the proof of their unrea.llty

Adisappeared the last objections tor the, Tequir

X .eg/: _
reform.

While the commission of officers reﬁerred to were
diligently collectmg information as to the®opinion and -

n

~

-
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fecking prevalent in the ranks of the native army, and
vecoxding their advice individually as to the tode of >

@  dealingewith the practicesthe hands of Lord ‘William
®Bentinck were much strengfhened by the<support of

the Nizfmat Adilat, the Judges of whith Court =re
®well aware of the uselessness ef the tentative gleﬁsures

) tajen to remove some of the most objectiﬁﬁb.l}‘.'e and
. ® yepulsive features of satt In 1828, befcre the
iilitary officers had begun their work, the Report of

the Nizdmat -Ad4lat placed on rccord the strong
expiession of the opinion of four out of its five

Judges that the immediate abolition of the practice of

fuif was desirable, andethat in their opinion ¥ might

_ be accomplished with safety. Twelve months later =

¢ the fifth Juflgg"cﬂ,mg."tu the same conclusion, ané the
Report of theCourt for 1829 was unanimoud,ts the
¢ cffect that sat¢ could and should be permaﬁently
abolished. o :
. The expression of such astrong and emphatic opinien
= «in favour of the reform from the highest judicial -
tribunal in the land could not be ignored, and saten
as,a welcome suppoﬂ: to a Governor-General A“{bg was
most amxious to settle the guestiﬁn in accordance
. with the dictat®s of. humanity, if afso in’ harmony
wigh the requiréments ofesafe government. ¥ Nex did
_ the Judges stand alone in their expression of “confi-
% - .dence a§ tg thesafety with which the abolition fhight= _
. D) effected. What they said Waapfully borne out by
- _, the most experienced police authorities. .The Super-
/ - ‘intendents of Police in both the “Upper and Lower

‘A
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90 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK

Provinces stated in the strongest terms their opirion
that the suppression of sat{ might be ordered> without
the least danger. Lord William Bentinck: asserts
that ninestenths of the public functionaries im’ the
intsvior were in favour of abolition. When these
upin'fot:s were added to" those recorded by the forty-
nine dificers to whom the Governor-General wrote,

there risulted a general agreement on the part of the -

persons best qualified to speak that the abolition
of sat{ was desirable on every glound, and that-it’
might be so enacted without the risk of any popular
disturbance or military discontent. It enabled Lord
Williaats Bentinck to express the hope to his Councfl
that ‘they will partake in the perfect confidence
whith it has given me of the expedicrty and safety of :
the apglition.”  ~ .

The discussion of the raatter in‘C-‘ouncil did not take
long, and one month after Lord William Bentinck’s
Minute there appeared in the Calcutte Government

. Gazette of December 7, 1829, the Regulation, known'
2%, XVII, and dated December 4, 1829, * declaring

the practice of satf, or of burning or burying alive
{he widows of Hindus, illegal and punishgbie by, the

r "
, Crimirmal Courts” The Regulation went on to state,

that~the ‘practicerof satf is “revolt'.'fué to the feelings

of human nature, and ‘ngwhare enjoincd By the ’
.~“religlon of the pepple as an ifiperitive, duty. I

then summarises the previous efforts to deal with tie
evil, all of -which had been baxren of xegult, until at

L

. o~

last the Government had been forced tocome, ¢o the™ -

r
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corclusion that therg was no remedy left ¢ without - -
abolishi.-.lg the pmactice altogether.’ This course was - i
o  demanded by the ¢ paramount dictates of justice and
% humanity.’ ® = s
" Having decreed the abolition of sal#, the pragface
~ - oof that rite was made a crimge of culpable houii’bide,
‘ punishable with fine or imprisonment, q‘;"\fi‘f.'n both.
¢ The Court was not to be precluded from passig éven
- sentence of death, and, lastly, all persons were called
upon ‘under heavy penalties to give the authorities
imnfediate information of any cases coming within
their knowledge. The Regulation referred in the
st place to the Presidency of Bengal along, but in
1830 it was extended in different forms, rendered
* necessary by elocal’ requirements, to Madras, and
Bombay. - A N © g
The result of the abolition of sat{ fully bore oub
the predictions made as to the degree of safety with
. which it could be accomplished. No pablic disorder
" « followed the enactment. If there was any dissatis-
faction it was carefully suppressed. The few_dis-
“tyrbances caused “by excited Bengalis wer _too
insignifieant to attract comment, axl the only gerious
, incident happerfed spme years afterwards in,a state_
in, Central Indlar"whenoon the death of athe, R4ja
five of his wives were forcibly burned. If tho Ben-
* ", galis did_not -attesapt ‘anything so foreign tar their,
" Tature as violent resistance, they endeavoured to °
~ .. fight the ngﬁgter in the Courts, and a test case was
", ¢ submitted by them to the Privy“Council in London.

~
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e " P%t!tmns‘ to the King were drgwn up,
* e the abelition of sati was an infraceion
"of the peoples of India, whigh we had bo

. und curselves
e to respect.o ‘But the weilht of these was wealkened by?

cogter-petitions signed by epinent leaders of native
opinidy like Dwarakanath Tagore and Rammohun” .
;ioy, deYating that the resolution of Government was
n ony with their opinion)and with the best *
interpretation of the Hindu religion. = .
-When the case came before the Privy Coifneil.it
was regarded and considered purely in itg Judicial
aspect. The rival representatives of Hindu opinion
®  neutralised each other, and although a feeling o?
reluctance to interfere in any shape or form with
wha$ might be considered a..reli.é,:iou!',rﬁe was very °
preval?.mt, the degcision arnved.a.t was based on
legal arguments alone. olhe case was fully argued in  °
June, 1832, and after careful sconsideration of the
ayguments atlvanced on both sides, the petition of,
", the Hindu appellants was dismissed, and the act ofs  »
dhe _Government of India received a formal legal-
= ratifleation. With regard to thi® case, Mr. Grevillg!,
3 \1’11::! w‘gg Clerk ®f t.lu-a Council, decla:res. ih.a.t- “ the
Odurt ere halfthearted in the mattdt, but practically |
i i.n.thinking that the Govm*nor—ngergJa
orders could not be set aside.’ . * -
o Before the passing of the ‘measure ebolighTng Safgy" .
iticism That was heard was based on tke =
the only criticism 8 attar 16 had .
perils attendant upon such a step. Rit @ -

declaring. that .
of the rjghts "

L]

L ]
b Graville‘h[emoirs, vol. ii. pp. 314-5. .
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been_safely taken, the tendency became to minimise - - <
the jmportance of the measure and to disparage the- -
o  fortituds and foresight which ensured its-success.
8 Expression is given to this feling by Mr? Shore, who -
plays the part of candid friend to Lord Willizm
i~ ®Bentinck in regard to several matters, apd who
| gsegks to diminish the value of the_ “Regulation
¢ abolishing sati. He wrote in his ‘Notes on Indian
- Affairs® :— '
4 Be;,:arding the stti question, Lord William Benti;ck did
not #o fax. enough. In addition to abolishing that horrible

rite he should have enacted some rules to provide for the
einiiftenance of witlows.’ 4

o But we may venture to assert that no one who
* takes a practictil view of the passing of great reforms
will endorse that criticism.  Although Lord ‘William
Bentinck took every possible step to obtain before-
hand the best information as to how his measure
. would be received by the Hindus, and” although the
" s regulb realised his expectations, it must be remem- =
. bered that there was a possibility of the consequatiess
; _ 'proving very diffefent, and it would have been a
) mark offincompetence as a statesmdA for Lord Williain
., Bentinck to haVe naddetl unnecessarily to thee risk of
the success of hi§ greatereform by,ipséistingcthat. not
only showld the lives of widows be spared, bat that
" they sloyld be pmvided for at the expense of the,
& Rmily. All measures of reform ‘nust be progressive, ~
. ¢ .. and no sin legislative act was ever sufficiently
' " * comprehendive to include all th® points that might

"
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~

“-arise under it. In the matter Of sat? Lord Williamn
* ~Bentinck aimed at ‘washing out = foul stain upon
British mle, and in t}.us apject he was completely
successful. - ; &« 0
The quoting of Lord William Bentinck’s own
words=qnrthis matter asugcests a few concluding®
1ema1kﬁ oni jthe principles underlying our policy in
IndJa, Yhich have as much force to-day as they had
sixty years ago, when Indian reform was first”taken
seriously in hand by the abolition of satf. * Non-
interference with the practice of the natives was® the
first article of faith with the East India Compmy,
which, svhile admitting in their fullest extent”the
services it rendered to the State, was, after all, a
commercial body in its essence. ‘And iy , may be fr eel', s
admisted that the determination to show all poss:blc
respect and consideratiqn to the practices and preju-
dices of the Indian population was, and still is,sound
pelicy. But,after all, there is another side of the _
~question. It may be difficult to draw up on paper »
theliznits of toleration, and to declare be‘forehﬂ.nd i:]af.
points at which active interventidn should commence.’
Bat pmpt.mal adiuinistrators should never bave any
difuculty in deciding when a Hindu pra.ctxce must be
consislered a fopl stain on+Britisi rule. It 13 ulp-
justifizble from every point of view excepé mlmous
_ bigotry, and impolitic in the extveme, to take steps "
which point to our desire to convert the Hmdus anfl
other Indian creeds to Christipnity. 'Irheu' religion
should be as sacrea in the eyes of those Who gevern -

r

~
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therp as it is in their own. When we refuse to 18- o« 5
. L . . .

cognise this truth, and act in contravention of it, ~-

we s‘]m.l.! have gone far ato the loss of our. Indian
oEmpire. . 8
“But respect and pmtectlon for the special Lehfrunn
of the Hindus cannot and mpust not allowg us - .Jo be
blind to acts which are in contravention of adléy ehrrmn,
. and opposed to the most clearly established ri¢hts of
humanily. No religion can justify the sactiice of
innocemt persons. , A civilised Government is bound
to profect them, or to lose its reputation. It was for
that reason that, even if the Hindus had made the
abolition of satf an exguse of revolt, we were, bound
to intervene for the protection of widows, guiltless of
o all offence, add ]ﬁd too often to an unwelcome as yvell
ad a cruel bIEI The sate conmdemt.mns that drove
Lord William Bcntmck to action in 1829 havediiven
his successor, Lord Luadowne, to pass a measure
ucramst the act of cruelty inseparable~ from child
marrmrres ;
The enlwhtened and educated Hindu must realise
that the lemsla.tmn lirected against specm.l ach  of
what can, only be considered human cluelty, ausmg
fromt igflorince canctioned by long wsage, -do;s it
*injure his religion® in the least. With the:dogpuue
and the pugely religious ceremonies of Hinduism, the

- Government of . India has no more inclinatiop or-.

t o fention fo meddle than it has Svith the creeds of

2
.
£
; <o
T
|
o
""
i

the Muhammsdans and Jthe Parsis. But a solemn and
-impergative duty rests upflm us to put an end to erucl

]
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and brutaliaing acts wherever committed undersouy

" -~
« ~ jurisdiction, and for these we camnot allowy gither

religion. or long usage to be an excuse or a safe-

~ guard. " f e o 0
i -~
L3 ~
H\p " al
3w B n
™5 -
L Mixute By Lorp WiLnianm BENTINCE, "
P!" -
pL NovemBer 81H, 1829. &

Whether the question be to continue or to discontinue the
practice of sati, the decision is equally surrounded by an
awful responsibility. To consent to the consigmmeht year
after year of hundreds of innocent victims to a eruel and
untimely end when the power exists of*preventing if ism
predicament which no conscience can contemplate without

~

horror. But, on the other hand, if hgretoforc received o

opinfons are to be considered of any ~value,to put to hazaed
by €_ Gontrary comrse the very safety ®of the British
Empire in India, and to extinguish &t once all hopes of
those great improvements—affecting the condition not of
hundreds andethousands but of millions—which ean only be_
expected from the continuance of our supremacy, is an alter-
native which even in the light of humanity itself may be

~waridered a8 a still greater evil. It is upen this first and

highest_consideration alone, the good of menkind, that she
tlerance of this intuman and impious rite can in fay opinion

_be justified on the part of the Governfent of a civilised

seeatoutest mind distrust its decision. Oh the’one sid

‘vation. While the solution f this“quostion is appalling”

fronfthe unpaniléled magnitude of its possible 1'e91}‘lts,(}he
considerations belonging to it ave such as to mik

e, Religion,
Humanity, under the most appalling form, as well ag van(ty
and ambition—in short, all the most powarful influences

% even the . |

—

.-

over the human hea:t—are m-r;-.)'ed to bias aad mislgad the » i
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the example of all thg Mussulman conquerors, the ungnimous , .

concu'rra:zce in the same policy of our own most able rulers,
otogether With the universal eneratjon of thespeople, seem
aughortitatively to forbid, both to feeling and to "reason, gny
interference in the exercigg of their natwfil preroga&ix%.
%n venturing to be the first to deviate from t-ltisnl?»/:ice it
becomes me to show that nothing has been yielded %o feeling,
» but that reason, and reason alone, has gnvernmf the ‘ﬂcision.’
So fax.indeed from presaming to condemn the canduct of
my predecessors, I am ready to say that in the same circum-
stances 1 should havé acted as they have done. o far from
being’ ¢hargeable with political rashress, as this departure
from an established policy might infer, I hope to be able so
esmpletely to prove the gafety of the measures as even to
render unnecessary any calculation of the degree of risk

o Which for the attainment of so great a benefit might wisely —

and justly be imcurrgd So far also from being the®*sole
champion of a cgreat imd dangerous igpovation, I%hell be
able to prove that the vast preponderance of present
authority has long beey in favour of abolition. Past ex-
perience indeed ought to prevent me, above-all men, from
Scoming lightly to so positive a conclusion. When Governor
®f Bladras I saw in the mutiny of Vellore the dreadful con-"+
gequences of a.supposeg yiolation of religious customs-sxas-
the minds of the rative population and soldiery. I ®unot
forget that I was then the innocent victim of thaf unfor-
tunate cstastrophes and I might reasonably dread, When #he

® responsibility wold (gusily g.ttach to me in the évent of @
faiRire, o recurrence of the same fate. "Pradenceand self-

- interest 1\;0&1(1 counsel me fo tread in the footsteps “of my

‘predecessors, Bt in & case of such momentous impoftance—-
thumanity and civilisation that man must be reckless of all
his present orvfuture happiness who could listen to the

)
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" undmﬂ)hng conviction entertained upon this question, I

- ~ should be guilty of little short of thescrime of multiplied
murder if I could hesitate in the performance of this solemn
obhrratmn A have been . alréady stung with this feeling. .
Evgry day’s delay adds a victim to the dreadful list, Which
might perbaps"have been prevented by a more carly sub-_
missiéw, ofrthe present question. But during the whole of
the pr e'dcnt"yenr much public agitation has been excited, and

Avhen djscontent is abroad, “hen exaggerations of all kinds -

are bu/ily circulated, and when the native army beve been
under .:ll,dcgl ee of alarm lest their allowances should suffer
with that of their European officers, it would hwe been
unwise to have given a handle to artful ande deékigning
enemies to disturb the public peace. The recent measures
of Govgrnment for protecting thg interdsts of the Sépoys
against the late reduction of companies will have removed
~— all apprehension of the intentions of Government; and the
consitleration of this circumstancechaving been the sole
cause of hesitation an my part, I will now proceed, praying
the bfesung of God upon gur counsels to state the grounds
upon which my opinion has been formed,
We have mow before us two lepmts of the Nizimat
A'a(dut with statements of salis in. 1827 and 1828, ex—
~ hibiting a decrease of 54 in the latter year as comp:r"ed
suiflaBoy, and a still greater proportion as mompared with,
formér years. ‘If this diminution could be ascribed to amy

“ change of opinion Upon the question produced bj‘ the

gress o{ educatiom or civilisation the fi@t would "be most
© satisfactory, and to disturb this sure taough slow process of "

- sel{-Bireztion wotid be most impolitic and unwis®? Bt I

think it may be safely affirmed that though n Calcuttu. .
~aruth®may be said to have made a cnnmderakle advance
" among the higher orders; yet in respect to_the populatifn
at large no change whatever has taken place,and that from‘

these causes at least %o hope of the abandonment of t},x,g rite = i

"R
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: canche rationally enterfpined. The decrease, if it be rers.l, 2 &

may be the result of less sickly seasons, as the inerease in~
1824 and 1825 was of the greater prevalence of cholera.
oBut it is probably in o grefitery measure duedto the more
open discouragement of the practice given byﬂthe greafer
qpm-t of the European functjonaries in latter years, the offect
'of which would be to produce coeresponding actdvi* in the
police officers, by which either the number would be reull%
diminished or would be made to appear so in the retarns.

Tt secns to be the very general opinion that ou - inter-

ferenceshas hitherto done more harm than good by lending a
sort of sanction"to the ceremony, while it bas undoubtedly
tended” to cripple the efforts of magistrates and others to
prevent the practice.
o T fhink it will cRarly gopear from a perusal of the docu-
ments annexed to this Minute, and from the facts which I
shall have to adduce, that the passive submission of the
psople to the influencq and gpower beyond the law—whith in
fact and practically may be and is often exercisetfgv;thout
opposition by every public officer—is so great that the sup-
pression of the rite wowld be completely effected by o tatit
canction alone on the part of Government. «This mode of
*extinguishing it has been recommended by many of those <
* vhose advice has been asked; and no doubt this in several ~
respects mighiebe a prgferable course, as being equallfe.@;c-

. tual while more silent, not exciting the alarm w];igh‘ihjght
possibly éome from a public enactment and from which in
case of Iailure it Svould, be easy to retreat with-lesg inc3n-

* cenience and withost sny gompromise of charagter. But”
, th® cowdse is clearly not open to Government, Lotﬁd by
LT § Parlia?neglt.to rule by lawsand not by their good pleasure.
) ' " "Under the present position of the British Empire, moreovels 2y
~ itsmay be fairly doubted if any such underhand proceeding
- would be really good poligy. When we bad powerful neigh-
) - L)
- bours,and hzd greater regson to dotlbt our own security,
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; ‘
& T e;Pediency might recommend an ingirect and more capbious
- v proceeding, but now that we are supreme my apinion is
decidedly in favour of an open, avowed, and general prohibi-
tion, resting vltogether eipqn the moral goodness of the act
andsour power to enforce it; and so decided is my féelipg
agaiwst any halt measure that wgre I not convinced of the
safety™¢ tetal abolition I eertainly should have advised the™
cessntioﬁ\of'h‘ll interference. X
Of ajl those who have given their advice against the
abolities-of the rite, and have described the ill cffegss likely
to ensue from it, there is no one to whom I am disposed to
pay greater deference than Mr. Horace Wilson. I purposely
select his opinion because, independently of his vast' know-
ledge of Oriental literature, it has fallen to his lot, as secre-
tary to the Hindu College, and posgessingtthe general edieens
both of the parents and of the youths, to have more con-
fidential intercourse with natives of all classes than any man
in Ifdia. While his opportunity ofsgbtaining informatiqn
has 'h'e‘e;.{' great beyond all others, his talents and judgment
enable him to form a just egtimate of its value. T shall state
the most forcible of his reasons, and ;how far I do and do not
agree with hin»
~ 1st. Mr. Wilson considers it to be a dangerous evasion of”
& ' the real difficulties to attempt to prove that satis are mot "
¢ gzrerdnlly o part of the Hindu religion.’ Lzentirely agree.
in thid opinion. The question is not what the rite is Lt
. what it is supposeu to be, and T have no doubt that the
cofiscientiors belief of every order of Hindas, with fefy ex::ep-
" tions, regard it as sacred. ¢ e & P
@ zn&‘: Mr. Wilson thinks that the attempt to put down he
practice will inspire extensive dissatisfaction, T ﬂgrge also

~3h thie opinion. He thinks that sucetss will only be partial,” g

which I doubt. He does not imagine that the promulgated
prohibition will lead to any immediate and overt n‘::t of

n

-

"

incubordinution, but that affrayscand much ‘agitation of the . °

T
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public mind must ensue., But he conceives that if once they »
suspect that it is the intention of the British Goverpment to, ©
abantlon. this hitherto inviolate principle of allowing the most
completé toleration in matterd ufﬂra]igion that there will arise
in, the minds of all eo deep a distrust of our ulferior degigns  °©
that they will no longer be tractable to dhy arranggment

) 9intended for their improvementgand that the prine’ le of a

purer morality, as well as of a more virtuousentic exalted

rule of action, now actively inculcated by European educaticl

and knowledge, will receive a fatal check. I musb rcknow- o
ledge that a similar opinion g8 to the probable exci .tion of
a deep distrust of ol future intentions was mentioned to me
in chaversation by that enlightened native, Ram Mohun
Roy, a warm advocate for the abolition of sati and of all
sther superstitions and gorruptions engrafted on the Hindu
religion, which he coneiders originally to have been o pure

, Deism. It was his opinion that the practice pight be sup- ~

pressed quietly Jand _unob.servedly by increasing thee diffi-
culties and by *he indirect agency of the police. e appre-
hended that any public enactment would give rise to Seneral
apprehension, that the reasoning would be, ¢While #he
English were contending for power they deeped it politic to
* allow universal toleration and to respect our religion, but -
* haying obtained the supremacy their first act is a violatiou® o
_of their profegsion, and the next will probably be, Like the
Muhammadan conquerors, to force upon us their own réfigion.’
Admitking, as I am always disposed & do, that much truth
ic contatned in these remarks, buf not at all assentihg tosthe

* conclusions which; though not deseribed, bear the.m't’:st unfa® -

* measure. s B

y&urabls import, I shall now inquire irtd the evi, gid the »
extent of Wanger which may practically result from thi
o ©

~—
-

» It must be first observed that of the 463 satis occurring i
in the whole @f the Presidency of Fort William, 420 took
place in Bengal} Behar, Eu‘:\l Orissa, cr what 1s termed the

& o

.
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- Lower I’m;'hces, and of these latter 287 in the Cnicpttn.

’ Division_alone.

It mlght be very difficult to make a stranger to India
understand, much less believe] that in a population of so
many milliofis of people as " the Caleutta Division inclades, g
and fhe same mby be said of all t]%e Lower Provinces, so gréat
is the "‘*Qntff)f courage and pof vigour of character, and such®
the hablciak subm1=s1an of centuries, that insurrection or
fostile opposition to the will of the ruling power may 'be
affirmedto be an impossible danger. I speak of the popula-
ticn tal-n separately from the army, and I may ad for the
information of the stranger, and alsé inr suppm.t. of my
assertion, that few of the natives of the Lower Proyineés are
to be found in our military ranks. I therefore at once deny
the danger in toto in reference to thla par of our territeries,
where the practice principally obtains.

-~ If, however, security was wanting against extensive popular
tumuZt or revolution, I should say tha§ the Fermanent Settle-
ment,swlich, though a failure in many ‘other respects and i in
its most. important essenttg."ls, has tlis great advantage at
leest, of having created a vast body of rich landed proprietors
deeply interested in the continuance of the British Dominion

._ and hmrmg complete command over the mass of the people;*

~"und in respect to the apprehension of ulterior views, I eanpot ¢

believe, that it could last but for the momept. The same
large proprietary body, connected “for the most part with

Calcutta, can have £o fears of the kind, and throngh their

m‘m‘pretahon of qur intenfions and that pf thelr numefous

'dependenta and agents, the publi¢” mind could not long

remaiu in o state ‘of:deception. P a
Were the scene of this sad destiuction of human life lnid
£a the Upper instead of the Lower Pruvinecs, in the midst of
a bold and manly people, I might speak with less confidenge
upon the question of safety. Tn these Provinces the satis
amount to forvy-three gnly upon n‘,pbpulntion'of Jjearly twenty
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millions. It cannot be expected that any gengml feelil'f;, o

wherg copbination of any kind is so unusual, could be. excited _

in delence of a

vite in which so few participate, o rite also

armtorious'l;,r made too often subservigpt to views of personal

interést on the part of the other members of the"family. , o
Tt is stated by Mr. Wilsgn that interfereite with infyndi-
%;ide and the capital punishment of Brahmans offema fal*acious
analogy with the prohibition now proposed. The distinction

is “not percepti

ble to my judgment. The fofmer prachice?

thoujzh confined to part scular families, is probably y:~wed as
a religipus custom ; and as for the latter, the necessit; of the

enactment prov
it is mpossible

es thé general existence of this exception, and
to conceive a more direct and open violation

of their Shasters, or one more at variance with the general
fgelings of the Hindu cpopulntion. To this day in all
Hindu states the life of a Brahman is, I believe, still held

sacred.

-

»But I have taken M tgo much time in giving my» own
opinion when those of the greatest experience und.]:ligheat.'
official authority are upon our records. In the report of the
Nizdmat Addlat for 1828, four out of five of the Judges
recommended to the Governor-General in Cogneil the imme-

* diate abolition of the practice, and attest its safety. Thefith
_ ? Judge, though nob opposed to the opinions of the rest of thes™ 4

Bench, did no§

Ty the report of this year the measure has come up wizh the

feel thenvprepnred to give his entire nsstnt.

-~

unanimows recommendation of the Courtr The two Superia-
tendent® of Policesfor the Upper and Lower Provihces (3Ir.
~ Walter Ewer and-Mz Charles Barwell) have in the strongest™
tePms expressed their opin’mﬁ that the sappression might be =
effectdd without the least danger. The former offiter has
* urged the measufe updn the attention of Governmentdn 2
rjost forcible manner. No documents exist to ghow the =

opinions of tha

-

S e n

public functionaries in the interior, but I am

%y infor_q:ed that mine-tenths are in favour of the nbolition,

-

£
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How, again, are these opinions supported by pracj:wnl
, experience ! '

VWithin the limits of the Supreme Court at Caleutta not

a sati has taken place sinet the time of Sir John .&n-r

atrq,ther. ‘ .
“Ty the Delhi%erritory Sir Charles Metcalfe never pelmitfed_

a sati‘ja begperformed. o r ~ o=l
In Jéssorz, one of the districts uf the Caleutta Dnnalon .

Gn r824 there were 30 satis,; in 18235, 16; in 1826, 3; in
1827 ay/d.in 1828 there were none. To no other cause can
this be-assigned than to a power beyond the law exercised
. by the acting magistrate, against whiclf, however, no public
remonstrance was made. Mr. Pigou has been sincé ap-
pointed to Cuttack, and has pursued the same strong —
interference as in Jessore, but his couyse, although anogt '
humane, was properly arrested, as being illegal, by the Com-
~ missioners. Though the case of Jessore is, perhaps, one of the ="
stromrgest examples of efficacious and unoppused interposition, =
T really believe that there ave few Districts in which the
same mintmry power is nol:.‘ exercised 7o prevent the practice.
In.the last work in the report of the Acting Commissioner
(Mr. Smith) he states that in Ghézipur in the last year
si¥teen, and in the preceding year seven, satis had Dbeen”
"arevented by the persuasions, or, rather, it should be said, by p
the thxeats, of the Police.
Tnrmerable cases of the same kind mln‘hh be obtained
from the public recsds. g
Tt is Suated in ghe lettér of the Colleptor of Gztyi ('Ml
{Trotter), but upon what authority L'nave emitted to inquire, » ~~
that {i:e Peshws {I»presume he means the ex-Peshwi Bijf
Rio) would not allow the rite to_be performed, #nd that in
Banjoi? it is equally interdicted. Thee facts, if trde, would ~ ™ *
" be positive proofs at least that no u.nnmmxty exists among -
the Hindus upon the point of religious obligation. .
Having made inguiries, also, how far satiz gre permitted . "

k]
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- : - s A
' in the European foreign settlements, I find from Dr Carey -

o . that at Chinsurah ng such sacrifices had ever been pgrmitted «
by the Dutch Government. That within the limits of
Chandarnagar itself they wele glsoe prevented; but allowed
to,be" performed in the British territories. "The Dagish
Government of Serampurghas not forbidd®n the ritg, In
%onformity to the example of the British Governmer’_. :
It is a very important fact that, though representations
have been made by the disappointed party to supetio®
authority, it does not appear that a single instance.: ¢ direct
oppositipn to the execution of the prohibitory order 4of our
. civil functionaries hds ever occurred. How, then, can it be
reasofitbly. feared that to the Government itself, from whom
L all authority is derived, and whose power is now universally
cansiiered to be ireesistible, anything bearing the sgmblance
of resistance can be manifested? Mr. Wilson also is of

]

b I . s . . 5 .
="' _ opinion that no immediate overt act of insubordination would ~

foJlow the pubh’catiqp of , the edict. The Regulation of

Government mcy be g‘vaded, the Police may be cﬂgr.npted,

. " ‘Tbuteven here the price paid as Jjush money will operate as
)( a penalty, indirectly foryarding the object of Governments

' T venture, then, to think it completely provgdl that from the

*Native population nothing of extensive combination, or even

_ It is, howevar, a ver, different and much more importint
. qugstion how far the feelings of the Native army migle? take
- »  alarm, hosy far the rite may be in geferal observance Ly
them, ahd “whethty, as in the case of Wellorey designing
* persons might notemake use of the circumstances either for®

_ th® purpose of immediate revolt or of Sowing the,selds of

| e . permafent Jisaffection. Reflecting upon the vast dispropor-
« % Ctiomof numpers Wetweéh our Native and European trodps, It
T wgs obvious that there might be, in any general combination
. of the forces, the greatest danger to the State, and it became

J - n - % » .

/%" . necessary, theveidre, to usesevery precsution to'ascertain the

-
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. %of partial opposition, may be expected from the abolition. - ™

a
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°

o 1mpre=smn.hkely to be made upon the minds of the natne .
o soldiery,

Before, I detail to Council the means I have {aken to
satisfy my mjnd upongthis ¥ery important branch of the ©
inqgiry, I shall beg leave to advert to the name of® Lord"

asgings. It %5 impossible but,that to his most humane,
bene tpand enlightengd mind this practice must haved * e
been often #he subject of deep and anxious meditation. Tt €
Qva# consequelitly a circumstance of ill omen and some disap-
pointmgld not to have found upon the Records the_yaluable
advicegdand direction of his long experience and wisdom. It
is true that during the greater part of his administration he
was engaged in war, when the introduction of such a méasure
would have been highly injudicious. To his successor, Lord =
Amhers}, also, the same obstacle was opposed. I am, show-
ever, fortunate in possessing a letter from Lord Hastings to

< g friend in England upon satis, and from the following e
extrfet, dated 21 N ovember, 1823, I am induced to behege

that,ﬂhgﬁ he remaiged in India, this praetice would long
since fave been suppressed:— g

®The subject which you wish to diseuss is one which must
interest one’s fesling most deeply, but it is also one of extrome
nicety when I mention that in one of the years during my ad-"
& 8 inistration of government in India about 8oo! widows sncrificnd» "
themselves within the Provinces'comprised in the Presidency of
~ Bengal, to which number I very muck suspeet’that very many
notnn?l;l,ﬁmi to the magistrate should be added. I will hope-to
Ifhve credit for being acutely sensible to such an outmgc agninst
lunnum{:y. +At the same time I was awarpt how muéh danger
o might ‘detend the endeavouring to sur.pxpss foreibly a practice so ~
rooted, in tile religious belief of the natives, No men of low caste
are admfitted into the ranks of the Bengal army, .[‘horefom =
the whole of that formidable body must be regarded as blindly . .
“partiat to a custom which they consiller edually, referrible to ,’
family honour and to point of faith. To attempt the extinction, of
the horrid superstition without being sl.lppol'tedcin the procedure

! There must be n Fistake in trke numbers Etnt-ﬂd.—w.rB_

5
]
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by a geal concurrence on the part of the army would h% distinctﬂ;
perilo®. I have no seruplé®to say that I did believe I could have
carriedwifh me the aSsent of the army towards such ar? object.
That persuasion however arose fram circumstances whiclngave me
Jncculia;: influence over the native trogps®’ Ll

" L]
. Lord Hastings left Indingin 1823. It is quite cenbain
fhat the Government of that timeswere much mofe &' Sngly
impressed with the risk of the undertaking than fs uow very

generally felt. It would have been fortunate could fhis”

measure Jave proceeded under the auspices of t:adjlistin-
guished jnobleman, and that the State might have Lad the
benefit of the influerfee which undoubtedly he possessed in
n. pecu'ﬁhr degree over the native troops. Sinee that period,
however, six years have elapsed. Within the territories all
has bten peaceful and prgsperous, while without, Ava and
Bhartpur, to whom alone a strange sort of consequence was
aseribed by public opinian, have been made to acknowledge
oug supremacy. n thimintgrval experience has enlarged our
knowledge, and“has given us surer data upon whi¢h to
distinguish truth from illusion, gnd to ascertain the real
circumstances of our posifion and power. It is upon these
that the concurring opinion of the officers of-the civil and
Tilitary services at large having been founded, is entitled to

. Bur atmost confidence. -

. I have the hanour to "lgmy before Council the copy ofa cir-
eular addressed to forty-nine officers, pointed out {o, 1fie.by
the Secretary to Government in the MiliTary Department 43

being from their jildgment and experience the best gnabltd

“to appreciate the effect uf the proposed measure Jupon the °

natfe afmy, together with their answerd.  For more easy

L] - .
. reference, '{nf abstract of each answer 18 annexed in usegumte

paper and classed Fith Yhose to the same purport.  *
It appears first that of those whose opinions are directly

1 {_Thi; quotakidy has beenagpurately givgn for conyenience on a

* 7 previouy page.—Fd.]
- e An A
s - L] -
- A r
¥
A
- -~ oA

-

L]

o



] LR
108 LORD WAWLLIAMBENTINCK "

é :
*« adverse to all interference whateyer with the practice the
« numbeg is only five ; secondly, of those avho are favpurable to

abolitiop but averse to absolute and direct proh1b1t-wn under

the authoriler of the Go@rtﬁnent the number is twelve ;

tJ:.rdly, of those who are favourable to abolition, "to_ be

effegted by the indirect interfergnce of magistrates and oter

publ®offiters, the number is eight ; fourthly, of those whi

advocate tl!ertotal immediate and public suppression of the
e.prﬁctice, the number is twenty-four.

It vl be observed, nlso, of those who are againgk an open
and dect prohibition, few entertain any fear of immediate
danger. They refer to a distant and tndéfined evil, I can
conceive the possibility of the expression of dissatisfaction
and anger being immediately manifested upon this supposed
attack pn their religious usages, bpt the distant danger'seerms
to me altogether groundless, provided that perfect respect
continues to be paid to all their innocent rites and cere-
mofles, and provided also that a,kind and considerate 1ecr{ud
be cﬁp}mued to thejr worldly interests and Gomforts.

I trust, therefore, that the Council will agree with me in
the satisfactory nature of this statement, and that they will
partake in the. perfect confidence which it has given me of

. the expediency and safety of the abolition.
" In the answer of one of the military officers, Lieutenant- .

Color-l Todd, he has recommendedl that thegtax on pilgrims
shquid be simultaneously given up,ior the purpose of affording
dn undoubted proof of our disinterestedness and ofsour desire
te remove every obnoxious obstacle to-the gratlﬁcutwn of
" their mhmous duties. A very concidéealle revenue is raised”
from thds head, but if it were to be the price of satisfadtion
and co::ﬁdence to the Hindus and of the renewal of all dis- _
strust of our present and future intenfions, the sacrifice nugh{-.‘
be a measure of good policy. The objections that must .be
entertained by all to the principle of the tax, which in

England has latterly- excited vegy great reprobation, formed .,

:’\
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. °
an additional motive for the inquiry. I enclose tzle copy of o ”

o a circalar letter ndrhgzsse(f to different individuals at present e
in charge.of the district where the tax is collected, or who
have had opportuhities, from tikir locq] knowledpe, of forming
L] s . ° . ®
o good judgment upon this question. It will be seen t'.h%t
opinions vary, but upon a reyjew of the whole iy convictign 18
®hat in connection with the presens measure it is mexp2dient
to repeal the tax: It is a subject upon which € sball not
* neglect to bestow more attention than I have been able totlo.®
An abstragt of these opinions is annexed to this minMe.

T have now to submit for the consideration of Couttil the
draft of o regulation® enacting the abolition of satis. Itis
accombaniegl by a paper containing the remarks and sugges-
= tions of the Judges of the Nizdmat Adilat. In this paper
isgepeated the unanimous opinions of the Court in, favour
of the proposed measure. The suggestions of the Nizimat
= “J = .Adilat are in some megsure at variance with a principal <
“object I had in diew, of preventing collision betweer® the

Jarties to the sasi and the officers of pglice. It is"gnly in e
I R

+ the previous pmcesses,.or duringthe actual performance of
the rite, when the feelings of all may be more or less roused
to o high degree of excitement, that I apprehend the possi-
. Dility of affray or of acts of violence through an indiscreet
= And,injudicious exercise of authority. It seemed to me”* o
i, prudent, therefoge, that Lh} police, in the first instance, should
| wagn and advise, but not forcibly prohibit, and if the?sgei,
| in definnca of this notice, were perforifted, that a report
! ehould bé made tofhe magistrate; who would summon the
| "' warties and proceod g3 In any other case of crime. The
I IndSan Ceurt appears to think these priciiutions unneces- -
sy, afid I hope they may e =o, but in the beginning we
¢ " gaunot, I think, procc®d with too much circumspestion™
Upen the same principle, in order to guard against a too &

.,

Py
. hasty oresevere g sentence emanating from extreme zeal on
Y ) »the part of tl":«a‘| Yocal judgey I have proposed that the case

, " i . i -
i ) o . A
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© L .
o "* should only be cognizable by

L ]
-
-

N

o These gre, however, questions whit

the Commissioners of cinenit,

nch Igshould wigh :
discussed in Council. The other recommendatio]fé oEF :ﬁi
Court are Wl worthy ef our 2doption. i

§ have now brought this paper to a close, and I*thin)k”
T hage redeemed my pledge of ngj allowing, in the consid;rn._
tion & thi® question, passien or feeling to have any put, P
trust it will appear that due weight has been given to all
difffculties and objections, that facts have been stated with
truth ofid impartiality, that the conclusion to whigh I have
come ¥ completely borne out both by reason and aythority.
It may be justly asserted that the Gdvernment in this act
will only be following, not preceding, the tide, ofe public
opinion long flowing in this direction; and when we have
taken igto consideration the experience end wisdom of that
highest public tribunal, the L’lz:’tmat Addlat, who, in
unison with our wisest and ablest public functionaries, have

beer? year after year almost sqlicitiyg the Government.tu.

pass 'g‘lp's act, the rgoral and political respensibility of not
abolishing this practice fag surpasses, in my judgment, that
of the opposite course. .

o But discarding, as I have done, every inviting appeal from
sympathy and humanity, and having given my verdict, I may’

ow be permitted to express the anxious feclings with whicl |

I desiwe the success of this measure; o - .
™ figst and primary object of my heart is the benefif, of
the Hin‘l.ius. I ki®w nothing so important to the imp}'ove-
ri®nt of their fubare condifion as the estalMishmeéht Jf a purer

® morality, gwhatever their belief, aned #,mere just conception®
of the avill of Tdd. The first step to this bettor under-
standi.ng will be dissociation of jreligious belief And Practice

@rom*blood and murder. They wil? thef, when “no longer ’
under this brutalising excitement, view with more calmngss
acknowledged truths. They will see that there can be mo

inconsistency in the®ways of Pg(;\ridence, ﬁ.l.ag to the com-, "
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®  MINUZE (continued) 1 e
o
. mand received as divinegby all races of men, ‘ No innocent 7.
° blood shall be spiltp there can be no exception ; ard when "

they shalk have been comrinccg of the error of this first and
Jnost criminal of their customs, wap it not Bi_hoped that
others, which stand in the way of their improvement, fhay
likewise pass away, and thet thus emancipated from those
Mains and shackles upon their ménds and acti(mso, t]*_e& may
no Jonger continue, as they have done, the slgves of evelye
foreign conqueror, but that they may assume their first places
among ths great families of mankind? I disown %, these
remarks, or in this medsure, any view whatever to cot fersion
to our own faith! I"write and feel as a legislator for the
Hindds® and as I believe many enlightened Hindus think -
and feel, -
aDeScending fromethese pigher considerations, it cannot be #
- a dishonest ambition that the Government of which I form a
. o Jpart should have fhe credit of an act which is to wash out
a foul stain upor® Brismh wle, and to stay the sagyifice of
humanity and juStice tog doubtful expedrency; and ﬁmﬁy, as
* & branch of the general administyotion of the Empire, I may
be permitted to feel deaply anxious that our course shafl
be in accordance with the noble example set to us Dby the
. Pritish Government at home, and that the aduptation, when _ ~
* . practicable to the circumstances of this vast Indian populpd ”  #
tjon, of the same enlightened principles, may promotG here «
as avell as there the general prosperity, and may gxaft she
character of our nation. L 2 i ®
) % W. °C. Bekumck.”
s November 8th, 1825% » . a0
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fRENE‘.\"AL oF THE CoypANY'S CHARTER
L]
; -

ArTHOUGH the Charter of the East India Company
was not renewed until the Governor-Generalskip of
Lord William Bentinck was drawing to a conclusion,
the question of its renewal occypied =o much attentign

.. during the whole of this period that it will be con-
venient to consider it now, notW1thsta-ndmrr that it is» ~
" a ht#.lef‘out of its nchmnolorru.a.l fder. . Lord Willidm

Bentinck's appointment as Guvemor—Geneml was
made with a special eye to the Charter debates in the
Rritish Parlisment, and his success in imparting not
~merely an equilibrium to the finances but a hirrhef

tone o the administration of India, answered 't.ht; :

expsﬂtatmnﬂ of his employers,“and pmmoted theit
mtercst.s in the “avmla.twe assembly of the Empne
_AG it ;vas quitd certain that there &ould "be’changes
in the wmxtent, of the pr:mle“fes' chnferred by the
Charter, the East India Company was. nafum]ly

~nxidus to make out the best passible case-for itself - .

against the animadversions of its critics.” Nor was
it possible to ignore the fact that the.,irmpeaehmght

of Warren Hastings had left s its legacy an uneasy -

_;‘

~
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feeling among English public men that’ we héd |,

acquired, grave responsibilities as well as ingreaed -
trade ang dominion by oyr conquests in India, and
&hat perhaps after all a commercial hudy::such as the
Fast India Company, was not the besé qualified” tv
discharge them. The active, pacific, and seforming
ndl.ninistration of Lord William Bentinck enabled the
Company to make out a far better case than®it”
could oitherwise have done, and for this regson his
name will be  associated with what was il ®some
respeeis the most important renewal of the Charter
originally granted by Queen Elizabeth.

oTlie renewal of thntGChm'ter had often befoge sug-
gested the idea of political combat, but on no previous

soccasion were the critics of the East India Company

'theuener y which 'G?rgn%‘ evident when a Seloet Gom- °

more energetic and®ubitant than on the eve»of, the
long Parliamentary discussion which was to Thally
strip it of its little remaining commercial charactez.
Many causes conduced to this result, but perhaps the
most significant of them all was the prevalent in-

; Llin'ation for reform, which, fortunately for the East

India Compaﬁly, splnt its force on matters more

intimately connected with our homc affairs than tle
-y @ 5 v N ~»

condition of our Trade and empire in the East, Had

mithees was, first asked for in 1829 lasted down to the
aubumn of 1833, whea tHe Bill renewing the Charter:
was finally passed, there is every probability that the
House of Commons would have been induced to declare

- that the Comipany had 1)d its day; and that the time
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114" | LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK »
. %‘ad arrived for the British Parliament to assume the
~ ditect.control of India. The interest in the,qu’éstim .
steadily d1m1mshed with each succeeding session, and
~  the Bill WS finally discu ssed and carried in an gmpty
ﬁnd exhausted House. The apathy of the British
Parhame‘lt more thap the’ splendour of the Conn —
panys achievements or the skill of its advocates,
" obtained for the East India Company the desired
renewyel of its political powers. ~
The Charter which was granted by Queen Elizabeth
to the old India Company in 1600 had been frequently
renewed, and for different periods and purposes, The — -
original Charter conferred on the Company its rights |
for a period of fifteen years, but when James I
granted another in 1609 the penod was left indefinite.
— Ignem:g the charters of the Hiinor compa,mes and asso-
ciations which ergoyecl the favbur of Oliver Crom-
well or the Stuarts, and confining our attention to
the original *ndia Company into which the rest were
» , ultimately absorbed, we find that one of the first acts
. of Charles IT after the Restoration was to grant’the -
' ™ Compu.ny a fresh Charter, conftiring upon it larger
"S- pbwersa mcludm§ the nght of malking Poase or war
~ _ With any of the native states of India. This' was the
ﬁrst.,mhmducbmu. ~of what may be cllled the poht:cu.l
clement into the life of the East India- Company,
~vhich had up to that point been-a sb'lct.ly cdmmerecial ~
& ™ body. )
& The next renewal of the Charter was by ¥ 'Vﬂha.m i e
III in 1698. This has been’ called thé foundation of * -

o fa
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all ¢he privileges whigh the Company enjogred do_vrvn "
to its death in 1858. Four years later the €harter

of unionsbetwoen the rivalicompanies confirmed these
cprivileges, and left the period of their enjoyment jo- ©
definite. In 1733 and again in 1766 th& rights of the

Fast India Company were breught under fhe xotice

of Parliament, and in 1773 its charter vgas renewed,

for the definite period of twenty years. This fact
deserves” remembrance, for this interval cont.i.n'-}‘ed to

be obsérved until the last renewal of the Charter in
1853° * The renewal in 1793 was made without any
modification, but that in 1813 decreed that the o
wRnopoly of the Company of trade with Indiasshould e

. cease, and that commerce with that country should

°be thrown opend It‘%iso rovided for an ecclesiasbical |
establishment, with a bishop at Cgleutta and, grch-  — 7
deacons at Madras and Bombay. A still more im-
portant change had lreen effected by Pitt's India Bill
of 1784, which created the Board of Control. This
Board, of six members, supervised the acts of the .

" Company, ang served as an intermediary befwebn
the Government at home and in India. Pt
The withdrawal of the E.I. Comphny's monapoly of .
Jrade with India Gn 1§13 was followed by an oxpa%- o
siop, of Inglish commerce *in Easterh. seas thit led to
a growing<demand for the opening of the trade’with
" China. This fedling®was greatly strengthened by thé

veyy prevalent expectations among English merchants

o

. and manufactarers that.trade with that empire would

" yapidty; develop and prove most profitable—expecta-
a1 2 " ° .
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‘s ¢

¢ tions, it may be observed, which have heen only

* partially realised at the present dfy. In tho course
of the year 1829 petitionstwere presented to Parlia-
mept pra,yfg
andp that if Yenewed it shopld not carry with it a
mondpoly® of Chinese #rade. In the same sessiofl
2 Select Cemmittee was moved for, but it was not
until the following year that it was appointed on
a Govﬁmment motion, Lord Ellenborough movmg it
in the Lords and Sir Robert Peet ir the Commons.
The Government, however, distinctly disclairiéd all
intention of interfering in the matter, leaving it to the
calm atd dispassionate judgment of Parliament. " The

« questions submitted to the Committee were of the
most comprehenswe character, a.pd th% inquiry necgs-"

aanl})"covered a wide ground As Welson well says
in his continuation of ¥ill’s Hmtory —

-

¢ The questmn, however important to the commerce of the
Emplre, was not confined to commercial inter ests; it involved

. ~Jhe whole character of the Government of Indm, the mude in
which_ it might best be administered for the proapenty and

ho.pymesa of the people, the reputatidn of the Legislature, and
tue dwmty and rights of the Crown.’

. The matmct.mns of the Comm]tl"ea ata.ted that 1t was,
‘appoipfed to- inquire intb the presant state of~the
affaifs of the East India Company, and inio_ thfe trade

observations thereon to the House.' =

The couyse of the Committee did nct- run Bmooth.
The death of George IV brought its* laboure; with’

o
oot

g that the Gharter might not be renewed,”

r

. “between Great Britain and Chirfh, arifl to report their -
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the .Ef_e. of the House of Commons, to a sudden aSd .«
precipitate closes Reappointed in February, Iﬁgl,“

the eariy disgolution of,Parlinment againe led to
«its own breaking up, and althdugh recoistituted in

Juhe its inquiries were once more cut short in Octob@r
o

by the necessity for a fresh eection. Finally recon-

stituted in January, 1832, its report was¢ presented
to Parliament in the following August, so that the
whole i the winter recess was left for the cacefml con-
siderafion of the voluminous facts ascertained by the
Committee. The information was interesting even
when it was contradictory, but there is much reason
to stippose that # did yot affect the verdiet ofoParlia-
ment, which had already made up its mind on the

o o main practical points, the trade with Chinasand

tFe administration’ of Tndia. No one expeet‘gcl the ,— =

former to be continiled, and, indifferent as the House
of Commons was te Indian questions, it did ndt

Jminimise their difficulty, and still shrank from the
 yesponsibility of dealing with them.

The imporant and practical consideration of the

‘question was carried on by negotiations between the

Government and the Court of Dirfetors, which pre-
ceded the presentation of the Bill to Parlianfens. The

) first clapse of the*proposed Bill ldid down thaty ¢ the

Chins monopoly was to ﬂe.euse.’ The pros and cons of

lepgth. On the one hand it was alleged by the Govern-
ment, On the sErengt.h of the report of the Select Com-

* 7 mittee, thaf «he profit” of the China trade, which
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‘ annually ‘exceeded one million _sterling, was derwed

‘ from atax both unpopular and uxjust, paidv bv the
British -consumer, and t:ha.’+ this fact was proved by
the lower <prices paid for tea on the continent. Itr
vi’a.s also alleged that the costliness of the East India
Companyﬁa establishment at Canton contributed td"
Jnake the price of tea excessive. The Court disputed
these statements, alleging that the lower prices on the
contmt{nt were due to the inferiority of the article
sold, and also that their profit from.the trade had
been much exaggerated. But although reiteriting
their view of the case, the Court did not pexsist in
fighting a hopeless battle, and asceptéd the first clause

abolishing the China monopoly in deference to public
opindon, and merely st.1pu1a.ted for tlse short respite 7
necessafy to dispgse of the st.ocf: which they were
boun& to keep on hand.

“The second clause of the prejected Bill proposed
tkat the East India Company should be entrusted,
with the renewed political control of India. As it.
was quite clear that this concession was only made
because the British Government was unprepared fo
accept j:hu respofisibility itself, it followed 'that, the
 Cémpany’s best device to obtain_ iricreased commer-
cial privileges s to feign- reluctance to acgept t.he
greab ‘administrative responsibility of ruling India.

In spport of this reluctance, tht Court was' able to'

* show that the revenues of India had notssufficed alope
to defray all the expenses of governing it, and that
the deﬁcxt had only been made good out+of the profits
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of the commercial ogperations of the East Incﬁ; ¥ 5
Company. It followed as a necessary consaqueﬁea o
that if these opgrations were abandoned the deficiency
~would have to be made good frofh some otier quarter, o
as évery one connected w;ith the Compaazy was agﬁéeﬁ
hat competition with private raders would be ruinous
and c it of the question. Practically speaking the |
whole question turned on this point, for although
there wus difference of opinion a8 to the extent to
which “the Indian yevenues were deficient, and as to
whether that deficiency was likely to prove permanent
or not, there was complete agreement on the fact that &
iz dividends or® the Gompany’s stock were peid not °
out of the profits of the
__°Cl:ina, trade. 3f that trade -were abolished it swas
essential to aecerta.i;: whence the Company “was to . wa
procure its dividend, as it cguld not be expected to
perform the onerous tesk of governing India without
some tangible reward. L "
. On the great subject of the deficiency of the Indian
" revenue somg facts and Sgures will be useful and
explanatory of the whole situation. From 1§3.3-w‘ to
1828-9 the average annual deficit Sas not legs than
,£2,878,000, and takipg the longer périod of 8145, -
to (182859 we %ind thate the totdl deficiencyswas
£19,400,000. These figures were the result of con-
¢ sidering "the Trelian® revenues as the sole fingneigl
regource of the East India Company, and testify to i
the fact thak €he Indign revenues_alone were at that
$ governing the country

Pl
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by means of an European administration. The sexious
deficit proved to arise from the government of India
had been met by a considerable allocation of the
profits of téade to the task of administration, and by~
public loans~ guaranteed by the Company. It Svas
not an uanfair or unez.fpected demand for the East
-India Comipany to ask before accepting the political
" dfr ection of India for some guarantee as to the funds
1equ1;e__:d for the accompanying expense. ~

While there was no room for disputing the main
fact, it by no means followed that all the cgnterttions
put forward in consequence of it by the Company
were well founded. Its advocates nfade a great point
of the question of the home remittances, which then

ameunted to three millions sterhncﬂ alleging that” .

thers would be much dliﬁcuft.y in prowiding for their
punctua.l and satisfacfory discharge. The modus
operandi of the Company had been simply to pur-
chase goods‘in India and China, and to dispose of
them in the London market, applying the procceds

to the payment of the home charges. When the com- ‘

meycial department of the Compa.ny was to be closed
it seemed to thém that no alternative was left to

. wnat avas, after all, a very pr1m1f.1ve arrangement.

The smosy experienced bankers and merchsmtq had~no
dlﬁicult.y in exposing the fallacy of this beief, 4nd in

s

showing that the transmission of the'necessary funds

by bills would be easy and efficacious; and it may be

pointed out that this arrangement has vmrkad well
ever since, and is still in force. "

i
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_ ® THE RESOURCES OF INDIA 121
The Company wag also on weak gro‘find wrl‘lén f
assumirg that Wecause the revenue of India was’
insufficient for its purpoges in 1829 if, must neces-
osarily always be so. Lord Willlam Bentinck himself ¢
prgved that the argument was untenable’by convepziﬁg
9, deficit of one million into assurplus of twd millions,
and although that was due to the presérvation of
peace, and the surplus disappeared when the expt?nse
of war in Afghanistan and the Punjab had to be
provi;led for, there was still little or no doubt that
the “®venues of India, properly husbanded and
~ directed, were fully equal to meeting all legitimate
@mands, especfally evhen we consider that Lord
/illiam Bentinck’s policy in the matter of the .
_° M4lwé opiumd had, prf.ctically ensured a valuable
contribution, opaid for by the Chinese dipg-con- -
sumer, to take the place ofothe alleged payment to
the Company by the English tea-drinker. Moreover
.no allowance was made for the eftects of economy
_+and the wide scope for developing the resources of -
_India, whichfirst began to taste the fruits of internal
peace after the campaigns of Lord Hastings;, On an =
impartjfl (consideration of the question it pust be

G

L

La

, allowed that the’Company signally failed to moveits,

caatention, that the resdurces of Tadia mfst b un-
equal to the task of its government. 2

But as has been ®pointed out, the question of thie .
&vidend of the proprietors of the Company was
g.lzart.'from"t-hpt of the administzation of Tndia, and

-

on Chis suI;jéct it could reasonably claim every con-
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122 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK

sideration. As the fight finally resolved itsclf into
deciding what this should be, it is only nocessary
to summarise here the ariangement come to. The
first proposition of the- Government was, that: the-
payment of tue dividends to the proprietors should
be regarded as an anneity chargeable on the terrif
\tori&l revenye of India, and redeemable after a period
to be decided, and at the option of Parliament, by a
payment of £100 for every five guineas of unnuity.
The total of the annuities amounted 4o £630,000 a
year, and it was proposed that all the Cpmpény’s
commercial assets! should be converted into money,
with whkich a sufficient amount of Indian territorial
debt should be purchased to produce an income of
£630,000 a year. In other words, ‘what was pro-
poaea was an act of substat.utmn, the rerenue of India
accepting the responsibility of paying the interest on
the Company’s stock, and the Company assigning its
pessessions to® the reduction of India’s liabilities by-
a similar amount, so that there should result no.
addition to the burden borne by the taxpayers of
thab country. "
As t]q.e possessions of. the Company would produce
_a "sums sufficient for the payment” of the annual ,
dividend' or for &he redemption of the pringipaleat
twenty years' purchase, and as its right fo its

] 5% Lt
! These were estimated by the Company at not less than
£a1,103,000, but ns £8,428,000 were questionable assets, the ot

total was £12,675,900, which at 5 pgrecent. would Have producod
£630,000 4 year. " » "
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comspercial assets coyld hardly be dispute%, it gél; o

lowed that the @overnment's proposition was not "
received with much approgal. But the Government
&neyw its strength and the weakness of the Company,
and it brought all the prgssure it possesded to bea(t_'ﬁo'ﬁ
Ghe Court of Directors. In reply to the sttement of -
the value of the Company’s property, it yéplied that
the proper valuing and realisation of ifs posaessio?m
would téke several years, and that the renewal of the
Charter had to be settled one way or the otfier in &
few thonths. If the Charter was to be renewed at all
the Company must accepb their view of the position.
Imtimidated by fhis aggument the Court gaws way,

L

undertook to arrange that some gollateral Sgearity
should be provided for the poyment of its dividend.
Tven to this suggestion, which was highly natural
ainder the circumstances, the Governmert gave only %

reluctant consent. In addition to the scheme already -«

pro‘vided, it was m-rapged that the sum of 71,300,600

.shpuld be taken from the commercial assets, in;vesi;e(l

in British Government stock,.and Svith accupulated

L

interest should for; a fund that wés to goeon ih-
"

cregsing, until it Had ‘reathed twefve nmillidhg, when

* any farther augmentation was to cease. Aftef con-
*" widerablé discussion®and after a meetingof thelpré*

pijetors of the Company to ratify the action of the
Directors, thee 'Governmgnb was ipduced,to increase

* ¢he pym assigned under this arrangement to two

gested transfer between com-
,T;Euercial and tm-rit%ial claims if the Government
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" mllhons, and with that alteration the arrangement
“ describred was carried out. Ol -

The histopy of thesa negotiations and the volumi-
nous cmreaf;ondence Wwere pln.ced before the Court of
fropnetors dt two general meetings held in March
and April} 1833. At the latter, a series of resolutionS
~were movéd.by Sir John Malcolm, the greatest Anglo-
Indian of the day, approving the conduct and pro-
posals ¢ of the Directors, and recommendingFhat the
terms of the Government should sbe.accepted. The
six resolutions stipulated in their order (1) tkat the
Company should assent to conduct the government of
India zt the sacrifices demandad, provided they were

_ furnished with sufficient powers, and that their

pecuniary rights and claims were adfusted by a fair”
and Jiperal compromise ; (2) Jeltera,t,mg the ﬁnuncwl
a.rrangement describeds for prowdmg a collateral
security ; (3) that the administration of India should
ke given for 'a period of not less than twenty years:
(4) that all measures of expense should originate with.

the Directors, subject to the control of the India -

Board: (5) that the Compan§ should have some
means of attracting publicity, through Parliament or
. otherwise, to its views, in any dispute it might have_
witle the Indiz. Board ; and (6) that the Coust sheald
retain sufficient power over the commercixl assets to
_ ¢nabte them to provide for the uischarge of all obli-
gations, and also for compensation to such of fhe
commercial officers,and servants of the i"ompa.ny
might be affected by the new arrangements.

(al
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The discussion on these resolutions occuptied seggn il
days, bet in the end they were carried by the large”
s majorityr of 477 to 52. ¢The complaigancer of the
Lourk was rewarded by cerfain concessions on the ¢
part of the Ministers, the principal dF which m‘i‘:aﬁ'
= @lready been noted in the augmentation of the fund )
| from #£1,300,000 to £2,000,000. They, flso with-g
drew the veto they had proposed for the India Board
on the s@bject of the recall of Governors and military
commanders—a.praposition which had struck at the
gelf-1spect of the ‘Company, and threatened to reduce
its authority to a mere shadow. Most of the other
suggestions werb adapted in accordance with the
- views of the Company, and a Bill was drafted upon
~  _“them and subifitted in_June to the two Houses of
Parliament. The debate in the House of Cdpmmons ~
calls for no notice. “It was Aistinctly poor, and un-
worthy of the magsitude of the subject—if one

(8}

)

| brilliant speech by Macaulay be efcepted. M.
‘_ . .Charles Grant, afterwards Lord Glenelg, apologised to »
l ’ the House foy, asking its attention to matters gb stch

a distance, and it was to empty benches and, an -

{ interested audience that the sehémé was unfolded for
| .. ,cntrusting the C;:”o'tq.pa,_ny with anotheF twenty years', ¢
‘ lezse of sthe goverﬁmént of India.”-Aa attémpt was
\ . _ madein Gommittee to contract the period of exten-
¢ sion from, twerfty {3 ten years, but the precedents

- frgm 1773 were too strong to justify the reduction.
" .- The Bill wesfjnally read in the House of Commons
" ot tie.end of Yuly, and sent up to the House of Lords.

- ~
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.

The debate in the Upper Chamber was, as is so
‘ often the case in dealing with metters of :mpenal
importance, ,more worthyrof a Bill which<was de-

cldmg not merely the fste of the two hundred millions

&f India, but*the destiny of the most famous trading
company ‘che world hadk ever known, and which haf

,made its 4chicvements a part of English history. Tt

was introduced by the Marquis of Lansdowne, the
Nestor of the Whig party, supported by Lofil Ripon,
and a.ppmved by the Marquis Wellesley on the state-
ment of Lord Lansdowne, but strenuously opposed
on various grounds by Lord Ellenborough and the
Duke of Wellington, who recarded “his views of the

. great Company as he had known it in the days of

Assaye and Argaum. The Court of Proprietors of the”
EastrIgdia Compgny was a.cra.m “Gonvened in August
to express its approvak of the Bill as passed by the
House of Commons. After further discussion it
azquiesced irf the arrangement by a vote of 173 to,
64, the reduced numbers showing the diminished

interest of the Company itself in ity fate, w which

the majority of the Pmnnetors may have considered
ah‘eady decided. “ On zoth of August thes Bill re-

, corvedsthe royal assent, thus compléting the arrange-

ments for what-‘was nonﬁnu.ily “the last but ane,
but in all important essentials the last, renawalf the _
Eharter granted by Queen Elizaleth 233 years before.
In the course of the debate in the House of Lords the
Marquis of Lansdowne referred in elogacnt words to

the good service Lord William Bentinck’had ren dered

-
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in India, to whose ‘vigour and judgment,c he saﬁ:'l, ‘
G it wgs Jue that ethe eexpenses of that countzy fhad-
- o been reduced to such a point as to show that its

.government could be carried dn by means of its

owh yevenue apart from any advantage of tradl.

The’ admission of natives toe & larger share in the

ad}niniatra.tion, and the unrestricted gentrance ofﬂ

Europeans into the country, with rights of domieile,

_pointed to an increased economy and development,
and those inngvations had no more consiftent or
o  poweriul ;advocate than the Governor-General, who
~ gaw in them the only way of establishing an equi-
lilwiim between® revegue and expenditure ins India.

. His direct participation in the renewal of the Charter _
doe§ not transpire, although his indirect influgnce

““upon its fortunes cannof be doubted. His econemies

and his confidént belief tha the Indian territorial
revenue could bear the whole cost of administration
jnspired, on the one hand, the Government with its

. am:s.in reasons for entertaining the same belief, and .

- "on "the other, the East India Company with an
additional motive £6r acceptjng and clinging to the
government of the country swhen “there seemed o _
_Decuniary udvaétﬂg_e to be derived ffom if. eAtthe,_, «
sa.rgé tir’ne, the chiractersof his aflininistrations had
unquestionably enhanced the reputation of the English

-7 governmednt ineInd, and had reached a staddard
beyond which the most zealous advocate of the rights g
of Indid cowld not ab the time aspire. Yet the only
* " part eLord William Bentinck publicly played with

*a
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- revard td the renewal of the Charter was to 1§aue

~a notice in the Caleutta Guzette, © cafling for a o'enera.l
illumination_and a displag of fireworks to celebrate

the renewal of the Charter,” when the news reached,

Iﬁé‘ia in October, 1833. o
If the ronly verdiet ,possible about the renewah
of the Indian. Charter for another term of twent)
years in 1833 is that the result was a foregone con-
clusion, In that the Company could not hope4o retain
the monopoly of the China trade, apd that the Govern-
ment were resolved not to aceept the administration
of India, we still must regard it as a landmark in our
connexon with the great Indian dspendency which
. places England at the head of the empires of the
world. The most unfriendly critic of; the East Ihdianr

Compafiy cannot deny that it had do,ne its country

excellent service. It hpd incredsed the trade of the
nation in every quarter of the Eastern continent.
The skill and cdetermination of its representatives had
» driven a powerful rival from the field in France, a

sefvice especially valuable at & time when on “the -

coutment French arms were Thore fortunate than
ours. Jn the blaCkest days of the A.menca,nnrebe]lmu
A there never failed to come some_ cbeer:mu news fmm
Indi~, reviving the courage=of the Ration, and provmn-
that the power of winning battles had naot departed
The successes of the Peninsuld were matthed and. "~
heightened in their effect by the long successmn of
vietories against some of the most formidable rulers

and races of Hindustin that were achieved nrder * )

n
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-l
Wellesley and Hastings In short, for the better pa.rl;;f ¥
a cenjury the Confpany had provided the nation with =
a  the matérial for the greafest satisfaction in*adding
alike 4o its self-respect and financal prosperity. There o
. would have been marked ingratitude if *without (g;l;‘
. owustshown,the countryhad come to asudderfand arbi-
| trayy conclusion thatthe Company shouldegade to exig.‘t. &
Moreover the Company had shown its full in-
tention tO meet the loftier expectations formed by
English public opinion as to our duties towards the
® inhableants of India. 'Lord William Bentinck was
sent out as a reforming Governor-General, and he in- "
stidufed many refdrms. o If the British Parliament had
. taken over the control of the country it could mot .,
~ "have done mo1p for_ the people than he did. The
_ ‘progress of refurm is necessarily glow, and {-‘vbf:thar -
the Crown or the Company exercised authority,
there were the common obligations of government
which could not be evaded by either. Tord Williain
. Bentinck’s rule was conterminous with one of the -
’ Igrie'f periods of internal and external peace prior o
the Mutiny. He turned it o the best possible aecount
by iptroduging necessary economieS, by carryipg out
ey " s a - -
essential reforms, :‘bg‘g.hprea.dmg education, andelastly , « _
by‘éptrochlcing the ‘ﬁ_a.bives to a shiixe én the’wonk of
"_adminfstiation. The Company which sanctioned'these
easures shared 1n th¥ir eredit, and it would have beefi
highly inconsistent, as well as ungrateful, to decree the
.. death of a greab institytion ab the,very moment that
""" if was giving fresh evidence of its worthiness to live.

P *
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INTERNAL ATFFAIRS

a
Wenay now take a comprehensive view and give
a brief descriptive account of*the general agmatistra.-
tion of India by Lord William Bentinck. Under this
head we have to consider the always delicatd® nd

. important relations that must subsist between the -

cengral Government and the seml-mctependeut Statesg
of Indi%, and althqugh his rufe was paciic in a marked
degrea, Lord Wll]m.m Rentinek "had to arrange more
than one question of difficulty~with them. We may
also record in chronicle form some of those passages

. and events in the daily life of his government t.ha;_.
seem to possess more than epherneml interest. Bx-

clgdmrr external relations and ma.tters of fore:wn
policy, which Wil necessarily form the, _subject of
a!‘sepm afe chapter, in this we may ﬂttempt to deser: ibe_
the ..gen%ml ceurée of his administration, apart Q‘om

his three great reforms, in regard to thag“i saxt, and L5

edulation. . £ -
One of his earliest measures was to pass a Govern-
ment resoluhon forbidding the presentat.mn or recelpt

of official "and other preqents by Be"va.nts of “the
n " e
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" “been cn.the subject of batta.
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C‘ompél;ly. The practice was in estabﬁsh33 acco:,'_(‘i- W g
ance with Easternsage, but it had led to abuses and ;
was thoupht to. be incomp4tible with the dighity of

the supreme Government. Phis reform held with o
regard to the civil servige the same refation as (thg
Rdustion of batta did to the army. It was‘intended

to yeduce the perquisites to which the Apdlo-Indian o
official had been accustomed under the laxer system in

force whén the Company was a purely comige;rciu.l
association, and. when nobody thought of closely
criticitmg dhe conduct of its agents. At the same -
time Lord William Bentinck received the most precise -
inshrlctions from®the Rirectors to pursue a pdlicy of «

. non-intervention with the native States generally, and .
_ %0 leaye the chifs to follow their own ways. The

“intentions of thc Directors were goodsand the prigdiple -
of the new policy sound, but<its application at that
particular moment was*premature. The native rulers
had not been stimulated by ‘our example®and exhorta®
tjons to renewed efforts to purify their administration, -

"and when they, found that the very slight chegk we
exercised was to be relaxed.they not unnaatm.mﬂy
relapsed intp their old ways. The application of the
policy, rather thanthe policy itself, proved unfortanate, . - .
and ~entajled in most casel a more”active ifiterven-
tion tian would have begn the case if it had dever

"

~

not, yest with Lord William Bentinck, whose instruc-
tions were ao precise angl positive ig this as they had

~ om L1
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. .
R «The control which the Eagt India Company hag
established over the majority of the native Sta.t;s, and
which® wassbased on political and financial reasons
Jather than fadministre!tivc, was in no instance mory
) vigorously applied than in that of Haidaribdd, the -
state ruled by the Nisam of the Deccan. From £a
e early periad ‘of our presence in Southern India gs a '
militant nation, the Nizam of Haidaribid had been
our clgsely attached and almost constant ally. There
had been one period of hesitation, when led away by
hostile advisers and by the belief that an ardy dis-
¢ ciplined by Frenchmen might be a match for that
creatél by the English, he onposefl us in arms,but
« the incident was a brief and passing one, and did not -
préduce any durable impression on #n alliance whichi -
- hela,ag'ood during the struggles with the Mardthds
and with Haidar Ali @nd his son Tipd in Southern
India. The obligation to m&intain a considerable
*contingent force at our disposal imposed a severe
* .strain on the financial resources of the Nizam, and as
theseresources were not wisel_};_ dispenged or carefully
husbapded, it happene that the payments often-fell
o ot mamead and the- disorganised conditibn of the
§ = Haidﬁl‘ﬁ-'bﬁd exchequer evenlrujgéq a fear lest they
migbt, fail alfogether. It“must nob be supposedsthat
th: Hrrangement referred to was one-m&e‘d. If ﬂ?‘?« :
"Enéh'sh Goveriment was benehted by the S‘.IPPT';“:
- the financial and military resources Df. H;‘a?da.r;b.a )
the Nizam. was saved by the-English @1as from being ..

ne time, and by the
q.nnihilated by: the Marﬁthz’:s at o e

* e d ! ’
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-1
Muha:nmadan power of Mysore at another. ® The ar- -

rangepant may be fairly represented as having been
» mutuallysadvantageous. With the view.of ensuring
greater efficiency in the Nizam's sérvice, British officers
W_ere" introduced into it, and controlled® the assess’
ment of land and the coflectin of taxes duving ‘the
life, of Nizam Sikander Jah. v " a
In May, 1829, Sikander Jah died and was succeeded
by his scn, Nazir-ud-Daulat. In writing to express
his condolencessor the death of the Nizam, Lord
» Willi@m Bentinek offered the new ruler his good
wishes on ‘assuming the sovereignty of Haidardbéd, 3
and-Ge also notifitd ‘ the intention of Government to
. revise the heretofore objectionable style of correspond-
ance between the heads of the two Governments.’
‘On July 21 Nazir-ud-Daulat wyote asking sthe .
Governor-General to order tho discontinuance of the
check and control exercised by British officers. One
month later the Governor-General replied, granting
this request and withdrawing his representatives, and .
“in October the Nizam was left to carry out His
gowereign® pleasure o his gwn way. Curiougly
" enough the Nizam, having got rid of English officials,
presented a request to the Governor-Géneral'tosalloW , «

a

him, to 1pise a i]er?sona,l Wody-guard-of fifty*English
(% S L¥]

" _soldiers, but he was induced to withdraw his request.
- he admihistration of the finances of»Haidarfbid did

174 will bo noted that the term ‘sovereignty’ was only used
e in_ég‘mspondin?; ith the Nizgm among a¥} the prirces of India.
He wa# treated more as an ally than a feudatory.

e} Lol LEY
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134 LORD IVILLIAM BENTINCK -

diseretion and the advice of Chancu Lall—a-minister
who though$ more of exhibiting the power and wealth
of his master by a lavish and ostentatious expenditure
‘than of the real interests of the people. In the official -
records ihere are frequent references to his ‘pet%
abif ts and mcdes’ of raising revenue—a course which
resulted after his death in the Indian Government
taking over in the time of Lord Dalhousiesthe Berar
districts and applying their reverue, to the discharge
of the Nizam’s obligations towards itself, . .

If the harmony of our relations with the largest of
the nctive states was undigfurbed, Lord Wiiliam
Bentinck had more cause for anxiety in regard to the
affzirs of two other sta.tes' in(:‘:‘outﬁern India, viz
Mysozé and Coorg. .

In Mysore the evil @rose from maladministration.
After the overthrow and death of Tipt Sultin at
Seringapatam, we revived the former Hindu rdgime
in the person of a descendant of the old Mahﬁr(&jésf, X
;ﬁd we gave him as ministeg‘and adviser, Purneq,
ore of the ablest of Indian statesmen. When that
n:iinist'ér retired Tn 1811 he left f.he__ govermnent in a
flourishing condition. The finances were on a sound
basis, ahd the Jpeople were contented and happy.
The new minister, Linga R4j, had neither. his'a.bilityr_/'
fior “his virtue.« The exchequet way soon’ depleted, -
the people were burdened with taxation, a?d after
twenty years of misgovernment they ~were ripe for
revolt. The exhortations of the Resident,, and a

¢ .

rioP improve when the Nizam was left to his~own
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pergonal visit by the Governor of Madras, Str Thorﬁgs -

Mum?o..brought promfses of amendment and p‘dsb-’
poned the day, of reckoning. But the gxtoriions of
the fax-gatherers were resumedl after a little time,
and the people refusing to submit, brok® out in opeh
aebellion and killed sevetal of the Mah4rdjé's ofiicers.
In the province of Nagar the rdyats xose-en musse,
and began what might be called a peasants’ war. '
The Mysore army, although drilled by "English

officers, was upable to crush the moveméht, and
a strong force of Madrds troops had to be sent against
the insurgents. At the same time it was announced
thgt’ their grievances would be consideredy in a
lenient spirit if they desisted from opposition, and
athe presence ofsEnglish officers established confidgnce
in the good Teith of thi¥ offer. The excessesaoi the
Mah4rdjs had so completely; alienated public¢’ con-
fidence that no reliange was placed on the offers made
on paper to grant the peasants wha¢ they justly

demanded. The people remained under arms, and .

- "altBough no fighting actually took place, it Was

exident that "the only way o put an end to the
disorders was to incorporaté Mysofe for a tiﬁg‘e with
the British dominion. The Mah#rdjli was Qeposid,
l‘ur:lﬂuar clpuses in the treaty of 17¢g, and assigned o

'b_plfi‘ce'nf residence and a pension. An English-Com-

- ‘emissionel __a.ssuu:ed the control of the administritios,

-

and in the course of a little time trunquillity and ?

pr:mpel‘it-y returned to the province, Mysore continued
to emjoy the ~advantages of English administration

] o e
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dov\n to '1881, when the descendant of the deposed

’Maharﬁga. was reinstalled, and ‘is the present trule1 of
that provingg. " 3

L]

The second state “with which mterfelence became.
hecessa.ry was Coorg. The Rdj4, whose excdsses
could only be explained on’ the supposition that bs
 Was out of his mind, refused to hold any rela-
 tions with us whatever, and plotted to our disad-
vantage in Mysore and elsewhere. Ataolast our
patience was exhausted, and after a proclamation
was issued declaring that ¢the conduct of the Réj4
had rendered him unworthy of the friendship and
protection of the British Government, war “npas
declared against him. Lord William Bentinck, who

happened to be staying at Utakamand at the time,

assumeil the personal direction of the campaign. His

arra.ngements left no rogm for exiticism on the ground

of incompleteness or over-confidence. Four divisions

were entrusted with the invasion of the difficult;
. country of Coorg.

‘Although an ample force was emEloyed in "the

oppla.tlons, the mva.swp of Coorg was not attended
with conspmuoun military success, and_i5 seemed
lmelyrto prove a very tedious 'br.smess when fm-
t,una;l',ely‘ the Rajs, disheartened by “the logs of h.ts
capital, swrrendered himself a voluntary prisoner.

Ee Was deposed from power, astigned a residence atr -

Benares and a pension, and Coorg, with the tacit
acquiescence of the people themselves, as they at once
desisted from hostility, became British territory.o 7

-
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(]
'El}'e area of local dis;turbancas covered thé Wholen;f T
Indig, but it wa® only in the two cases named that"
provineds had, to be broght under djrect «British
control.  With the King of Defhi himself (who still
retdined the name of the Great Mogul)®and with e
auler of Oudh there were aonstant bickerings' and
differences. The King of Delhi, who frome being the,
patron had become the dependant of the Company,
was discutisfed with the amount of his alfowanee,
and finding thap there was no hope of obtainihg what
he wished, from the authorities in India, he adopted as
a possible remedy the unusual course of sending a
special emissaryto Eggland, and he selected dor this .
. work Rammohun Roy,a Brahman of great intelligence |
__oand aftainmenty. The mission was abortive inasmuch
2s the English Governtuent refusgd to recogpise it,
and the Governor-General wi¥ naturally irritated by
a proceeding which seemed to aim at overriding his
authority. The murder of Mr. Frasew, the Political
,Commissioner at Delhi, by a discontented chief, pro- .
(duded much,_excitement in that city, which as
oxeatly increased when the griminal was brough{, to
trigl apd hanyed for his crime Clike an ordindry _
., offender. Thesza'-‘ passages furnish évidenceeof fhe, . .
- disprganysed condition of affairs %n -the capital of
fibaz'’s dynasty. The remembrance of departed
E ipower wag always Present to addsbitterness £ the »
exjsting financial embarrassment,and there is nothing
surprifing m-he end having comg twenty-five years
Jater in t‘.he'ME‘t.iny.'
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138 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK *°

At. the' other great Muhammadan capital of India,
Lucknow the state of affairs was séill worsep and it
was distinetdy agg:a,\a.ted‘ by the knowledge that,
gnder the new policy, the Governor-General lofs ther
native rulers % free hand in appomtmtr or getting ‘rid
of their nfinisters. The chr of Oudh ruling during
Lmd William Bentinck’s term of power had, as heir
to the throne, been on terms of hostility with his
father's minister, a man of considerable ability, known
by his title of Motamid-ud-Daulat. .On his father's
death he pretended to sink his differences, ard to' take
Motamid into his favour, but this was due rather to
fear of the English Resident than to hi§ own inclinatitn.
_ As soon as he realised that the Resident's hands were

tiedoby his new mat.xuct.lons, he disflissed Metamid”

from°office, and began a :-.ystem of lega? persecutions,
which undoubtedly shomened the life of that official.
The British Government, which had declared its fixed
ititention to stand aside, was insensibly drawn into,
+ the struggle, and the Resident refused to transact,
busmess with the incompetent and unworthy m]mbt.ela
by the aid of whom the, King souo'ht. to carry on the
admlnqtlatlon .&gumst. its own dcc]eued jrtentipns,
.the Indian Government was thus'dra.wn into con- _
twlhrag {he King‘in his chidice of a ministes, , andin
the rebult the King was obliged to send foe a farmer
, diwd 4n and reinstste him in power. ° r
The reforms set on foot by this mlmater, Mahd1 Alj,
arrested the downyard descent of Oudhy; but time
was necessary for him to restore so thai-ougillyfﬂaf

t
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organised a State to aglything approaching f)rosperﬁg', e
and the King teok pleasure in thwarting the Dest
s  arrangements pf his minister. The Resiglent zeported
othat«n his opinion there was nd remedy for the evil
but for us to assume the control of the State for%
>  oertain period, and Lofd William Bentinck pfid &  *
special visit to Lucknow in 1831 to ipform the King
by word of mouth, and by a written desp:tt,ch, that his
territories must be better governed, or we should be
compelled to apaex them and depose him frofh power.
" Unfortunately we did not follow up this step by
cﬁgusistent. action. For a brief space the King was
* irfpressed by ths actipn of the Governor-Gengral, bub c
when Mahdi Ali appealed to the Resident for support
<, " v was refused2on the plea of non-i.ntervention,.with‘ e
=" the consequence {Bat %1l his gogd intenticnsewere
never realised. At the same time that ob&dience
was thus paid to the orders of the Directors, the
A Governor-General showed by his owneaction, and by
, the despatches he continually sent home recommend-,
" ing vigorous intervelztion in Oudh in the event of no
amelioration taking place jn its governme:ﬁt, that *
. the only emedy for maladministrftion in tﬁ:a netive

. States was t.hg_wgi}mt supervision” of the gupréme -
. amthoriky, which his nstructions frbade him tQ exer-
.. cises The vindication of Lord Dalhousie’s frnexion
* "= policy In 1856 would be found 4n the despihtches
of Lord William Bentinck in 1831 and 1832 on the "

su bjedt of ke internal condition of Oudh.
“Fhe grs.w?est‘of a1l these minor disturbances occurred
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. m’che Rafput state of Jaipur. In the time of TLord
‘.'Am ersf we had been compelled te mtervenml} the
most emergefje manner m'the affairs jof that state.
e The Indian Governnfené not only appointed a.per-s
fanent Resid®nt, but bamshed an official named Jota-
R&m; who exercised a pumclous influence over thee = °
.mother of ¢he ¢oung Réjd. Although expelled from
th state the influence of Jota Rim remained undi-
minished, and his faction formed the most powerful
and eneffgetic body in Jaipur. They gpared no effort
to discredit the minister whd acted as Jata Rim’s ”
¢ Successor and to embarrass the British Resident. "
They swcceeded so well in their mzchinations fhat
 the British Resident felt obliged to recommend the .
remqyal of the minister as the step gmost likely to = ~
o restore tranquillity to J aipur” For a time the Rénf
was content to carry ow the government by means
of some of his creatures; buterencouraged by her
gwecess she atelast demanded that Jota Rdm should,
be allowed to return and resume his post. With this
1eqtlesb the Government of India also thought it well
- to qam]?_ly The success_ of the Réni in her dealinga
with t.heﬂEnghah dud not extend to her relafiens with
. th€ thakufs, or nobles of the Staje; who feigned no |

1espe¢.t for a woman-regent; and who regarded Jeta
Rém as an adventurer.

P

e « G
Ah& result of the conflict betweéen the Réni and the i
®thakurs was that the former was continued in the
. Tegency, but this mrangement was not- coneluded 2%
untﬂ Sir Chmlea Metcalfe threw the we:ghf. ofoKis
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" . -, "sympathy of Pnglish authority, into the arms of Sir
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persgnal influence into the scale in support o?ea. £ .
pacificesettlement. Much of the antipathye of “the®
s  thikurswas due to the a.Pprehension that the young
oR4jéshad been made away with, and the production
* of the youthful ruler went far to allay the suspictofls
®f his feudatories, and sufficed to procure for theRéni  °
a bare majority of votes when the Britisk Resident sub-,
mitted to the nobles of Jaipur the question of her Te-
taining the regency or not. Among the most pathetic
incidents of English history in India is thé sudden
appéiranse of the Réji—a child of eight years old,
and the representative of a family whose origin is lost
in‘antiquity—frdm behind the pardah, and his throw- -
ing himself, with touching confidence in the justice and |

(<]

Charles Metealfe, and ‘begging there protectivn for
himself and respect for hi» mother. To such an
appeal there could only be one answer, and the con-
elave of nobles ratified the unexpressed wishes of
, the British representative. Lo
" _ Such was ,the position of affairs in Jaipur when
. Tord William Bentinck becajpe Governor-Generall It *
™ is not duxprising to find that th§ new arrapgerient _
. did not work ‘siltisf.a.ctorily, and that Jofa 8am®oy . _
 his restoration to office ‘behaved tworse then he had
" donebefore. His one thought was to cnrick himself
* % as rapidly as pogsifle at the expense of the pesant;’
byt at the same time he did not conceal his animosity
1o those th3lkurs who had voted against the Réni, and ,
1o @ndeavoused to injure them in every way he edilld.
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142 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK

. % The guarantea of the British Government sufficed to

‘reserve a hollow truce among the contending marties,
but it was fatile to pamfy" the unpaid, soldiery, who
had to be bribed into mfocd humour. The thakurs
r%ma,med alodf and defiant, and the elevation of Jota
Rém to the post of mindster “Wwith the sanction of the

.Bntlsh Government did not effect that improvement

which was expected from this fresh accession of dignity.

Jota Rdm was encouraged by his success te proceed
to extr®mities against the thikuys., He cuitailed
their privileges, and attempted to substitute hiscown
troops for theirs in the garrisoning of certain strong-
holds. oThis step provoked a givil war in 1830, Wad
. as the non-intervention theory was then in vogue the

rwa.}. parties were left for a time togsfight out, their~

—_

Ao

- qua.rml.wmhout oyr assistance of supexkvision. ‘Such

fighting as took place evas of a desultory and un-
certain character. It was orly when Jota Réam
neenaced the territory of some of the thikurs whom,
. we had guaranteed in their possessions that anything
of & decisive nature took place. In face of the t.h1ea.t

* of § Bntlsh force he was compeﬂed to abandon the

mtcntu%n of appropriating the territory of some of
ths principal nobles. Baffled in ;hr.: project he had _
recousse fio other disigns, in the’ midst of whigh, hq;v-
ever, he lost the assistance of the Rénf, who died i in
1834 This evert proved the ‘begiuning of more -
aeuous complications in Jaipur, for a few months
. later the young Réjé himself died, and itawas st.rongly

sus;pectad from poison. C- .o
o8 .
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As may be imagined, this event greatly’i.ncreas?czl p
the ipdignation amd excitement of the thikuss, Shot'
at once™procepded to Jalpur at the kead of their

~carmed retainers. Jota R%ms offered to resign, and

the Political Agent, wab ordered” tb

daipur to superintend fhe new arrangements neces- ‘
gary for the government of that states Ibwas quite

Rém’s offer was insincere, and that he

would net resign his power without an effort fo retain
it but the lengths to which he would go for the sake
of ambitin were only’half suspected. His plot was
marked by ‘equal astuteness and audacity. He en- ‘

divert suspicion from himselfyat the

same time that he had recourse to violent measures.

T
3
. * Major Alves,
clear that Jota
]
~
degvoured to
*-e,‘-,-______’

-

"By rajsing & popular disturbance on the very day of
the Political Agent's arfival, and by hiring assessins

to murder the English officess, ho hoped to embroil
the thdkurs with thesGovernment, and that he might
Jbe brought back to power through their being dis-

eredited. s

-~

=" 'Phe first part of his plot succeeded admirably.

]

- . - - - - e 4
is emissaries raised a public disturbance ; fthe *

assassing wouilded the Agent, whKbse assistant, Mr.

>

-

[

. Blake, was killed lgy‘ the mob, and In thé I;idst‘of. -,
. the, disorder and alanh seme thouxht Shat Jota Ram

_was the ealy person who could restore ordet.. Un-

s m‘-fortunat.ely for hird the assassin shad been faken
prisoner, and conlessed that his instigators were Jain !
bankers, conrected by blood and, interest with Jota |

Ram., Jotd Rim and Ris brother were arrested and
" A

L] - "
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brought to trial. They were both sentenced to deu.th
“but this penalty was commuted toamprlsonmpm; for
life in British territory. The affairs of Jaipur were
, ﬁnnlly adjusted by the Council of Regency for the-
new 'R4j4 (who was a mere chlld) being placed under -
the ‘protection of a British Resident stationed pern ~
omanently at dhe capital. Thus ended in the full
assertion of our power the long period of confusion
which had disturbed the most importand of the
Rijput ‘states during ten years, and, it would have
been better for it and for us’if that step,had*been "
~  taken at a much earlier period. &
* Our nelations with the other native states of IMia
~ were not without their gratifying features. Among .
these may be cited the re!‘uss.l of the Mahdxfjs of~
~ Pati#la to accept interest on a Toan of twenty lakhs
which he had very opportunely made to us. The
same chief also sold to us for another tract of territory
the remainder of the district of Simla, which was,
~ than beginning to be regarded as the mest convenient_
sa.mta.rmm in India, and the proper hea.dqua.rﬁers of i
the Government during the hot weather. Our cor
neXion ‘With the ‘place which is now so famous in
b Anglo-lndmn life was not very _01‘:] in the time of
) Lord. Wiliam: Bentinck. A portlon of tha hill.on -
whiclr 1t stands was retained by us after the war A
with"Nepil in 1815-6. An Efiglisk officef evected~ -
" the first residence (a thatched, wooden cottage) there
in 1819, and three years la_a.ter this \bu:ildjﬁg .wans
converted into a substantial house. In 1826 a small

-

™

3
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~with the Garkhas in 1816 we restored that district,
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settjement had sprung up, to which the®name %f p

Sim]§. was given,sand in 1827 Lord Amherst was “the™
first Governor.General to® pay it a visit. In 1830
the temainder of the hifl wald obtained from the

. Malisréj4 of Patifla in the manner described; and

thenceforward, irregu]ar?y at, first, but in the“end
with unfailing punctuality, the Governent of India
moved its headquarters to that pleasant Fesort on the "
slope of sthe Himdlayas in the hot season of every
year. i v
Simla was not the snly hill sanitarium acquired
during the time of Lord William Bentinck. One of
hisciast acts was 4o pugchase from the Réjé of Sikkim
the 8ite on which Darjiling stands. After the war

wl‘lidh"they had seizdd, %o the Bﬁjé; and it was not
until 1835 that we acquired by purchase the tertitory
which was known until the other day as British
Sikkim. Lord William Bentinck thus gstablished the

two best-known hill stations and sanitaria in Northern
" “India.

-

"<One of the chief "d:la.racte}'istics of Loxd V;\'-'illi.a.m
Bentincla yvas ehis desire to see fhings for "himself.

Certainly no English ruler of India"had Visited %0 ~
"mapy parts of {he perinsula, In the first six mgnths

of his Eastern vesidence he visited Burnfh,. then

& e : )
. "erecently annexed. Every summer faw him onftocr,
L

- gtaft-he protesded to TRakamand, the sanitarium of

~ and when the accommodation of Simla was found to

be insifficient, for the requirements of & headquarter
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146 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK -
M;dms ‘It was in some degree due to this habit of
"seeing things for himself that he obtained the ee:nuta,-
tion among Anrrlo-In(ha.n 6fficials, which finds expres-
smn in the pages of bh'.ne of being ¢ very suspizious
and Obstinaté” Indeed, all that somewhat acrid critic
can find to say in hise favour is that ‘under Lord
, William Benptiack’s administration the foundation of
much solid improvement has been laid in India’—a
grudging and unworthy summary of one of* the most
brilliant periods of reform in the history of the Englmh
in India. :

Reference has been made to the fact tha.t. Lord
Williary Bentinek found the Iudianr exchequer With
. a deficit of one million, and that he left it with a

surplus of two millions. This was* not the only” —
~ finardcial diffculty with which he Aad to cope.

Calcutta passed througlra grave commercial crisis in
the year 1833, when with hardly a sign of warning
the five principal mercantile firms of that city failed..
~ Their liabilities, which amounted to several millions,
inflicted & most serious and much felt loss on the_
Compa_p_ya servants who, attracted by a higher rato

__of mte;test had d‘epomted their savings with them.

——

Tfe eause of their downfall seems 1o have been their
excesswé expeaditure, with‘a view of competing with -
the numeroua rivals who appeared on the ceene after
tie first withdrawal of the Comtpany’s commercial -

privileges. The effects of this keen competition were -

eggravated by the slow development ofIndian trade,
which did not increase in the manner expected,and

Gaem ™
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whmb was in the engd only stimulated by the mho-
ductiom of steam® navigation. That event cdme t00
»  late to avert the crash which degtroyed the nferchant
“plmces of Calcutta, and the Govemment was helplegs  ©
c, " to avert it, or thought more of itself proﬁtmg by the
Bccasion. Its efforts to borow money had never .
previously succeeded when offering les§ &han five pers
cent., but Lord William Bentinck was quick to see the g
opporturilty furnished by the discredit of the private )
firms, and brought~out in 1834 a four per cent. loan, . .
which® wes very readily taken up. The winding o~ ©
up of the affairs of the house of Palmer and Co., )
of §Haidarfbdd, “which had failed in the fime of |
e . Lord Amherst, produced much litigation during the o
< = "Ggvermor-Genefalship of Lord William, and ®on-

- stituted anotlrer commercial incident of impeyfance -~
which should be mentioned,Calthough space is not
available to enter intb the details of an exceedingly
intricate and delicate matter. It is clirious to notd

° tha.t one portion of the business, that relating to th.e &
. c]mms of the yepresentatives of Sir William Ru.mbold
._ Wwho was & paltnm in theeﬁlm,cwas only,-aetb!ed
e a short {fime ago by the considerate and genemus —
. . action of the plt;,sen‘ﬂ yeigning Nizam. 2 g
Ia October, 1833, Lord William Bentinck " a@m}med o
_ the cmménd of the army on the retirement of Sir
”/_‘Edwmd Barnes,” apd %hus combined "the functiofis ‘of - -
Cgmmander-m -Chief and Governor-General. = This
upion of tlie “highest givil and military. posts had
’ occuﬂﬂd on tm) previous occasmns, in 1786 when the &

-
P
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148 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK »° =

g Ma;;quls Cornwallis held both_offices, and again in
‘181 3 imr the person of the Mmqms o? Hastings~ ,, @
Mention should not be omitted of. Lord*William
¢ Bentinck’s mafrniﬁcéntﬁhospitality,’ to use the vrords~
of Mr. Greville. He was the first English ruler to
entertain on a large scade, and under his auspices the °
rbreakfasts® amidl receptions at Government Hoyse
became a recognised function for simplifying the task
of a.dnumstra.t.lon and for establishing social'relations
R between natives and Europeans. dn, this portion of
his duties he was greatly assisted by his wife,~tvhom °
Sir Charles Metcalfe described as ‘a most engaging .~
womar; and whose charities were fimous duringSher
« stay in India, and much missed after her departure. .
Thesbest description of her cha,mctez and virgues iy

~

P
« that"given by My. Greville ‘after her eleath in May,
1843. It should be ret.d for the light it throws on
the character of one who was most nearly associated
tvith Lord William Bentinck in his public career of
- * fort.y years, but about whom the recoxds of Govez n-
menﬁ are unavoidably silent. . . )
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CHAPTER VII , |, .
" g »
EDUCATION
n ]

Or all the acts-associated with the administration

of L8rd William Bentihck there was none more im-
portant or of greater consequence than the new
ecication policy inaugurated in 1834, which was
based on the establishment of English as the official _
~langusage of th® cqxgat.rg. This policy was an inno-

vation, and was regarded Dy sgme of the cmost .

experienced men in India os full of danger. The
East India Company respected the language as well
,as the religion and customs of the people, and tke

-]

" _misfortunes from any attempt to interfere ;vith' it.
@ introduce English into the schools and to make ~

it the ‘vehicld of knowledge was represented as

destructive of the national learning, and to su-'bstiﬁ‘iia,r

o

3=

Orientalist school predicted innumerable evils and -

L]

ths tongue of the’ Europtan congflorox for Persian in? __

.

...~ the ®urtsof law as certain to be followed_by?mpopu;

- larity, if not aﬁsglui'?e animosity. In support of these |

views were to be found such venerable names as the '
oPrinsé‘ps ; "but, they were too far-fetched to carry the
waight to which those who held them were entitled

-~
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150 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK «°

by their finguistic attainments and sympathy with
"the Tatives of India. The Englishs school, as.if, was
termed, . was «composed of “younger men, ani repre-
sented the more practitalside of Indian administration. »
The late Sir Charles Trevelyan and Mr. Russell Col¥in,

who “was Governor of the North-West Provinces im
Lhe first days of the Mutiny, were its principal leading

men Sir Charles Metcalfe and others of the leaders,

and of the day supported them. -

It mafy be doubted how the cantest would have
resulted between these two ‘opposing parties” but
for the efforts and genius of Macaulay. The Charter
Act of 1833 provided for the appointment of nn
additional or Law-member to the Council of the
rG‘am‘.rc,a;::.\.ctr-G.e::leml and the post was offered to-
~ Mr. Macaulay, who had shown " himself the ablest
aupporter of the India Bill in the Houso of Com-
mons. * He arrived in India before the end of the
year, and he -at once took a controlling part in,
~the discussion of all matters relating 4o education
and legal reform. It happened that at the moment

~ of Kis mnva.l the subject of education was a buma

-

ing topm on account of the differenve of ¢ ropinjon
pxévmlmg in the General Committee of Public In- _
struction.” The question in dispute was as to the
pnnclples on which the Government subsidizs skould

ba‘alh)tted. to the different colléges vhat had been ’#*

" established by English initiative since Wa,uenHastmgs
founded the first of, them—the Calcutta Golle,rra__m
the  year 1781 The main pnnclpla at stake was'the

-
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queagi,on of the langua.’ée in which instructin shollfd | ’
be given, and the difference between the opposing'’
~  parties bas begn summed p thus:— o -

¢Hulf of the Committes called the “Orientalists” were
for fhe continuation of the old system of stipinds tenablé fok
" swelve or fifteen years, to Studegts of Arabic and Sarfskrit, -
and for liberal expenditure on the publication of works in
thése languages. The other half, called theo «* Anglicists,"»
desired to reduce the expenditure on stipends held by “lazy .
and stapid schoolboys of 30 and 35 years of age,” and to 7
cut down the sums levished on Sanskrit and Arabic'printing.
7 At tlpe jupcture, Governinent requested the Committee to
~  prepare a scheme of instruction for a college at Agra. The
Committee were ufterly unable to agree on any plan. Five
members were in favou? of Arabic, Persian, and Banskrit
learning, and five in favour of English and the vernacular, ,
“with iast so mikh of the Oriental learned lenguages as

il

would be neceseary to Batisty local preLuﬁicea.’ 8
- Macaulay on arriving in India was &ppointequresi—
dent of this Committte, but he refused to act as such
~until the Governor-General had decided upon the lar™
_ aguage of {nstruction. In his capacity of Legislative ~
_member of Cquncil, however, he was neither t_}ifﬁd?ant.

]

-

_~  for inactive, and when the question was' Rrovght °

"

before .Council by the rival .part?es,; who naﬂreé'aed _
. their argumentg'in #he form of letters, dated z1st and, - .
* 22ad January, 1835, redpectively; he axpf-tgsed Wy .
. views on the matter in dispute in a masterly ninute,
7 dated 2nd. Febfugry'of that year, aad from shich e
mast quote the following paragraphs, as it is im-
possibie to°desgribe the _points indispute in clearer or
more-expressive language :— .

]
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"“It does’ not appear to me that the Act of Parliament can
“by ‘any art of construction be maude t~ bear the

0
Jneaning
which has been assigned to it.

1 It contains nothimg about

the particular language~ or sciences which are to be studied.
s, «» « It is argued, or vather taken for granted, that by
literature the Parliament can have meant only Arabic and
Sanserit literature, that #hey never would have given tie °
honourable appellation of “a learned native” to a native who

* was familiar fvith the poetry of Milton, the metaphysics of

Locke, and the physics of Newton; but that they meant to
designate by that name only such persons as might have

. studied in the sacred books of the Héndus all the uses of 3

. kusa-grass and all the mysteries of absorption inte thé Deity.

( This does not appear to be a very satisfactory interpretation. . ©

' To takea parallel case; suppose that the Pasha of Egypts a

country once superior in knowledg€ to the nations of Earope

but now sunk far below them, were to appropriate a sum for_

-

the purpose of “reviving and, pl‘qmotinﬂg literat&e and -~

~ encofrgging learned jnatives of Egypt,” would anybody infer
that e meant the youth ofhis Pashalic to give years to the
study of hieroglyphics, to search into all the doctrines
(isguised under the fable of Osiris, and to ascertain with all
possible accuracy the ritual with which cats and onions were
« ' apciently adored? Would he be justly cliarged with- in-- .
coﬁsistepcy, if instead of employing his yopng subjects in.
decjphering obelisks he were to order them to be instructed
in the Efglish and Irench languages, and in all tlre sciences
== tonwhich those lafiguages are the chief keys? . . .
©° " ¢The aqmirers of fhe Oriental sjstem of education have ~
-— used Tingther argument which, if we admit it to be \'g}i& is
decisive against all change. They conceive that” the i)ublic '
, faith 1 pledged to the present system, and that.to alter the .
appropriation of any of the funds which have hitherto Leen
spent in encouraging tﬁhe study of Arabic and,Sanskric wonld
be downright' spoliation. It is 2ot easy o uiiderstangd-hy

- $im
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w]mt.gprocess of reasoning they can have arrifed at a:;a 3
o conclusjpn. The gaants*which are made from thy piblio”
purse fordhe encouragement of literature differ in no respect
from the grants which are made fyom the Same ﬁnrsa for
Pother” objects of real or suppoted utility. We found o o
sanatorium on a spot which we suppose to Te healthy, Do
%e thereby pledge ourselves toskeep a sanatorium there if
the result should not answer our expectations? We com-
mence the ercction of a pier. Isita violationl of the pub]icm
faith to stgp the works if we afterwards see reason to believe 7
that the building will be useless? The rights of prgperty are
undoubtedly sacred. ® But nothing endangers those rights so

&All partics scem to be agreed on one point, that the
° dialects commonly spokel among the natives of this part of
JIndia contain neither literary nor scientific information, and »

== ave mdreover s0 ;mﬂl'ﬂpﬂ rpde that until they are enriched

" svergacular amongst them. What then shall that language -

from some othef quarter it will not be £asy to trandafe any -
valuable work into them. It seems to be admitted on all
sides that the intellectusl improvement of those classes of the
people who have the means of pursuing higher studies can
“at present be effected only by means of -some language not

Jbe? One halfpf the Cammittee maintain that it should Dbe
the English. The other half strongly recommend “the
Arabic aad Santkrit. The whole québtion seems to m to
be which language.is the best worth knowing? I have oo 7

® knowledge of eitier oSekscrip or Arabig. But I have done
" whiatJ could to form a correct estimate of their wlﬁz. I &»

._'..._._. have read translations of sthe most celebrated Arabje and

=* " Sanskrit werks. "I have conversed botlf here and at home ,
with men distinguished by their proficiency in the Eastern
to%g-ueé’. I am. quite ready to take the Oriental learning at

- thesxaluatior? of the Orientalists themselves. "I have never

a
- a - *

much®s tha practice now unhappily too common of attributing
™. them to things to which they do not belong. ... o
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~ found one &mong them who counld &eny that a eingle shelf of
"% good European library was wortl{ the whole native fitera-
ture of India and Arabia. The intrinsic superiority 6f the
Western literafure is indeed fully admitted by those members 0
¢ of the Committee who supjfort the Oriental plan of education.n
It will hardly be disputed, I suppose, that the departmeht of -
literature in which the Fastern writers stand highest ¥ o
_poetry. And I certainly never met with any Orientalist
“who ventured” to maintain that the Arabic and Sanskiit
~ Poetry cquld be compared to that of the great European
nations. _ But when we pass from works of imaZination to
~ works in which facts are recorded and general principles
= investigated the superiority of‘ the Europeans bscomes ©

5 absolutely immeasurable. It is, T believe, no exaggeration

=

to' say that all the historical informatiqn which has been
collected from all the books writterf in the Sanskrit language
<is less valuable than what may be found in the most paltry

abridgments used at preparatory schoolsfin Englead. Jn" o~

- every"‘lganch of physical or moral philosophy the relative
position of the two nationsds nearly the same,

‘How then stands the case? 'We have to educate a people

who cannot at present be educated by means of their mother

tongue. We must teach them some foreign langunge. The"

= " clgims of our own language it is hardly netessary to reca-,

=

p'lhila.te.? It stands pre-eminent even among E_he languages of

the ;West. It abounds with yyorks of imagination not inferior

to the nfblest whick> Greece has bequeathed togsus; with -
—mclels Jof- every species’ of eloquencgy with Kistofical

. ':composit".iogs which considered mex=l§, as~ narratives have »

~—. seldorn heen surpassed, and which considered as vehicle® of *

ethical and political instruction-have never beén equalled ;

o g . = o ~ e :q'_\,..-:-—\
~ with just and livély representatioris of “human” life and < "

-

" human nature; with the most profound speculation on

metaphysics, morals, government, jurisprudence, and trady ;
with full and" correct” information® respectiag avery experi» -~ °

-

«

-~
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mentzl geience which tends to preserve the health, fo increase .

the cq?nj;ort, or to axpunﬁ the intellect of man. Whoe‘ver nh
knows that language has ready access to all the vast
intelleEtunl wealth which all the wisest nations of the earth

Rave greated and hoarded in the cotirse of ninety generations,, 2

lhguage is of far greater value than all the literature which
300 years ago was extant in all the languaggs of the world
together. Nor is this all. In India, English is the language ?
spoken by the 1uling class. It is spoken by the higher o
class of natives at the seats of Government. It is Jikely to
become the language 3f commerce throughout the seas of the

East. "It is the language of two great European communities ,
which are rising, the one in the south of Africa, the other in =
Australasia; communities which are every year bgcoming B

~ more important and more "closely connected with our Indian

Empire. ‘Whether we look at the intrinsic value of our 2 >
literatuf® or at tl> povkiculgr situation of this countrf we
shall see the strongest reason to think,that of all {p’feign -
tongues the English tongue is tha® which would be the mott
useful to our native subjects.

“The question now before us is simply whether, when it,
is in our powen to teach this languuge, we shall ‘teach
Mngnages in which by universal confession there are Dbp Toa
hooks on any subject whigh deserve to be compared, to our
ofny whether, when we can teach European sci’e_pca, we
shall teach gystefhs which by unigersal’cunfession \\:‘hene'irer
they differ from those of Europe differ for”the worse; and =
“whether, when wecan plronjse sound Dphilosophy,and true
‘historg; we shall couritenance at the public expense;médical >*

-

—= doctrines which would disgrace an English farrier, astro-

-

b, would .mo'-{’a laughter in dirls at an English i .
beayding-school, history gbounding with kings thirty feet
hié]: and reigns.3o,000 years long, and geography made up

- of segs of tréac]dand sead’of butter. ... The 'languages of
&
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-~ Y{e‘_stern ﬁ'urope civilised Russia. ‘T cannot doubt that, they

“will do for the Hindu what they hdve dane for the Tyrfar, |,
“The, fact that the Hindu law is to be learned chieﬁ;r from

Sanskrit books and theMuhasumadan law 7 rom Arabic books

cag been much insisted on) but seems not to bear at all of)

the question. We are commanded by Parliament to ascertain
and digest the laws of dndia. The assistance of a Ly
o Commission hag been given to us for that purpose. As soon
as the code is promulgated the Shasters and the Hedaya will
o be useless to & Minsif or Sadr Amfn. I hope and trust
that before the boys who are now entering at the Madrasa
e and the Sanskrit College have compléted their studies this
& great work will be finished. Tt would be manifestlyhbsurd  ©
& to cducate the rising generation with a view to a state of
things yhich we mean to alter before they reach manhogd.
But there is yet another argumeént which seems even more
- untenable. It is said that the Sanskrit and Arabic are the
languages in which the sacred books of 2 Nundred million of
- peopﬁe,ara written,.and that they are on <that account en-
titled to peculiar encouragement. Assuredly it is the duty
of the British Government in India to be mot only tolerant
~but neutral on all religious questions. Dut to encourage the
study of a literature admitted to be of small intrinsic val ue,
~ ouly because that literature inculeates the most serious arory
on_the_most important subjects, is.a course hardly recon-
cilible, with reason, with porality, or even with that vefy
nefitrality which ougnt, as we all agree, to bd sacrgdfy pursued.
" I2is confessed tiat n language is barren-of useful kiowledge.
" *We are Ao teach it because, it fs “fruteful of monstrous”™
7~ supelstitions. We are to teach false history, false natgqn%my,'
false_medicine, because we find them in comf)arny with «

- Tfulse veligion. W& abstain, and T trfust shall always abstain”
from giving any public encouragement to those who .are
engaged in the work_ of converting natives, to C]n‘istian‘:'ty.
And while we act thus can we rzasonably dnd ’deuen'[;_l}:_h-ilje Vs

<

~

2



i

o

1 -

*" Zconvey iﬁnprovem‘?nﬁ’ to the natives of India.’

L ' 4
LR ]

- L
UNANSWERABLE ARGUMENTS 157

men olgt of the revenues of the state to waste theif youth?;
learning how they axe to purify themselves after touching’an !
ass, or wint toxt of the Vedassthey are to repent to expiate
the crime of killifg a goat ? . .a - ™ *

" ‘To sum up what I have said.® I think it clear that e o

ate not fettered by any pleglga expressed or’implietl', that
w2 are free to employ our funds as we choose; tha? we
ought to employ them in teaching what,is best worth
knowing; that English is better worth Khowing than
Sanskrit oy Arabic; that the natives are desirous to be .
taught English, and are not desirous to be taught Sanskrit
or Arabic; that neitier as the languages of Jaw nor as the

languaes of religion have the Sanskrit and Arabie any = -
seculiar claim to our encouragement; that it is possible to i
moke natives of #his country thoroughly good English :

~ scholars, and that to this end our efforts ought to be

divected.’ 2 2 .
= a 2 » "
The arguments recorded in this masterly L""Iiaute

are unanswerable, and leave lttle or nothing fifrther

to be said on the subject of making the English lan-
guage the vehicle of instruction in India, but the> -

deliberate opinion of a practical Anglo-Indian ad- ,

« 0 o \

ministrator like Sir Charles Metcalfe must ineredse
tho weight attaching to the, logic and acumén dis- °
plaged in, Madaulay’s exposition ® of the q?:aesti‘bn. B
.And Metcalfe wrcte, the following plain wordseon the ="

-subject :—* The Enjlish language eesms to me o be .
the @anndl through which we are most likely to

L
P

Before Macaulay arrived in India, Lord William Xt
Bentinok Hud~ shown that his sympathies were in
favotr of Enmglish education. Among ’ other acts

"
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3 .poi.nting.to this conclusion mzi.:y be cited his Invitation
to Krishen Rao, head master of tie school a4 Sigar, -
to visit Caleutta at ].ﬁs ov';.'n Personal expenge, go that «
o .he. might become betper acquainted with European
ways and clvilisation., T

n_such visits and Ppersonal
confact he saw the best means of opening the minfs "

o Of natives oo the benefits of education. Full ex-
Pression was given to these views in the celebrated
™ Resolufion of March 7, 1835, which finally decreed
o that English should be the official danguage of India,
. The Orientalists prided tHemselves on-beifly the °
® better friends of the Indians, and they considered that -~
the blow dealt to their classical “languages wcald
o Cramp the political future and injure the interests -
° of the natives. Experience has refuted these opiniops, ——
« if irfdged they were ever tenable. Tlere can be no
doubt, that the students”of Sanskrit and Arabic would
never have been admitted to thé same share with our-
" elves in the® government of India that they now
o * Dossess as fluent masters of the English lauguﬁaga, .
The Orientalists were in realify the enemies of thg
. Hiﬁdu: race, and the Fnglish reformers, headed Ly
Lord W‘illiam peﬁtMck, Macaulay, and Mefealfe, its
. " otfue frtends. The latter were right"not only in prin-.
" ¢ ciplebuf in axticipating thit the natives wald madter-
" our Ianguage with ease, ard become as’ fluént in.,__
it®as the subjelt Gauls and FAﬁ;icE.ns became inZ
0 the Imperial language of Rome. Even if the reslt
had furnished a less complete vindication of theiy i
vigws it would still ]mve'beeﬁn impossib]g to ;m,-}fign

-
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then‘ _policy, for it was the only one capablé of eatm- .
f}'mg:. the requuemeuts of an alien dominatien such
as we hid established in Iidia, and at the same time
of providing the inhabitants avith s legitimate share

* in the government of their country. There must of
recessity be some bond of union between the rfling
power and the subject if the relationship is to prove |
enduring, and in India it is out of the question to
expect tkut either race or religion will supply the =
desired link. Theye was left only language; and it

" canndb be, doubted thht if English had not been
placed in a superior position to every other language %
spcien in India there,would have remained @ wide

- and unbridged abyss between the rulers and the ruled.
The educated ﬂq,twe of Ind.w. whether he be Hdeu
or Muhamma.dan, now spea.ks English with as_much
fluency as can be expected ¥ the use of a foralgn
tongue, and there is mo doubt that to this cause is
xnainly due the growing conviction in India that the> -
mteresta of the two countries are identical. That -

‘ na.twe opinion has faken this desirable course it
]mgely if not excluswely a.ttn;buta.ble tothe 1eBQ1u£1’on
adopted, by Lofd William Bentinck in March, 1835,
o make Enahsh *the_official languarre of India for ~
“admission into the pu'bhc gervice andbfoz the &spmsa-
tion & justice in its higher forms.

- > The médgtion *of admission into the public sefvite .

“ suggests the consideration of the most important
consequenc&‘ of that resolution. from the evidence

) proaaeed before the Select Commlttee in 1853, on the

2
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& oecasmn Of the final renewal Of the East India Qom-
pany 's.Charter, it appeared fhat the clause_ in the .
Act of- 1833»1(4.13.&111,3 to the admission of mtlves to
higher appointments”was nserted at ‘the instance of
Tord Willian? Bentinek, who never ceased to retom-
mend its adoption, and wifn this positive statemert -

o before us i will be readily understood how determined
Lord William Bentinck was to make English the

™~ basis of education in India. If the education resolu-
tion hall not heen carried into effegt the clause in the
Charter Act on the subject "of the employment of » ©

A natives would have been a dead letter, and it would

have been impossible for Sir Chares Trevelyanste
. have placed on record in his evidence before the Select
Oorgmlttee of 1853 this i impor tant opmion :—g "

& ‘Tad’;ord Williano Bentinck belon«s the® great praise ol
hrwmg placed our dominiéh in India on its proper founda-
tion in the recognition of the great principle that India is

" o be governed Aor the benefit of the Indians, and that the

advantages which we derive from it should only be such as

ave incidental to, and inferential from, that course of .

. prqceeding .~ IS

.Lf Enghsh had %ot heen adopted tltere tgauld hava &

_béen mo © possibility of the aclm;suion of natives of

Indin tothe bighcr branches of the service, in which’

they have since shown congpicuous ability, a:dl re-

diced the cost of government. “The ‘advoceey of thes -

only possible common language formed pa.lt of j‘he e -

policy of education and enlightenment which “is

rightly associated with the® ;mma of Lérd William

N

~
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Bentmck and was the Consummating act of his pro-

motlo’h‘ of a knawled¥e of English literatuge and’*

aclem:e, ‘s well as of the English tongus, among the
-educafed" classes of India. "Ag the result it was said
- that# the scale of estimation in which “atives ware

héld by Europeans was hdvgnced by Lord Wikiam §

Bentmck This improvement was remlerecl the more

appa.lent by the marked decline in the conﬂdemhon

in which naties were held that followed the departure . i

of Lord William Bentinck—a decline which Showed

the me,vlt.n.ble react.lon among the official classes, who

-

. had not regalded the Governor-General’s policy with

faxgur, and who were na.tura.lly disinclined to tyeat on 4

. any terma of equality “the then uneducated Bengalis.

+The work of p]-pcmcr the social relations of the two g
rades on a permanéftly? sutlsfactory basis must be

a matter of time, and it is eply neceass.ly to “state
that Lord William Bentirntk laid the foundation for

a better condition of things. T & ™
~ The questiop of the Press is intimately connected .

* Wwith that of education. Sir John Kaye states thmt *
“the Press hal been® practmn].ly free for the’whdle -~
period of, the edministration” of Lérd Williafh Bén-
tinck,’ But “his départure left the crowning dctyin ti% .
_emagmput.lon of the Press for his devofed lisutenant ' X -1._:

and temporary successor, Sir Charles, afterwards Lord,

TT2Metealfe.o Thisewasoeffected in Jume, 1835, by the

L
"’

“Tepeal of “the Pfess Regulations of 1823. Lord
Whlian?’s Pregs policy had been, 1yith one exception,

- niarked by grqp.'t liber aﬁﬂy and by a breadth of view

~ "
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Which was not too common in'the England of his day.
“His true sentiments seem to ha%ve hesn expressgd when

-
he said that.‘ he knew of o subject which-the Press _
might not fairly discpss.” The somewhat different

Tire that hectook in connexion with the Batta<ase, -
wheéh the final oxders of thé Court were given, was to o *

be explained by the special circumstances of the time.
The feclmgs of the military officers of the Company
~. were véry excited at the proposed reduction of their
most elferished perquisite, and it was absolutely neces-
sary after a very free discussion of the question during o ©
. several years to peremptorily close it, when it had
been decided beyond possibility of dispute that Batta
should be reduced. It was in special relation to |
thig matter and not as a general plmclple that Lord
WlPlam Bentinck wrote thé sefifence,which has fur-
nishéd his enemies with a charge of inconsistency,
that ‘it is necessary in my opinion for the public
~~safety that the Press in India should be kept under
. the most rigid control” With regard even to the
question as to whether officials should be allowél t6
- contribute to the newspapers fié was dfsposed to take
a Ibment view and to give them consklerabl@ lat.ltude, L3
~ fiways provided that they did mot make’ use of
official information to critdcise’ the acts of their_im-,
mediate superiors. noon
olf the three ~great questmm which - were really. s
dependent on the selection of English as the languagé ™ .
to be used by the.Government and its sgenits, Lord
William Bentinck took a prominent and activepart -

e

T
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on the side of native progress. Those questions were

=~ the ﬂ.iEBISSI.On of ﬁa,t,w:,s to the higher grades of the :

3

s public sawlce the dlssemmat.lon of modern cultare
agmong the upper classes of thenatives with a view to
" their*admission on terms of friendship into Eumpeann
w sctiety, and, thirdly, the ema.nmpa.tlon of the Press for
the,purpose of creating and strengthering @ healthy
public opinion. It is impossible to measure the
magnitude® of the service conferred on the Indian <
. peoplea by Lord William Bentinck in all these mat-
® ters. The Jmost severe ‘eriticism that can be levelled
?. at his proceedings is not that he was wrong in his
poliay, or that the*pringiples upon which it wasvbased
. were untenable, but that he was putting them in .
practicessomewlnt before the time was ripe. The
finanecial positicn of "the Tndian Government, w;th its
annual deficit and growing 12sponsibilities, forbade
the postponement of tle admission of natives of India
_ipto the public service. It was absclutely indis- ™"
Rensable to employ the only men who could work for
a reasonable paymenl;, and who wmoreover possessed
a perfect Lnowledo'e of the cha.ructcl and custa,ms ‘of
the gover ned. A persistence in Leepmg the adypmls-
tration of India 2s-an exclusive monopoly for the -

e

nomsnees of the East India Compiny would bave .

ended?n bankruptey. Inthe major part of his 1e101m
'Loxd William .'Bentmc& therefore did fot act too soon. -

g He,opened the frates of the public service partly

because he siwrthat it Was a mistaken and impossible
puhc) to ewh.de the na,tn'es of Indm. from a fuller

]

L2 LT

"

-

a2



-

i
| pn

.

164 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK »*
(

sha,rc in" the government of the country, and Imlt.ly
* because it was necessary to reduve the e\pcgses of
government. Both EnghSh and pative"interests
_were benefited in "tke long run, and the servige

“to his own’ country was not less real thougli less-

apparent than that crendered to the natives cof

India. TFhisepolicy explains and justifies the passage

with which Macaulay closes his brilliant essay on
Lord Clive when he speaks of ‘the venesation with
which” the latest generation of Hindus will contem-
plate the statue of Lord William Bentinck.' &
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
” L

AvrrouGH the Governor - Generalship of Lord
William Bentinck was ‘essentially peaceful, and its

. main interest centred in domestic and administra-

tive, reforms, it must not be supposed that external

. affaixy presented no features of importance, or that

during his tenwre of power the foreign policy, of
India became p\actwﬂly a dead letter. If there Avas
no foreign war, and if tmuqmlhty was maintdined
on the frontiers, there were still negotiations that

gxercised a considerable influence on the policy of—

India and her.neighbours in future years, and during

* fhe Yhole of his stay in the country the course of

events west of the Indus was carefully witchid,
and wha.t‘ the best policy Would bein certam evén-
tualities formed n«apb‘}ect of constant discussion id
official cireles. “It ma§ seem strange, hut it~is none
the levs a fact, that Anglo-Indians were then divided

X Yinto schools of forwazd and stationary policies quite

“as nuch as now, and that the possibility of a Russian
invasiof of- India was_discussed .as freely as it has

" heerrsince. V‘,’ﬁlle some aident spmts advocated the

il
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-
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annexa.tlon of the Punjab and Sind, and Wmhad to

" “ have eommercial agents at K4buly Herdt, and even

Bokhara, others depleca.ted any advancé beyond
the Sutlej, and would. have left the custody ef the
“Indus (whiéh Akbar called the ditch of DelRi) to -
the*Sikhs. The importanf Minute with which tlis
chapter is clcsed shows that Lord William Bentinck
was deeply interested in all these questions, and that

<. he had’ a definite opinion as to how theysshould be

treated &

The most important branch of the forgignepolicy
of the Government of India in Lord William Bentinck's
time was unquestionably the‘relations to be mgain-

5 %

r

[

-

P

-

tained with Ranjit Singh, the powerful ruler of the .

Sikhs. Those 1e1at10ns had subsistad for mere than
twe‘hty years when he assuried Shar oeg of the D'ovem—
menf, but the mcrensmg interest in Afghénistdn,
owing to the prolonged uncertainty as to whether the

~=sovereign power in that state would finally fall tp

Dost Muhammad or Shuja ul Mulk, rendered them of
special interest during the last three Jyears of 1.01&
William’s stay in Indig. In 1805 Rabjit Singh was
melely one of tire ehlefs of the Puhjab,, but three

" years Jater he'had become genemily known as the_

Mahérdjs. When the Indiax’ Govemment nla::-med
by Napoleon’s schemes in Persia for the dinvasfon of
India, sent in 1808 envoys to"Ké4bul and® Teherﬁnf
it also resolved to depute an officer to the ca.mp
of Ranjit Smgh with the view of neuotmtmcr a de-
fensive alliance and conceltmg meanures for" the

=
.
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) probegtmn of the Puf.'gu.b and British Infia. fI;
Metcn.lfa then a }'Dunﬁ' man, was entrusted with ';:»hls
] mlsslon, ‘and executed it wll;h exceptioaa.l tast and
"b‘lw.Y But, strange to" says, R:mﬁt Smgh of a!]
- . " the potentates we u.pproa.ched was the “only one in2
»  @isposed to play a fr 1enrlly past. B
Our agent declared that ‘our propositions were .,
met by the most strikin g display of jealousy, distrust,
and suspition, and that Ranjit Singh thought only ~-
_ of turning the presence of the British missich in his
i camp™o advantage for' his own personal ends. His
" main object was to incorporate in his dominion the .
Siith states lying between the Sutlej and the Jumna,
but as soon as the Indian Government realised his _
| Tntentions it fo? Ipa.d@ his intervention in that quarter
‘ by taking ths stats of Patifla gnd its neighBours _
! under its own special protection. Although Ranjit
I ' Singh resorted to every device within the scope of
! diplomacy to attain his object, he yielded with &
| _ good orace when he found that we were in earnest, -
and that he could only carry out his policy by
5 . . appealing to & force which he did not posses&. For
twenty, years after the misgion Yeferred to Ranjit
 Singh preserved & friendly, if vigilant, policy fowards” _ .
us,-and if Mr. Metcu.]fé failed in thdcirmmediate gbject g
<of hi3 misdion, he was so far successful thab h’e pro-
. - ‘-  vided thd basis’of a tnore cordial nnﬂersta.ndmg A
[ <" Immedxa,t.ely after the arrival of Lord William
| Bentmck une*of those frontier disputes which cannot
be “avoided between qmghbounng statea arose in

]
. <
T & .
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conneuon with Wadwan, bﬁt. its sat1sfaetory~ ar-
ranoement showed that the Purtjab ruler knew
how te gracefully 1etlea,t when he could fot carry
his point. This incidenf sinks into insignifieanco.

Deside the mbre important matters that arose ofit of -

the attempts of the Dundni éxile, Shah Shuja ul Mulk,
o to recoverr the Afghdn throne by the aid of Ranjit
Singh and the British Government. In June, 1829,
whe wrote acquainting the Indian Government with
his préposed alliance with Ranjit Singh for the
recovery of Kébul, and it "so happened, that the
receipt of this letter coincided with instructions
from home to acquire the coptrol “of trade on he
 river Indus. Although we did not then comply With
h1s Fequest, he was not (hscoulacred ffom his sunder?
« takifig by the British Gover nment, which provided for
him and his family a,l6beral pension, The first step
taken by Lord William Bentinck towards carrying
*ut his instrections was to commence negotiations
» with the Amirs of Sind for opening the Iudus to,
Indian commerce. The negotiations took some time,
* butf at,, Nast a treaty was_signed in Apul 1832, and a
subsequent converfhon was concluded in Legember,
™1834. ~A{ the same timo that it acgotlated with ‘the .
o, POWEL which held> the a.pIﬂoa.Eh fo the Indus f*'om
the sed, the Indian Government made friendly"over-,
t.uﬂ‘s to Ranjit Bingh, whose a?cmtuﬂe had become_”
¥ more conciliatory to us. A special mission under the
charge of AlexandeBurnes, who was en‘mfsted with &
letter from Wllhu,mIV and a plesent of Engllsh h6Tses

- -~ A . -~
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to the Mahdréjs, wag sent to Lahore in July, 1,831
and 3w the folloting October Lord William Pentinck
had a personal. interview vnth Ranjit Stagh at Ripar

0n t‘he Sutlej. This meetmm was of a strictly core-

monious character—the Mahﬁraijé. being accompamed
3y 16,000 picked tmops, andsthe Governor-General's
escort consisting of a chosen force 3f, Bnglish anda
native regiments.

The cfmmercial treaty was not signed b)_r Rﬁn_]itf
Singh until Decamber, 1832, but that the Ripar
inter¥iewawas not devoid of political importance was
shown by the increased and more open support ex-
téixded by the “Sikh, Mab#rdjé to the projects of
Shuja ul Mulk after its occurrence. It is very un-.
likely %that thlh\aahut,e lulcl would have ahown his

hand so freely if he had not felt sure of our acquies- ~

cence and moral support. THewresult of Lord William
Bentinek’s diplomacy with the Lion of the Punjab

vwas a great increase in Ranjit's friendliness to usy

,and the establishment of that understanding whigh °
resulted in the allignce a few years later agmt

. Afghénistén, "and which held good through, "all “the

troubles’at Kiih,ul ten years a.ftelwmds There is no_
, necessity here to®challenge or uphold the wisdom “off

L]

-

-~

—

- that policy. It is enough to re€drd’Lord William - -—

Beut’inck 8 marked success in coming to a satisfactory

understandjng wth Ranjit Singh, Who at an eaflier -

period; of his career had been hostile and even
defiant. " * o

]

Bui sometlhng must ba bneﬂy smd on the subiect

-
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- of Shéh Shuja’s first attempt with Indian resources to
reconquer Afghanistan. Equipped with a considerable
sum of money by Ranjit Singh, he left Ludhiina at the
head of a few hundred men. By the time he reached.
Shﬂ;é.lpm on the Indus his following had swelled to
an army 30,000 strong, but there had also commenced
-the misfortanes of this ill-starred expedition.

The Amirs of Sind, imitating the example of
~Ranjit S;ingh, had promised him supplies amd money,
but alarmed at the largeness of the Afghdn force they
requested Shdh Shuja to hasten his departure~from

~  their territory. This did not suit his plans or con-
venienco, and the allies of one day bécame the bitser
.opponents of the next. They even resorted to arms,
and Ain a sanguinary battle fought g Rori on ther

~ Indus, in January. 1834, the Sind forees suffered a
compléte overthrow. This battle settled the difficulty,
for the Amirs paid up all, and* more than all, they

“dad promised, and Shéh Shuja hastened on to Kan--

~ ~ddhdr. The condition of Afghdnistin then was as a
Louse divided against itself. There was no central

i aut‘.homf,][ and no single chief. The able Dost Mubham-
_mad ruled in Kabul and his brothers lield possession
“of the Cifferent provinces. But theve was no union

—- - evencagainst Shuji ul Mulk] and when Dost Muham- -
mads request for an alliancs (made to tke Erglish .

- Government in May, 1833) was rejectéd, it.Jooked as 1’

if the Bérakziis could not make any head against
Shéh Shuja, and the-first events of the ca.m_pamn bom
out: this assumpt.wn The ngdah:ir fm Ces were'over-

] o
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t.hHQ.WIl, and close sie8e was laid to the tdwn, \gfi;ch
Was o the eve of surrendez'in g when Dost Muthammzfd;
arrived’at thg head of a relieving armty. Aspitched

» batble was fought near Kt:nd&hgr, and the result hung

for’some time in the balance. Had the whole army
¥ought with the iutrepiaiby sof two Hindustén? regi-
ments led by an English officer named Campbell the,
result must have been favourable to Shéh Shuja, but
his Afgl¥n followers had, even in the short space that
had elapsed since $hey left Ludhidna, been alinated by
his faults, and they ddserted him in the crisis of the
battle. His own rashness and want of courage seem
#tn have contriButed to his overthrow. Henfied the
field on the dispersion of his forces, and after several

* adventures in"Balychistdn and Sind he succeedgd in

»

regaining tho safety of his old refuge at Lydbifna.
The main objects of Lord William Bentinck’s policy
in this quarter wer® to convert the Indus into the

. ditch of British India, to associate the Sikhs and tha™

Sind valley with us in its defence, and to' create -

" friendly Afghénistdn as a buffer-state between India

and any posgible invader. S
* LordWillialn Bentincl's attention was directed to
the East as wellwas the West. He was specially

" ipkerested in the future>of Singapurs & positian of |

commanding importance which we owe to the genius’

"Y' of Sir Stamford Faffles, who acqaired what "‘ul'ight?

“
.-

hecom® the Gibraltar of Asia by purchase in 1819.

Strangely” enough its importanse was 1ot realised

“andit a c(‘)mp::nntivelx' recent period, and in April,
; 2 <
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1830. and’ again in Septembm‘ 1833, we find. Leld
Villiame Bentinek inviting schemes® to increamce the
population of*both Singapur and Penang. Tn 1832
he transferred the ca.p1ta1 of the Straits Settlements o
flom Prince ®of Wales Island to Singapur. The

introQuction of steam and the growth of trade betweer®  ©

Jndia and Aystralasia have altered all this, and the
future prosperity of Singapur may now be deemed
wssured, but Lord William Bentinck is entitRd to all
o the credt of having realised this when most people

Ped

were sceptical as to the value Of the position. < .

There was another matter not immediately con-
nected with any place or countrygbut Pearing generadly
on the external relations of India, in which Lord
Willjam Bentinck took a lively coqce:g!, and that wqs®
<the est@bhshment Qf steam communication between
India and England. J® encouraged every scheme

calculated to promote this objedt, and it was largely
*Rue to his in#tiation and efforts that success wase
°a.tta.med at such an early stage of the question. The |
recmpt of news from Europe by sgme more rapid con-
veywcr;  than a Balhng ship had long been an object of
pnme 11pportanq_e with the East Indm‘,'(lompmw, and

. ® Quti 'ing #he wars with France many | #chemes had been
- o triedgfor this purp®se. The agent.s of the Compamy -

“and tli‘c British Consuls at Buﬁ‘som, Alepfo, an in P
’}wypt were activdly cmployed in t.h(; transmission of % °

despatehes to India, sometimes by the Euphrates and

the Pasian Gulf, ned sometipen by the’ *Red ‘Sea

Befyre Lord’ Willizin la-ullnglr ll'Il.('lIl.‘ﬂ “Indis The
. ,” A n .
- " [ ~
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first experiment had #lso been made in stefm naviga-
tion, between the tWwo countries. A small ‘_:essﬁli'
named “The Enterprise’ sailed in 1825 drom England

Jto India, partly by steath apd’ partly by seiling, in

Jess than four months; but as consiflerable di%af-
pointment was felt at®the, time taken, no farther
experiment was attempted for a few years.

In the meantime another quest.ion. demanded i
prompt Znswer—as to the rival claims of the €ape and,
overland Toutes. ,Between the merits of theéke routes
Lor@»William Bentin®k was called upon to decide,
and in August, 1830, he gave his unqualified decision

.itrfavour of the*Red Sea route over that by the Cape
for the despatch of letters and mews. He was, no

‘d‘oubt,‘inducec} to. form this conclusion by the sug‘cess.-q
ful journey of the' « Hugh Lindsay’ steamer, which
steamed from Bombay to Svez it one month—"a time
that was subsequensly reduced to twenty-two days.

» The Indian Government then hastepgd to purchas=™
the necessary steamers to keep up communications by

* " this route, and Mr, _anhom, who had strenuotbly

. " advocated its adva;ntages, and whose name J g&per-~
ally g.aieciate'q with the o;igin“ofathis ‘ro"_gte,‘was
yewarded with ths command of one of thers. hd
Vhilliam Bentinck returred to thexpubject ia 2 minute
dathd 12°June, 1832, o0 the question of establishing’

T gteam dommubicatfon between Egypt and England,

"™ i comnexion with that already in progress by the

" Red Sea from Egypt, to India. ~ Bub h'{s opinion on

"t suhjeét nvas giveq‘f in its most ’intreresting form

A
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174 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK "
Abef&e a Stlect Committee of the House of Commnn.-,
Yn 1837; He said:— Yo

Lo}
©

¢TIt is through the means of a quite safe and frequent
compunication between all India and England that_the*
natwes of Ind:a in person will be enabled to bring their
complaints and grievancest before the authovities and the
gountry; that ann'c numbers of disinterested travellers will
have it in their power to report to their country at home
ﬂie nature and circumstances of this distant porion of the
'.Dmpne vThis result I hope will he to rouse the shameful
apathy and indifference of Great Bmtmn to the conceyns of
India; and by thus bringing the eye of the British pubhc to
bear upon India it may be hoped that the desired amelioration
may be a¢complished.’ d .

™
"
L3

Refelence has been made in the e;u]sex paragraphse

of thing cha.ptm to the motivesWhith led do the treaties
* with Rargit- Singh and Jwe Amirs of Sind, and to the
encouragement of the Afrrhﬁn exile, Shuja ul Mulk.
«It was in Lor¢ William Bentinck’s time that the,
.possibility of a Russian invasion of India was fauly
faded and discussed, and his paabmo' ‘legacy to the '
+ Govgrnihent of India was a masterly midute in which |
he reviewved the mihtmy pomtwn of tHL coqntry and
Baﬁmdelvd the questmn of an att;mk by a Russu:.n
a.rmy asseciated with an jmegtilat force of Cenu‘al

= * Asian +and Afghin adventurgrs. As we dad dnly
gaire® India aftersa str uggle wit® our*old Earopean e

rivals, the French, it was na.tmal for us to c@ntem-
plate the possibility of another Euxopea.n invasion of
Indm. and during the earlier )’ema of t.hzs centulg,'#he

-
o . * n
"

. "o~ n

"
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. so OUR PONTION IN INDIA *t 1?5’
:;‘;l’;]}olf sclllemes of Na.I.)oleon kept us comt:nnt]g‘gn
& 9. n W30 fear of France in Indip at alls
e et st appbepin fhl Bl
e appr¥hension that Russia
rplght prove a more formidable and pemsistent adven
gary. This sentiment le@ to {wo inquiries: firstpwhat
was the strength of the position we jheld in India;
and secondly, whal were our resources f3r meeting an_
invader;eand they are exhaustively considered in the
minute already referred to. But before quoting Lord
Willigm Bentinck's opinion some evidence of the
prevalent feeling among Anglo-Indian officials may
be. given, and this cannot be furnished in g better
formt or with grea.te';' authority than by using the
evords of Sir Cllfa;lss Metcalfe :— A

jal

L]
¢ Some say that ow” Empire in India rests on opfinion, _

others on main force. It in fack Aeren'ﬁs on both. Wt could
not keep the country Ty, opinion if we had not a considerable

force, and no force that we could pay would be sufficient if it~

.

*vere not aided by the opinion of our invincibility. Our

. JJoreg does not Sperate so much by its actual strength ag by *
.the impression hich ityproduces, and that impression ig the

, opinion by which we hold India, . " o n

- o ) a
Conpﬁ'enting' won Lord William Bentinck’s minube
« Sif* Charles wiotd 2, | n

-

B B .
e admits that we have no hold oft the uﬁ'echom:’_‘f our ~ T

subjects ; tfat our native Army is taken from a disnﬂgcied

f‘_'populntioﬁ; that’ our ﬁuropenn goldiery are too few to be of

‘mach avail against any extensive plan of insurrection, This

" 3@ quité encugh and more than I have hitherto alluded to,

foraitais intpogélble to é'ro‘h{amplnte the posdibility of dis-

" A N -

2 3

-
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1576 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK ¢

affeftion in®ur army without seeing at once the full force of
rofur tfangr. As long as our native armyis faithful, Eth'll we
can paytenouglg for it, we can keep India in order by its
instrumentality, but if the instyument should turn against us

wghege would be the British power? Echo answers, where
- -

It is impossible to support a sufficient army of Europeans
to take the place of our native T'trmy. The late Governoi®
&Ceneral appeaassalso to adopt in some measure the just
remark of Sir John Malcolm that ‘in an Empire like that
')Of India ewe are always in danger, and it is imgossible to
conjecturs the form in which it may approach.’” This senti-

® ment expresses the reality of the gase it perhaps the truest

manner.’ o

On apother occasion, speaking of,‘ the instabilify

of our Indian Empire,” he said,* we were sitting on a
*parrel of gunpowder in India which mjight explode af,
any noment. With regard® toed pogsible Russiin
" invasibh Sir Charls was in favour of waiting on
events, and keeping the military expenditure strictly
~within the limjts of our financial resources. He was
. in, favour of every increase being made, in the Euro-
pean garrison of India that could be borne by *the’

~ revenues of that country, and of Ueferrity exceptional

measuret until theedangér had become morg;tangible )

] nefiret.  What is surprising is thet with thiis clear

'i)ercggtion in the highest quartes of thie insecurity of °
®. our position in India in 1835, there should Jave deen
suck %ash over-confidence in 1837, when it was rela- ¥ ..
? tively weaker, and ‘the native arfay taken from o
disaffected population’ constituted nﬁoreﬁt.hnu ever the

baim of our power. A NP
L
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*q THE RUSSIAN MENACE 77

-Sjxty years ago the possibility of a Rassian In-
vasiqh of India was efceedingly remote, and sp n‘ian)'r .
o  difficulfies remained to be dvercome, and such was the
gxtent of the intervening fistante, that ordinary men
- might be excused for deeming such a project chimfric
2 ol Yet practical and f#r-seging statesmen like-Lord e
William Bentinck and Sir Charles Metealfe,not merely '
discussed the extent and probable date of the arrival”
of the damger, but laid down thé best mode of dealing
with it. Sir Charles Metcalfe, who was opposed to |
e evencommercial missiens to Kabul, and who was the
. first to prominently advocate the doctrines of ‘mas-. 5
ter]y inactivity,’ avas %ontent to leave the result to the
natural course' of events—being of opinion that the
Indian, garrisor could render a good account of any”  *
Russian for.ce,lﬂ(efy‘ toSreach the frontier. Om the .
other hand, Lord William Bertinck, whose poliy was
of a mote vigorous description,cdrew up the following
Jminute on the whole aspect of our pogition in India.-
and although the facts are altered and events haye
* *profluced many changes, its value is still very eoh-
“siderable, and its hiStorical interest is quite urim- -
s’ * ptachably, ° ¢ @ **
s -

————
" - "

e arn "

G

-

- I
L L4 L i - -
M=yUTE BY THE FovEnyok-GENERARAND COMMANDER-

* . e 15-Cmer, NARCH I3TH, 1835 - g
> 2

“*%  Before T,proceed to Uescribe what the constitution ot the _
T i o ini hat it ought to be, a ~
ajmy ispand to offer an opinion as to what it ought to be,
e pklimiﬁury:enaniry seems to be necgssary as to the 5_peclﬁc
Qungers by which our dofinion may be assailed. It is easy
. . * i M, " - T
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2 178 LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK »*
endugh to Getermine upon the gereral principlea to_be, fel-
° Yowgg and the great end to be attalhed, viz. that the ni"htu.ry
body should be so constituted and regulated thu.t.by its im-
posing ‘moral nttltude, oy itg, established Sdelity und alle-
e  giance it should render hepeless all internal rebellion, as alse
that by the adéquacy of its numbers and by its reputation for °
dlcmphne and valour, it shauld De able, as well in the general
opinion as jn the reality, to overcome any foreign att‘tck
® But the elemefits both of our danger and of our secur ity are
of more difficult estimation, and without an exact knowledge
*hoth of the one and the other, it is very puscxb!e that the
e precautions adopted for our Eecuuty riay become the very
means of our subversion, N
Of internal dangers nobody, I believe, entertains less alarm
than myself. In answer to those almost univereal repre-
:-entatw%s from authorities of the eXistence of danger, and of
- e the eonSEquent necessity of maintaining a large native ar my,
1 hq,we in vain asked to have pointed opf to me What the
(hnger ais—where age the Horse, i:oot and Artillery by
® which"we are to be EJEGLE?'? The most recent document of
this kind that I have seen is the minute of the Commander-
~in-Chief at Madrus, who describes disaffection as everywhele
plewu]mg, and mgues in consequence against any reductio
i ox' the army, and thinks necessary an augmentation of it
Indeed, there are those who conteng_for the Some establish-,
= mejfit néw as when Haidar nnd Tipi were ih the plenitude
of their “power, and “when several substnnt‘ive stafes exisfed
imrother parts of Tndia. But in Madrgs, 4 in Benghl, there

3
ac o longer emsts a single chief, ox,a mmbnatwn of c]ne"s,

~ <5 o whosossess even thé semhlancgof a military force. Ng; are
" there & Juy large masses of the papuiu.tmn who hive the least,,
. thspbmhon to rebel against our afthorify. A “vague ex-
5 pression is often used that ours is a Government oﬁoplnlan-
Our security rests upon a very much better fondation, °
upon the fact-which every one fram his own obzﬁrva.twn-.ﬂf"-l
- = r
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Iy . . * 5 ¥
experience is thoroughly Emwinced of, and which l.B trnef:haﬁ
our pewer is irresifible. - . .
: But .t'hdugh no danger appears in any, 1#al or tangible
J shape, it must De allowed when &he hundred millions of
deoplg are under the control of a Hovernment: which hao ne
" held whatever on . their affecfions, when out of this popula-
s tfhn is formed that army upon th® fidelity of which we rely
! pripcipally for our preservation, when our Eyropean troops, »
|
|

LI A C—
=]

-

of whose support under all circumstances we are alone sure,
are 80 excegdingly limited in number and efficiency as to be
of little avail against any extensive plan of insurrection, then
| o . indeed the truth of fhat expression of Sir John Malcolm is
Y not withoutr*force, that in an Empire like India we are always
S * in danger, and it is impossible to conjecture the form in
" . witigh it may appréach.  This state of uncertainty iy greatly
] . aggravated by our conditions of peace, by the spread of know-
i lgdge, and by the,opsratious of the press—all of which are
teiding rapidly as®w&} toeweaken the respect entertalned
v ~ for the European character and t];)e presitige of Britifwsupe- «
3 * riority as to elevate the native charecter, to make these men
alive to their own right¢ and more sensible of their power.
Of the dangers of our old position, upon which men's minds~

. o>

- ¢he largest possible native army, I have no apprehension.- «

. But there isgnuch nwre renson to fear the changes inci-

|
:" . . dental to our new position of peace and more enljghteted
J ‘e st;:te of ;nih:l,——u'higher clevation, of charpcter, !mn”wledg_be,‘
impuoved morality, eomrage, all cmnt:urrin{,r causes thlw.t must’~
*prodyce effects to'be eaftewith by a verydifferent philosophy

0

—g e #

* -gernal evi]g.

v

% - e ofrthis & of the other, that there is no ground for any
! B ) LA do not know the time or the
| present alarfn, dut that we do 1 RPNy
i quarter; when apd where it, may appear, but thinking in lize
.I, - a 2° & 200
. 1 . > . L e ~ ~
5 . ] -
; \I - ® -r . * il - 2

continue to harp and against which they see no security but .

from &hat wghich has hitherto obtained. So much for in- -

o . " - . -
- < I shall new consider the danger from without, thinking 2

-

v o
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% e ’
manuer of both, that it is by immediate preparation -only
" that sechrity can be obtained, and thato relief will-he too
late if we wal, as would be most convenient, thie actual
occurrence of the mischfef. * " -
v Mhe following is a brief’ abstract of our military positior?
. Britigh India may be assailed frgm the north by the Girkhasy
. from the east by the Burthese; from the north-west by te
« Sikhs, the ‘Afgitins, and the hordes of Central Asia,, in
co-operation or otherwise with Persia and Russia ; from the
.sea on all the other sides of her territory. ~
An attack from the Girkhas might partially succeed as a
diversion against our hill provinges, bt without cavalry or
. ® artillery their efforts on the plains could only terminate in
. disgrace and defeat.
" The Purmese have proved themselves® totally unequgl to
. ® . compete with our forces in the field. . ¥
An attack from the sea, even supgoaipg a momentary
sup&yiority against us on that elementycoald only produceran
«~ insulod®d debarkatiow, devoid of all the nelessary requisites
for taking the field or ta Sibsist in o fixed position.
The only real danger with which we may be threatened
—~ must come from the north-west, and consequently to thaf
. iportant line of operation our main attention should be
tayned. - a, ® -
- VUndgr its present able and jadicious Jpader it is nok
- poysible that the -forges of ghe Punjab wilnl be ever dirt?c}ed.
® against us, Ranjit Singh, is old and infigm, andythere s no
. apparemt probability that the wisdom of his rule wijl be
- inheriteds by his suggessor. Twoubfes upch his decease, will
certaly arise, and it is impossible to foresee the result as
relgtes to the line of conduct which,we may be called upoy. -
to pursue. = - e
. The present state of Afghénistin presents nc® causes of
. alorm to India. The success that attended fthe “wret¢hed
e army that SﬁﬁhﬂShujn. had unﬂé‘g'his feebR, guldancg gfoTds
- b i
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! f}w.hg.st. proof of the weakness of the Afghdn power. The
! o assuifption of the gupremacy by Dost Muhummad Khan maj

Possibly give greater strength 2nd consolidatign to the general
conflidemcy. Itris much to by desived that this stafe should
_qie sufficient stability to forsa an intermediate Dbaprier
L. between India and Persia. : y
e » Persia, in its distracted state gince the death of tit late
King, is unequal to any great effort unasgisted by Russia,
! but the co-operation of 20,000 Russians ffom the Arrus
- would speedily terminate the civil war, and the advance of
the combined force would give them in the first campaign®
[ possession of Herit, ¢he key of Kébul.
" » It & the interest of Russia to extend and strengthen the
o @, Persian Empire, which occupies a central position between
the “double lines, of operation of the Autocrat to the
] B eastward and to the westward, and as Persia can nover be a
|+ " rival of Russia the augmentation of her strength can only*
Ingreasé the offensivesmeang of Russia. .
s TFrom the days of Péter the Great tg the present dime the
views of Russia have been turnedtp the obtaining possession
. of that part of Central Asia which is watered by the Oxus
| - and joins the eastern shore of the Caspian. The Iatest .
N "accounts from Kibul state they are building a fort between
» . ,the Caspian and Khiva. This is their best line of operatjon
_against India, but it cag,only be considered at pregent’aa a

L s

_i N very distant spgculation. " ws | @
. ea 7 e ling of optration of a Russo-Pelsian army fo advance
Ps upon Herit is short, and easy ;" the distances *arg as )~
- * lows :i— ¥ o Y oy = v '
? . - -

q° e
-, From the Arrus to Tabriz . . . . 6o miles, z N 2
“ 2 Tabriz to Toherfn . . . 300

T e a fTeherfn to Muschid . ~ Gor it -
. s A a Maschid to Herdt . . . =228 2
: " .

_fl Y. Total . . . 1109

" ¥a the campsigns againgt the Turks the army of Georgia

™ " -

-~ a
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n

supphed Pdskewiteh with 30,000 men. It may tllelefore be
[Tssumed, that the same army cofld asgjst Persia w‘“h an
equal number jas an auxiliary force. With a gopd "under-
standing bct“een the two Gogernments, with time for pre-
ha:qtlon, and w1t11 goode management there could Be ne

ifficulty in tnnspmtmg this force to Herdt. The Russians -

are alcustomed to move in gounlries similarly mrcumstancei

'In Turkey fhe Russian army always carried with it two

months’ suppl;? of grain and handmills for grinding it, But
they never issue any part of this supply until all other means
*of obtaingng it have failed.

What the policy of Russia might be aéter taking possession
of Herit it is unnecessary now o consider, but it is im-
possible to deny that she might arrive at that point in
legitimate support of her ally, the King of Persia, and 11: is
equally Aifficult to deny that from 'Ehnl: point she may. pro-
~claim a crusade against British India, in which she would be
101110(1 by all the warlike restless tu‘:ﬁ‘*a “that forfled the

. overwhﬂmmg force g{ TimGr.  The distarces from Herdt

to Attock are:— .?
Herdtto Kandahdir. . . . .o . . 560 miles,
I Kandahirto Ghazni . . . . . . 190
Ghaznito Kibul . . . . . . . 82 .
« Kibul to Attoeck . . + . . . . 200 .
-y - ”e.e ¢

an 1032
"‘he -Afgh.m confedemcy, even if coulluliy united, wonld

have no means tp resist fhe power of Russia ead Pegsia.
.;Key pmbably would make a virtue oi‘.mcesmty and Jnxn.the

SOmmOn CRUAe,; receiging in reward or theif co- opemtlog.the :

- promiisp of all the possessions t]mt had been wyrestedcfrom

therg oy Ranjit Singh, and e:q_:leci;r.n{,‘r also, to reap no poors *

e harvest from the pﬁunder of India. Byt however this may.

be, it will be sufficient to assume the possibility that & Russien .

force of 20,000 men fully equipped, accompamied®w ith a boﬂ'y
of 100,000 horse, may reach th’ci shores oF the Indus,Ahat

” - .

-
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’ MINUTE (continued) 183,

g‘tng;f&:lg: :::ino means to resist their admnc'e,_ and, thx_‘t '
17 » having crogded the Indus into the Punjab, would
ﬁnd- themselves in possession of the parts of [ndin, the most
fartll.e o‘f resourtes in every kind, snd secure on ev‘ery side
'from. being harassed and attacked even if they had not on
* their side a body of irregular cavalry much more numerous
zud efficient than any we ha%e toyoppose to them,  ©
..I shall assume, then, that the attack sgainst which we
have to provide is to consist of the above-nfentioned force. |
I shall now proceed to inquire into the composition of
the army of India, of the physical and moral quplities of
the native armies of the different Presidencies, and of the -
adequhey gnd efficiency Of the present proportion of our
European force to our security and defence against all
dangers. »
In the margin® is insétted an abstract of the ranf and file
of all descriptions in the native armies of the three Presi-*
Uencies™—their Height and, weight, and the countries {rom
whence they are recruited. - a 1
It appears from the annexed statements that the whole of

! RaNK AND FiLE oF THE THREE A;mn:s.

5
g Regular JInfantry. Irregulars, 2 R
7 Bangal, 74 regiments . 50,320 Infantry. 3
# Madme 3 gy .eﬁ,ggu Bengal, 1o regimenty . 7504 -
Bombuj_', 26 5 . l:»?l *1 o Bomb'ny, I . ‘1550
Ll -~ "
’ - » » 103,360 4 - . s 4,
n A g .
-
a2 . Regular F"emffh‘\ 8, @* Cdvalry.” tag -
Bongal, 1o regiments . 4440 ‘ 2 "
M:?&ras, 8™ . 3352| Bengal, 4 regiments . 252
A Bombay,3 g5 ® 1332| Bombay 1 Tm B33
. o » e s "
e @ 9324 . 835
% X “Tofh] Regular Native Troops® . 112,684
- - L] -
S a Total Irregulary « - . - - I0543 .
L L ] LI -
- e " 73 " o ,
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184 LORD WILLIAM JENTINCK

the 'Bengal army, and one-half of thiat of Bombay, 1nclu4n'g
all the wavalry, are Hindusténis.” Th~ Madras army is ~

1
recruited principally from their own territories, and has only i
a small portion of Bengal men in their fanks. When at gy
Utakamand all_the Govelnmentq were requested to submlﬁ‘ e

to a Military Committee the following question,  Whethes
the offder of the Court of Directors, 1ssued about three years ~ ~ = 7~
- ago, restricting the recruiting of each of the three armies to s he
the limits of its own Presidency, had operated beneficially ; “or
whether i would be better to permit the Madras and Bombay E
“armies tey recruit as formerly in the Bengal territory?’ the
question did not apply to the Bengalrarmy. The Madras
Committee recommend that in the cavalry na. alteration i
should be made, the men being chiefly Mussulmans from the .= ,‘n‘.}' .
Karndtik. The number of Hindus in eack regiment amount g
to about fifty, which it is proposed to increase to an hundred. \z
“In the infantry they think that a proportion of Bengal men, - b
abow an hundred per regiment, might’ be introduced with
advantug'e In the Gglundauze one-fourth Of the whole are
from the Bengal Prowncqg. :
The Bombay Committee report thet the Court’s restrictive
_order has been totally inoperative, because, though the order = g

I Average of Heighls and Weights. =
BexGAL INFANTRY. - -
n T Height Weight.
Mcmztg.'d generally in the U-per ft. in, ot lbs. |
Provinces of Benga . 5 i 5 182 ¢ 9 o8B

~ b ~ G Mo
v -
MADRAS Inmm\', -

.

2)

Men forn&erly reeruit boys e o 3 636 7 9,,;3
.~ Me3rassis recruited °. . § . 5 634 8 110
" Hindbstanis rem:mt,ed . « e 5 659 ~ B8 328 L
= i 5 BoxnAy INFANTRY. " 7 s
" Men formerly recruit boys . ¥ " 5 ¥ 475 8 515 v
Konkhnis recruited . " i 5 55 . & 525
Deceanis . Fra 5 0 5 55" 8 g=25.
Hindustanis *,, v w ow a8 63, 9 °3 !
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a MINUTE (continued) 185

= Imdbeen so far obeyed that no recruiting parti@s had, ie:m
sentlp Bengal, get i Bengal men having veluntarily~
presenttc themselves for enlistment, they hod been _engaged
£ before. The only change xecommended by the Committee
. "“15 that, for the purpose of getthg a bettey description of -
. heny recruiting parties shall, as before, be sent to Bengal®!

. 7 One of the members, Ma?or Robertson, dissents from his
colleagues, He prefers recruiting exclusively from t-]wﬁ
Bombay territories, with the exception of the cavalry and
Golundauze, ‘who, requiring a much larger description o o
men, must have recourse to Hindustan.' N A

= From the preceding statements it appears that the Hindu- -

stdni"is larger and more robust than the native south of the

®.  Narbadd, and the presumption must be that he is considered

qemore powerful if not a better soldier. His habits, indeed,

are much more military; for not only, as appears aﬁove, does
he go to seek gervice in Bombay, but the infantry in thé  ~
service of the RaJ¥ of Nagpur, as well as the Njzam’s
contingent, coifdist entirely of Hindughinis. In a Jpte letter,

. from the Resident of Haidaribi@he mentions that one of the

Arabs, or of the Horsemen from our Bengal Province of
Rohilkhand, was equal to ten or twenty of the other men of

" the Nizam’s force ; and in the attempt recently made by Shdh

» Shuja to recover his territories, it was the battalion, of

. Hindustdnis agd the Behillas, under an officer of jhe pame

of Campbell, that was particulaxly distinguished. -~ o
= ~ T havengot redd without surprise tlfe pretensions set forth
in_bekalf of the Madras aymy.” Sir Thomas 3fullro ujes
‘oThe fo]!owingﬁ sta@en;‘e‘ilt would seemrtd support: tt-h.a opinion | -
thatofhe Higdustdnis engaged at Bombay are inferior in, stature =
. and character to those of the Bengal axmy i— A
=+ Infantry. . Height. Cavalry, all Hindustdnis.  «
g Wt i Corporal Punishment.

'-'Beng:l o w s w0 N0E Bengal . . Iy percent.

X 'r\Bombny S P e B0k Bonfbay . - _42

1 mory 'sevem‘dfscipline is sapposed to prevailin the Bombay army.

%

~

£l o
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numy..occasfons advocates their occupation of the whole of
the Penirsula south of the Narbadd. I submit the folloaing o
extracts from his correspondence (A.D. 1820):— ¢’

¢The Narbadi is unquestionably the proper boundary between
Bengal and Madras, not onfy on account of its natural barriedd
formed by the river and the broad range of hills which accompany :
it, but of its being the line of. sopaoation between the Deccan ang o
Hindustin, and between natives speaking different languages. &
‘The Bengal drmy, composed of men from Hindustin, dislike
gerving south of the Narbadd, and do mnot readily assimilato
cither with the natives of the country or with the Madyas troops.’

I must-presume that the Bombay army was at that time
upon a very low establishnent, and had no Hindustinis in A
its ranks. The dislike of the natives of Hindustén to serve
south of the Narbadd has subsequently been proved to be
entirely nnfounded. The Government anfl army of Bombdy
are quite disregarded. Again (a.D. 1820):— ?

¢ When Haidaribid and Nigpur were greaf, forzign and Iadepene
dent 3*ates’ (and more likely to act :gnim{ ug"than with us) ‘ the
immediats control of Brogal was right, more especially as it did
ot affect the authority of the Madras Government over its army, -
of which only two battalions were several years at Haidardibid, but
both Haidaribdd and Négpur are as completely dependent upon us
as Mysore. They -nust at some period or other fall entirely into~

. our hands, and the internal administration must in the meantime

be-chiefly directed by our Resident. At presen*-the discipline.of 4
our army is much injured by our having 20,000 men beyond our
frontier :r:émoved in a great measure from our control’
il =, » -~ s - * " -
Again (A.D. 1894) i— - -
~ - 1 -

~¢T am =orry to hear it reported that it Fad been in agitation to
relieve the subsidiary force at Haidardndd wivh Bengal troops, g

T think there are many strong public grounds for having no

Bengal troops either there or at Pocna. It is easies to cariy on

war 21 hll the countries south of the Natbadd from Mvsore than A .
from Bengal. ‘'Where troops are in all respects 2qual there is still ane %
advantege in having those who are to act together drawn 'irom orme

M o n.
1 This will be.in part opviated by tha transfer of & General Officar v
from the ceded districts to Haidardbdd. n 1A

- - -
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and, no_t.from different establishments, but the loo®l troo &

A 2 pmt;:L:pl: ml some re?ects gperior to those of Bengal. ’1‘11{:; ase

; s ?:. g:; nml;re ractable, mgre patient under privations, and®
ore accustomed to military ogerations.’ ,

,.TlTﬂese remarks are more uﬁplic;\];le to 1804 than to 1835.
There are no enemies to war against, The gfeater experitne
» iy military operations nows rather belongs to the Bengal .
; troops, and the preference assigned to the Madras sepoy for
celtain qualities would not now be as readilp admitted.  ®
I have quoted largely from Sir Thomas Munro because I
consider hi% authority superior to all others, but allowance,
must be made in the, present case for a spirit of pattiality, if
»  not of partizanship, whiclt as a Madras officer it was natural i
. for him to feel. But it is impossible for any dispassionate
olserver who has seen the Madras sepoys not to say that
thed: physical defects andl delicate frame, supposing#ull other
B (ualities equal, render them very inferior to the Northern,
ot Hindugtinis, and thyf consequently as a body of men they

ated

8

: are inferior to seitherof the other armies. The re
- standard of each army is noted iry the Faargin® *
: I come next to the Bombay arm, composed in equal pro-
portions of Hindustanis and of men from their own proper
i ‘territories. It would have been eatisfactory If the Committee,
d ,who do mot récommend any change in this divided com-

L]

Bg:mq.
Thes lowest

1 BENG/{. e MADRAS.

T
. -

; M.C., 8 August, :‘796, Car-

ro.l".:, code,cahap. 1%, sec. 42.

No s'epoy” is to be entertajned
» who isnot 5 ft. 5 is. highpor

whes under 16 or above 30

yearshof agen unless in the
g latter case he alga].l ha\'e
’ _gervefl Defore. i

Thg standard of

the Madras' army
4 " )

was raised in 1829
from 5ft.4in.to 5ft.
6 In. for Horsmartil-
lery and Cavalry,
"and to 5 ft. 5 in. for
Infantryof thline.
Before 1829 the
standard for all ap-

y 5it. 4in.

standard fOr the
Cavalay is 3
6in., dge 24 yrs?

Forn Infuniry _

5&.3in-,n3,enot -
above g2 ¥r
For Grenadiers ~
5 ft. ﬁin. and *
upwards.

" , peurs to hive been |

A

=
A
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p.(?si.tr'pu, had stated their reasons f8r it. The Bombay anen.
eseem to dave no advantage in stfengtheand size oy the
Madras gepoy. o ‘ % 2

I have often had occasion te remark upch the expensive

0 :%mmcter of thg Bombay®establishment, urging always théd

. expediency of a compulsory order for the adjustment of theis
expenfliture to their income. ®And in no instance has thfy
3 o2ssertion such stwong confirmation as in respect to the forma-
tion of the Mifitary Establishment. The army of Bombay
° consists of ;:— -
° o Native Infantry , , . . « . 17,680
° » Cavalry ce: I,322

™ —
L]

. ® 19,002 *
° To superintend this small force they have one Licutenant-
R General gind three Major-Generals, $he sate general staf %o
@ in the other Presidencies, with all the appendages of com-
'missm'iut, ordnance establishments, pay, apd audit geparta
menfly &c. belonging to a largeearmg”  °I beg a refereifee
oto the, eneral distmibutioh abstract of the Bengal army
[ furnished by the Quartu'ﬁmster-Genera], in which it will
appear that there are three divisions*almost equal in amount

to the whole Bowmbay army under the charge of one Major-,

« Ggneral, viz, :— "

e **  Presidency « T 17,308 e o
e w ¢ Cawnpur . . oo -a 11,798 -
49 @ eerut . . i . ; 16,551 !
3 i » " ® . . ;¥
< ALhis arrangement was capsed by a differont ordet of things
. avhen Bombay Presidency wnsnd'ie:ongzected with ethe

< " . s . others, and when separate estaklishtenls were indispengable .

practirable to substitute for it anothey whickh wi

~n » great charge, and will, I venture to think,xot be
) to all the individuals concerned, 2
T would propose tha the Bombay army as sucf should fzp

at Once abolis ed, the Hindustdpi half of it ﬂeing “trins-

- A -
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T s MINUTE (continued) 189

fc-"rreg in complete regimtnts to the Bengal army, $he Bgmba.
half3%o remain asa sepArate corps to be recruited .uqllzuii
within the territories; to be dommanded byaMnjor-Genéml.
wit]L the same s?aff as any other dwvision®of the a:’my, and
) ’fhe gommissariat and ordnance sdepartments being igeor-
porated with those of Bengal or Madras as m;y be convenierfl,
Pam of course supposing thé®prewious adoption of the general
equalisation of all allowances. s .
To the officers I conceive that the larger fleld of employ-"
ment and ghe superior healthiness of many of the gtations in
the Upper Provinces would be agreeable, To the men ip

L]

would be much mors satisfactory to be brought nearer their o

homes, and to be saved the danger of the long Jjourney which
has been so fatal to many when returning on furlough. The
Sta'je, besides the #aving from the reduction of the staff, would
male a great gain in th® comparative cheapness of “all camp
nesta'bli hments, 2f followers, &c. It is an extraordinary fact
nat yet accounted, ﬂ)!.tlmt.in all the stations occupied glter-
nately by Mads, Bombay, and Benq;l troops, the ﬁnzaar.
prices have invaviably fallen wit® the last and risen with the
two former. .
The Bombay division would under this .altemtion occupy
2 only the stations iwithin their frontier, tramsferring the

- o squfhern Marithé country to Madras, Ndgpur® and Disa® o

. to Bengal. " i
In considering the question of internal danger thdge o?ﬁcara *

thost conwersantlvith India affaws whd were examihed before
- L

{]:.g Parliamentary Cpmmittee apprehend no dﬂngsr to 1)).%:

"™ dominion as lofig as Wa arg assured .o.f. the fidelity of oul
L) ‘ .

: :Is this Separate corps wauld be liable to dugenernto'into a sort
of militia%it might perhifps be a better arropgement to mcﬁqmmtu,
. ®the Bombay half in®tho Madras army, in the same manuer as the3

indugini i £Bosigal. ¢
FindusPini half would be drafted into that o 3 h
82 Thsef followéng tablo of distances ghows that Nigpur is as

Comycpiently plafed for stfkrort from three of the great military
L]

L)
. L L}

L]
.
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e
ngtive troo;:s. To this opinion I°entirely subscribe. <Bft

.

i T . ; ~
eothers again view in the native m-ufy itse¥f the sourceof our

greatest,peril. oIn all ages the military body has beén often
the prime cause, but gerfdrally ¢he instrument, of all reyolu-

jons; and provgrbial almébt as is the fidelity of the nptived®

soldier to the chief whom he seryes, more especially when he
is jusfly and kindly treated, still we cannot be blind to IR

ofact that many obthose ties which bind other armies to their

allegiance are t%ta!ly wanting in this. Here is no patriotism,
no community of feeling as to religion or bimthplace, no
influencirg attachment from high considerations, or great

*® honours and rewards. Our native arfiy also is extremely

-
L]

n

~r

-

fra % T v oy e

ignorant, capable of the strongest religious excitement, and
very sensitive to disrespect to their persons or infringement
of their gustoms. & " o

I shall quote from the evidence a few of those passhges

‘bearing upon this subject which appear to,me to have the,

greaingt force and truth. Mr. Henry Rifssell observes :—n

s ‘The greatest danger eye have to apprehend is from our native

army ; our military force is g.'s exclusive tenure by which we hold
the government, and the fidelity of the troops of whom that force
is composed is necessarily precarious. They are foreigners and

mercenaries. Theg are attached to a Government that pays themn
« Well and treats them kindly, &e., but we have no hiold upon them

threwgh either national honour or national prejiciices, and cannot n -

expect, from them what we do from English soldjers fighting for .
" English gﬂjeets. They are pecu}im‘ly susceptible of being practised
" " o n

- ~—

—
staffons ia Rengal s from Bombay, and mich nearer~to The
Awvisions 2n Milw4 and Sigar than even to°Bbmpay :— 2

L]

Nigpur tee

"q Miles.

"Nigpur to

CBpmbay . . .
Madras ., ,
how (@) . .
Nimach (5). .

560

. 135
", 351
505

n

Siigar (¢) .
nares .

Allahibla -

0
Agra’,

e

Mites.
L8r
446
450

-
® (@) Left cantonment of the Riijputina forco,, n
(b) Centre of tife Rijputina force. o

() Head-quarters of Sdgar'¢ivision. ,
g =~

669 .~ °
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L]
upon, and may be indu ]

Ry &x ced aither by our own mi " .

= the agfifices of designing gcrsonsyto tumn:ln i g}'

i : ainst :
arms%which now constitute our ogly strongthg’ MRy veft,

° This intelligent officer makes a gemark foo trug at tl
Jresent day with h e
y respect to the Madras army :—
* . ¢THo details of th ime A

” o X e army had for the first time in India falldh -
o & igto the hands of a school whiclathought that everything depe;ded * i

° on show, and that no sacrifico was too great for the attainment of
oujward® smartness and uniformity.’ T » * 5

. -

There are parts, of Mr. Holt Mackenzie's evidence well
worthy of a@tention, for no man of his time in India possessed,
the same general knowledge or could form a mord accurate

* . and eglightened judgmenteupon all subjects connected with
our rule. He observes: ‘I do not think the sepoys have any @ &
attachment to the English as a nation; on the contravy, I
appuchend that a°consigerable number of that pat which Ya
consists of Moslems must generally have a national, or rather, W
T should say a raigigus, dislike to the English! He thinks °

‘tRe sepoys have a°great dél of attachment to their officers, ®
but that this rests upon persongl chdtacter rather®than on * |
anything that may be called aitachment to the nation Ty
generally.” He thinks * the sepoys, as long as they are well '
paid, will have so strong a sense of the dutyeof being faithful L
= to those who so pay them as to be only overcome by some "
+ epowerful cause Bf discontent or excitement.” He thinKs' a
Jarger native army is *quite essentinl for maintaiging® ‘the - -
L+ tpnquilliey of thg country, but e would De ‘very sorrly tq see Vo
. * its «defgnc® entrmsted to them withott » large Epropean 2
. . _foree’ He isngpawlrg of any circumstances causiify imme .« A

? diate danger, but he hinks “dn generalgprinciplesthat Q\mre T R
is magh progpective danger, ) . f
.+ & Ttison]ysince I reaprded different myjuutes er'lf?rclﬁg the
* precedence and expediency of bettering the con_dltwn of the »
', iftive fﬁm! and of preventing discontent by tlmz:sly Yonces-
sign and precattion that X have read® a passage 1o & letter
fron® & Thomas Munro, Written in 1817, ju which Ifigdas A
. L ] -

o o ° '. S =
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v%o?ir,of ouf future situation and tho consequences appertain-
~ikg to.it.quite in unison with the stntimeats I have s¢ often
expressed. He, observes: ‘But even if all India, could Le
brought under thé Britirh dominion, it is very questionable
whether such a change, either as it rega rds the natives or ours
Q1lvcs, ought to be desired. One effect of such a conquest
wounl&be that the Indian awny,Daving no longer any warlilae

. ncighbeurs to control, would gradually lose its military habits

r

lal

and discipline,ind that the native troops weuld Lave leistic
to feel their own strength, and, for waut of other employ-
sment, te. turn it against their European masters” He
concludes a long and able argument upon the question
whether in the event of our conquest of the whgle of India
the condition of the people would be better than under their
native princes, which he doubts, with this ~remark : ¢ There-is
perhaps®no example of any conquét in which the natives
~have been so completely excluded from all share in the
government of their country as in Britith fndia. The only

, conclusign that T wish ta establish from» the preceding

L - * e
n " desgrving of high confidence, cannot be cousidered exempt

~

n
~
0.

-

remarks, which contdin iidlisputable truths, is that in the
native army alone rests our internal danger, and that this
danger may involve our complete subversion. But the
fidelity of our native army, though wonderfully great and

from the possibility of seduction, and thus an adequate
Turopeg? force is the sole security against this, the greatest
evilrthatould befall as. What should be the praportion "of
~ft Eufopéan to our native force W}'h} Be presendy §ou—

"~

%sidered. oiln n

"

The external da
capab

i
o

- (12
fizer comes next under review. > The

lity of the native army to"meet it, and the manier in

~ whiéh the native military means of “India can be turned to, *

" the greatest advantage, are subjects of the first magnitude, ” ~ 1

As far as experienge can teach us, the proepecy-is dig-

couraging as~to any great degree of direct snd positive
" N i

" n ~ o
~
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- . - £y ‘) i >
assxst_&pca In the field,”that is in actual conflict, 4o Te
expegied from thewsepoy™in a contest with the stromger and-
bolder races of Central Asia, with or without she co-operation
of & Russian force. Mr. Folt Muckenjie has given an
p‘inni'_-:an upon the question before™us, which, quite coineides
with my view of it ;— * P
[ L. - :

‘ My impression is that as far as regards any Indian enemy the
‘mative frmy may be considered to ho very e‘ﬁlqieﬁt. I am noto
. equally confident of-this officiency if placed in ‘any new and un-
usual pl, ition and exposed to encounter ecnemies that may possibly
come upon usfrom without. I think the result of the war with then
Burmese seems to show that when brought against enemies superior 0
in phygieal strength to those with swwhom they havé been accustomed
to contend, hnd required to surmount obstacles of a different kind 2
from what .they have been accustomed to surmount, tho native 2
t;oo;_)\s, however well led, will be found to want resolution and *
niervous vigour so as to b inferior to European troops in a degree

“not ordinarily to be perceived in Indian warfare. Consequently I» -

should ®prehend thit{f they weroe ealled upon to meet an Eurc?{onn
enémy in the north of fodia they might fail partly from theSvant
of physical streng®h and partly fronfthe gent of moral esepay’ o
The defects of the native of Indi2 are o want of physical
strength and of moral energy. The first is beyond our
aemedy. It only depends upon ourselves to raise the lafter
to a much higher standard. Our system has, T fear, tended ~
P ~ ; EPS
"to dépress it. .
The late wass have Brought the sepoy in contact Sith -
~ enemies of masculine character, d hage shown the jubtics of
the presedihg opinion. " “ > a 0

o SirDavid Och!;ermﬁy,in his confidential report toToverne . -

- ment during the Nepdl War/has recordtd his optnion that o
tho $poys =vere unequal t9 contend with the Gdrkhas in °

T lehills. . - o ) o
-~ Fhe Burmese wa? was exclusively carried on by British »

trdops. . The Madras troops entirely failed. It is undérstood

that Sir Archibllld Campbgl] was strongly prejydiced against

thert) find whew granting The request of their officers to,be -
*: ] o A ’

~ . N - n
G
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m )
Rgrmitted to lead their men to theattack, he neglecj;rg‘d-the
= practicer invariably adopted nupoﬂ' all <ther occasigms of
joining with them a proportion of European trodps To
this their ill-success m&y be &n part owing. My own im-
pression is alsg that in the short war ngainst Coorg tho
Madras sepoys showed the same want of energy. s

With respect to the imbihty of the sepoys to conteiRl

. with a Europeat: enemy, the concurrent opinion of~all the
evidence, to which may be added the inference to be drawn
from all-our own conquests in India, seems tombe decisive

“upon the question.

For my own part T am not quite diSposed to come to the
came desponding conclusion, because if the bolder and larger
man of the north were mixed with a due proportion of 7
European troops, and excited to acts of valour by su flicient
encouragement; I know not why he should not acquire the

" same superior bearing as the Portuguese and the Negpolitaus
undix British and French direction. Fut of the sepoys~ of

« the equth of India,~of these of the terrilories proper of
Madras and Bombay, I eyfertain no such hope. Their case
cannot be more favourably put forsthem than by supposing
them to be Eurgpeans, and to have all the advantages of the

. European character, and then let it be asked if men of sucl
physical inferiority would be received as-recruits in, any,

_ Eurepean army, or if an army soroonstituted would not be.
considored perfectly inefficient. 5 A

_All these facts.and opinions seem to me o esta®lish ingon-
Jtrovertwly that a large proportion ef. European troops is

~ necessaryfor our security under o circuristances of peace”,

, an&war. It surprises me to find how little attentiop was
paid by the Committee to one of the most iplpo?taut parts ofs »
the inquiry, the relative proportions betyyeen the "native and » '
European. force. But we fortunately possess the opinioncof
Sir Thomas Munro, the first of authorities, @nfirined Ay
another only 'second to his, that of Colonel :F,qhn“Munxomﬂlo

L]
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ﬁilcdr the office of Quaftermaster-Genera] when T

Madis. The opiions $n both
of being noticed, p

195

0
ws b
these questions are Forthy

L]
L

.l . ¥t
]

o .
o )
y & 'The native troops are in an :xcellgnt state
I & ; sourm the Europeans are always superior to the fiatives, Questice,
s « 18 What should he the relafive proportions of the Euyopean
. ihfantry to the native infantry? Adswer: I should say one-third
ochuropean i that was the proportion observed ot Modras —indeed

- Wwe have sometimes rather more, now we have cofsiderably less,’

of discipline, but of

_ Tonce ccversed with Sir Thomas Munro on that Point, and
b he expressed his opinion very decidedly that there $hould be
* ., that groportion. This iscalso my own opinion, but I think

that it woilld suffice at present to fix it at one-fourth, being
careful that the establishment should be always kept com-

i) . plete, and that on the most remote indications of ganger it
z should be increased to one-third. .
o The wtatements :qgnexed to this Minute show the uctu:fl

proportion of Ellropea'm to®natives in the army of each fYesi-

dency, and in the whole army. £ .

The raising the European proportion to one-fourth would
require an establishmedt of 28,171 rank a-nd file. The
A opresent establishment of King's troops consists of twenty

e o '

‘- regiments of iafantry and four of cavalry. The numbegs -

th * swanding to confplete amount to 1945 rank and file, nd

. regimentz. in the Cpmpaty’s
- + o file. The three, Europesn regimenty uty’
b : sr}wice afount o 2429 rank and file. They gxcegd thgir

- i ing's aulin
.+ = gcomplement. The éctgl effective foree, both King'

s, amounts to 18,01% ra
1 ' xijlﬁf:lyti’ cgmplete the whole to one-fourth would be 20755

i i ess ef the
* ~Jank and file, of whigh 8599 would be in exc ef

i i iments to be
* gresent establishment, supposing the King’s regiments

{ redused to
) Company’s European corps .
h 0531_113]8% ai?edme?te. In Ern:ller to maictain the.proporhsn o:
tm:a;f'thpirh sestate of oficiency, it is necgssary to adver
e
on . - ; .
e e r -
- ' . - .

-

3 & Y >

«the effective sérength %nsists only of 15,587 rpuk cand .

"
L
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mna
tg the very great difference there 13, and must always be,
*between“the apparent and the.leul Torce, Fhat is betwean the
number, of mer actually borne on the rolls, and tlrode if the
regiment took the field%ho would be forthcoming. Many

from the effects of climafé must be left behind in hospltu” )

and quarters. o7
I called on Dr. Burke, tite Inapectm -General of Hospital},
~ an officer ofegrest experience and intelligence, for anopinjon
of the deductions that ought to be made on this score. His
answer gives 8 per cent. for sick left behindsand 4 per
" cent. mo?e for the effects of even a long march on a very
short service. In order to keep up this onc-fourth to its
proper quota I think the establishment of rank and file
should be fixed at 25,000 infantry and gooo cavalry, and to
effect it.at the least possible charge I would raise eagh*pf
_our twenty-three regiments of infantry to rooo rank and
" file, and add to our establishment two reg;menta of, King's
Anffatry. The cavalry, as I bave ﬂrndy proposed in @
« former minute, should be aised to 8oc rank and file, and
the establishment augmented from three to five regiments,
being 10oo men short of the force proposed.
I would statien these two additional regiments of infantry
~ and two of cavalry as follows—one of infantgy at Bangalore,
méking three regiments at that station, wkich I consider ag
P theumosg convenient position for a 2Cserve, to,be applicable te
all exiyencies in India; ona regiment of infantry and one of .
cp.vn]ry to_ be placed in, the great cenfrical ::a.ntonmeut
~Rijputina, proposed to be established on the Beas mver,
and the other regiment of cavalry ot Hoidérdbid. o
~  Tn Réjputina there are above 10,000 native, troops-with-
outany European force, which L- consider to be highly -
objectionable in many points of view. [This traet of country ",

7

between the Narbadd and Jumna, or rather betweea Nz'mpn ;

and Agra, is by far tke most xmp_nrtant in the whole hn@af
our military oct;upatmn 2 o

~ -~ ~
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" % There are two

2 MINUTE (continued)

a.l'.do. not feel cdlled upon to gy
this &zjc.rn. expensashall 3e defray
n stating the imperfections df o
.ﬂml :dxe measurds that are neces
mpire, At the same time it

tion of one captain in ev : A 2
@valry may 131; made wi:lllztieﬁgetzg 12:;;:: n;fa;it? sl
When ¢wo companies were reduced i e -D ey
g ced 1n exch regiment the
former complement of officers remained unaltePed. T concider
the establighment of European officers in a native yegiment
t(:: be far more than is nhecessary, and it is their nugober and
high pay which swell to such an immense amount the mili- *
tary &xpenditure. Men differ very much as to the proper
proportion, some contending that the amount cannot be too
g?e:‘:t; others, again, that the sepoy army was never in a
better state than when $here were not more than*three or
four offjcers with each corps. I am much inclined to be of
this opinion, 'ﬁlg onnection between European and pative
officers was muth clos%r, their rlepengence upon egeh other__
greater, and a more cordial intimacy existed between all
ranks. I believe the sepoys have never been so good as they
were in the earliest part of our career; nonme superior to
*those under De Boigne, and at the present day none better than |
 the Nizam’s contingent, where the same proportion, I belieye, 5
_about six officers, is maintained. There is one fact that is .
aniversally admitted, that no number of Europeﬂ‘bnﬂﬁisem
. $ill makegs 8 ePd"Y corps equul ﬂan Eﬁrup&ﬂn rEgﬁnentf g:\nd
in ‘guyopinion that establishmeiit would be sufficknt tugt
® alloyed the preencecof gne qfficer to a company. The saving

197

ggest the. meafs by qv?tﬁ:h
ed. My duty is performg,
ur present gilitary defence
sary for fae securit} of our
appears to me that the reduc-

@

; £ =
proqpsed would go far to meet the chafge, in addition ta the £ & <

i i mbs;
“ changes that have been sugzgested in rispect to the Bj‘{ y

. »
O here are two ‘oints adverted to in the reports,of the ©

t i ly consideration.
Gommifteerthyp are well deserving of.early con g :
* Roth the L{nﬂms Cofymittee and the :&djuﬂmt Gcn:m

-
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0 .
and Qaartef'maater-Generul of the Bengal army have recgm-
anended the augmentation of each native cpatre to rooéﬁjnen
without any inczease of officers, and I would strongly sap‘pm-é
its adoption as sooh as the finances will allow. It would give 0
9  greafrelief to thg duty devslving upon all sepoy corps, whichy
5 is often very harassing and distressing as military duty, and:

increafed by the interference afd interruption often caused

5 to their religious customs. This increase would pefait the
: extension of a fuch valued indulgence, that of furlough, to

& a much larger proportion of every regiment—sqy one-fifth,
tnd for aslonger period—say a year. Ishould think it would
in any new general regulation be adviable to reduce the
, o Aamount of pay received during absence. There 48 af this ¢

» time a great difference of practice in this respect between o
2 the Bengal sepoys and those of Madras and Bombay, to the
iy @ advantage of the latter. ’ 2
o ? *> The same Bengal officers have urged the formation of a

° portimpn of the regular regimenty inte ‘hgl?t infantry. As’
Jthere is ot a single ghief an Tndia or on the frontier who
. can resist us in line, an _stmy formed principally for that
» purpose is in a great degree useless. » Within our territories
C e all insurrection must be confined to hills or the jungles.

, Without we have either the Nepl Hills or the jungles and”

»  stogkades of Ava, where soldiers well traiped in irregular
» fightjng and in the expert use of a light musket can alone be ,
* useSal. o Y am of opinion tha} one cause of the defeat of the

two columns in the ldte Coorg war may be’ ascribed to the
. iig?omng% of both men and officers in this species of Warfare,

~**  which requires a payticular and, congfant ingtruction as well *

" » % ? as ewperience. s : : P
The,irregular cavalry is the arnd of all others i India'that , ,

e

w

]
ML
2

e * we could command for our defence against foreign inyasion—
i not even excepting the Jiuropean cavalry. I needmot repent
i ' what has been*so often stated, thnt-;the Rol.'ilzas and all the
=1 » . 1 : . s .
] ~ - .

A
hl "B "

» may De placed on a Par with any of the x?jlitary pieans that:._ e
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te):].l:.gx;‘];)gheat cadte and~bravest men in India who will'ifot
iy e;ﬁ;.ur ranks figm diglike to our rigid discipline, and froin
¢ fear of personal disrespect*from our young i nsiderate”
officers, have norepugnance to serva in the e
"y ; g A in the irregularcavalry.
. {.l‘he jmgulnr cavalry is of peculiay importance in India. It
- is the favourite arm of the native. It attdches him oo |
> arvice by the strong tiesdof jnterest and affectica. It
pr.evﬁnts his being engaged against us, apd if the system
were sufficiently extended it would, at a f‘riﬁqing expense,”
aﬂ'ord: us “r.l.l the advantages, moral and military, which tIn;
Russians have derived from the Cossacks, who, from]:eing the

~ bitterest enemies of Russia in the time of Peter the Great, -
A have%become the most faithful subjects of the empire, This
~  force should be increased to 20,000 men. *

& Steam power must be included among the most powerful
medns of reducing the Wifficulties of protection axil support
to such extensive and distant lines of defence and of multi~
];J.}-ing“the mililarp xesources that we glready possess, 1In
illustration of &he prn{‘:tic:ﬂ use_that might be made of this i
power, I take the liberty of introduciilg here an up{nibn that* i
1 have elsewhere expregsed :— IS il

!

|

¢ But an efficient marine’ stenm establishment in India is called - 1
. for by considerations more powerful even than those of commercial '
4 advantage or im‘provad political control It would multiply ina> L
~ pitid little understood the defensive means of the Empire. Ldtme # )i
~ advert to an evept, the pasticulars of which are within yourrecol- _ s
lection, the Burmese War. If five powerful steamers had thenbeen . g
t our comymand to bring up in quick sucdession all necessary rein- v
» forcements and supp]igs, the war would probably heve Mrmin“itd
) ~ in'h few months, and many millions of treasure, manyThousand~ .
of léves, and extraordinaf®y msery and siq;f:ness wouldl have been
sparzd. Allow me to submit another esf imntlo of advaptege, of, -
. ~ the correctness of whicly you all can likewise judge. 'I."h_g pr?pe_r
- 2 station fo? the principal reserve of our Eurbpean troops i India is,
i S B at'Bang‘nlore, Madras the place of embarkation. In a fow days, ats
- "hny poniod,of the monsoons, the same five stenmers woullﬂ. carry i
“$his force to th® most distant part of the shores of the Empire. Ilr& .
fivdvieeks Qvith, the aid of\ The river-steamers, this reserve v-_‘ou

-

- -~ s
"

- - - -
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reatit Allahadbad, the most centrieal point of cur territories, and
ore of"our most commanding positions, The same stcnm‘a‘,{qer
“*hat wohld enable us to baffle any‘im'n' er in Far would besimple. ® -
in times af peace o carry into complete execution the whble plan of
the Bengal Steam CommittGe, for which I continde to be a decided v
advocate.” Py L
e s ~ n
I will only offer a remark that if such power be provided
it showld be exclusively appropriated to the transport of troop? ® »
~and to the maintemance of the communication with Burope. i
From all purpoks of less utility—as passage or tug vessels—
it should be interdicted as being uselessly expensiye, and as
offecting without any adequate return of benefit the efficiency
and readiness for constant service of the>steam machinery.

1 shall only now take the liberty of suggesting he advan-  *
tage that would accrue from including the military establish-  ?
ments of Ceylon in those entertained for the defence of cu, ‘
Indian E'Fﬁlpire. Ceylon could well® spare one regiment of :
nfantry, which would be pro tanto a relief to her figances.

For the ordinary duties of the colony a f;.sep”oy corps at one half
of the expense would obalAdy answer every purpose, and in
case of more urgent service the regiment at Trichinopoli
might be held at the disposal of the Government of Ceylon,
and would be able to cross the straits in a very short time.
_The Ceylon regiment, if stationed at Bangalore, would be of
much more extended benefit, could march down to replace
the Tyichinopoli regiment if necessarys and could move on to -
“Ceylon i case of increasing urgency. There is & Malay -
corps” in Ceylon, an efement of defence nof knovm i,n our
Indian dtablishment, and “which might be most usefully ..
e%nploycd in our prowinces on the Eaafern codst, and perhgps
~in thaLower Province§, which are so hateful to theaup-cougtry
‘sepoy. If the experiment succeedéd, this corps wm{l.ld afford ,."_‘ 2
- nucldus for the fowflation of a larger foyce. It-isa 'grfeal: e
“desiderstum in our military arrangements, the UMTDmE‘
a mode of defence for Bengal proper at once efficielit f6r the-
State and satis’fac!;‘ory to the indiviluals enfployél. B lm

n ~ n
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mugh conversatidn withs

I postess, indeed ﬂ,writiasril .ni(::a}.d e %he E‘H}&L
+ DY, naae0, orandum from him, strongly,
concurring in the view here taken, but I canyot immediately
lay my hand upon it, 5 1 \ =
! i:egret that these observation~ should have run to such
extreme length, but no one before me has had the opportu:nif'y
cf a season of peace to reflecd upon the alterations thit the
ur}ion of our Presidencies into one Government. and of our
territories into one Empire, imperatively calMor. It would )
have ill bei_:qme me, upon a subject so momentous as the safety
of this great possession, to. have been prevented by any motive
of delicacy from the full development of my opinion. I fear-
lessly®pronounce the Indian army to be the least efficient and
most expensive in the world. The realisation of the hypothesis
with which I started, of the presence of 20,000 Russian
infartry on the Indus, ‘with its accompanying multitudes,
“would now find us in a state utterly unable to resist them.
The national resdmiles at hgme might possibly rescue ne-rom
* the impénding 1uin, but we mugt recallect that wa are not
likely to have again the same large armies to supply us w.itl:
great reinforcements, and that men recruited for the occasion
would be very ineficient and quite inadequate to bear the
‘effects of the climate.

But even if we could command this aid, it would be utterly

“inexcusable if, with amnle time for preparation, with the sum

of ten millions Fterling appropriated to our militafy estab-

lithments,ywe weéke not able to decure Surselves u:gn.?;:\at e?gry
ncalcﬂula?)la dange:. 3 Y W.C. B&NSINGK. X
Cflcutta, March 13th, 1835 K g~

A - .

-
"

P
3

S

-

mateges R



" » 7
= » " 2
nal -1 %] o E] -
P .
\ ¥ a ::: = »
! S ® A
| 4 ° T = "
»
| L2 » k¥ G (]
i B B ; 2 2@
5 & CHAPTER X . >
o =3 e = 5
A Exp oF INDIAN CAREER AND LIFE
4 =
. THE indian career of Lord William Bentinck has
n now been considered in all its bearings, and an at- »°

tempt has been made to explain the influence he o
S exercised over the development of Pritish power.in
India. Conmdermg that he had wielded authority in
that country for a period of nearly seven yealsﬂ'unde}-.
circamstances of great a,nx1et§ 1t.‘1s fiofy surprising Yo
£ “find tHat his health suﬁ'ered during the last few months
¥ of his stay there, but wo cannot suppose that this fact
) greatly shortened his tenure of power, which, with the |
- exception of Lord Hastings and Lord Dalhoume, was
louger than that of any Govemor—Genelal in This *
centurgw His departure on 20th Marck 1835, in the .
full<height of his ;eputamon, and whén the task of .
yeform 7n India had reached its gmd, not to be"c.a,lgen
. up for anather gengration, centrasted with the ciresm--
- staifees of his sudden and enforced exit fram Maslras
in 1837. Even the sore feeling in the~Services from - .
~ his interference with what were regarded as chgrished” °
T perquisites did not prevent their cordial gxpresiion of
‘the opinion that he had done &90d work in Indim, ~nd
al -

-
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b STATUE AT CALCUTTA 203

that his administratioh formed an epoch in the higtor
of oo gfvernm&t of the country. Among tho atives. ’
n  the feeling of, regret was naturally more acute, and
Hound louder expression H'eca.qa"é in him they lost the
- friedd and vindicator who, first among their English
Y fulers, held out to them the prospect of equal rights
and an honourable share in the government. Ex-
pression was given to their gratitude *by the statue
- erected b§ public (and chiefly native) subseription to
his memory, which forms » prominent orndment of |
~  the dity of Caleutts, and which bears an inscription® . B
~  prepared by his friend and coadjutor, Macaulay. o
3 Yord William Bentinck went to India as a reformer,’
and he fully and honourably realised the character in -
w}:icﬁ he wa? Eﬁqt .O“E by the East India Coml_)fmy- ’ .

e}

= ;i
! The followh;g is the full text olthis jascriptionz— ~ |

t J
To = ;
Wisnay *CAVENDISH BENTINCK, J N

who during seven years ruled Indin with eminent prudence;
integrity, and benevolence
who, placed ‘at the head of a great Empire, never l‘uid aside tho
-t simplicity and moderation of a private mhze_n 3 ' ‘
* who infused in%o Oriental despotism tha spirit of British frézdom ; | T
v % who neyer forgot that the end of government 18~ b
Rt ’ A “the happiness of the goforned ; : N
L, @ who abolished druel rites; 2 _3} 8
R who ehc'\ad humiliating distinetions; C " ,
T who gave liberty to the expression qx‘ pu})hc optuion ;“ﬂ &
Yvhiose cqnstant study it yvas to eievntp_ the mtul'lect]::lk a
E moral charpeter of the nation commxited to his ¢ rgle‘; _ ;
® This Monument ° _ s
& Y iyas erected by men o s
s whep ;iiﬁkring in race, in manners, in language, “_ﬂddl“ religion, ]
g chedish with equal veneratioh and gratitude o 5
{1% Bnemory o his wise, forming, and paternal'administration. |
L
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H?a bagan his work by placing tife impeired ﬁnan,ceg of
4he Irdian Government on a Frm ¢hd Babmfw-tm Ve
basis, not mercly by conver t.mg a deficit jnto a’ sur plus,
but by eﬁ'ectmo- pelmgnenu economies- and creating.
' mew sources of revenue. He carried out several u'lea.t-
measires of reform which w8re necessary, not only if
the interests ob governed and governing, but #so in
order to demofistrate the earnest desire of the Company
to conmdel the welfare of its subjects. He wis the first
& to put inpractice the loftier ideal of Ipdian government,
which had insensibly grown®up after the, W&rren

"~

& stings trial.

If Lorél William Bentinek had ] many admirers, J,ﬁ ¥
not surprising, considering the acts of his administra-
twn ta find that he had also enemjes #hd detrfctorse
No oneoca.n foreibl 1efg1m the &stablished offer of
‘thinge"without i mcm‘nn.g the enmity of those who are
interfered with, and Lord William Bentinck certainly
interfered with a good many people. Perhaps the s

» waiter who gave the most extreme expregtion to theae
mﬁn ed feelings was Mr. Thorntoy in his History, con- °
clu(j,mtr &long indictment of Bentinck’s adminigtration
with an attack on hfs persona.l charactgr, in which lle

4 thére “was ‘added the treachtyy of the Ttalian _

= oo the cantion of "the Dutehmafi™.’ But it is straddge
rf a

“to fRd"a writer like ‘Greville, who wasa shrewd jifdge |,

(of hihan charactor, and _who wWas, nforeovar, 'Ben- .

.
L]

-

“tinck’s, own nephew, giving eaplessfon to whab Was - )

N

' A forcible and eloqueft reply tor?lornton % a?tac]; was pul:'»
5 hshed in the first’ volumeof the Caleutta Rtyiew, and degerves tob@18ad.
] n ~ "

"
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B . a

i axm;“ all the anhpa,thy to Lord William B
,,F)y gsvery smallass I India.

n 1t was rather

entinak {2l
e, We may assumie that;
~prejudice caused by his home politics,

. ,:‘t.l.lﬂ.f} objection to Bentincl’s work in India, that led
i - him’to pen the following lines as hi3 summing’ up
~+ Of the character of his undle n— S

* He is a man whose success in life has begn greater than*
111':5 talents /_\‘vurrant, for he is not right-headed, and has com-
mitted some great blunder or other in every public*situation

. in which he has been placed, but he is simple in kis habits,

A popularin his manners, Iiberal in his opinions, and magnifi- '

~ cently hogpitable in his mode of life. These qualities are
epough to ensure popularity.’ 5

The most unfrienaly critics of Lord William Ben-
~tinck*have nct ventured to deny that he accomplished
the work entyusted'to him, and that he satisfaca'&rily
solved the problems which cime before him, * Their’
criticism is not directed aga?nst the manner of the
. worker, but against the work itself. ,The decision to

diminish tke expense of government, to give the

" " governed a le;.‘rger share in i, and to elevate it fgr' ‘the

" benefit.of thé millions in India and the Englieh reputa-

=~ " %ion, wag comd to because tirbse stcps gould beno lenger

put off. They opiginated nob with Lord William Jan-

finok so much as I England yader the pressure

of An arossed, if still sluggish, pablic opinior; uhd if.

o they had not een carried out by en officer of tz,a East,

- *_"India Company, the neglect would have entailed t.he.

. ";peeﬁfer‘fall, of that institutionand t?e transfer of its
duids to the British Crown and Parliament.

~
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206 LORD WILLIAM RENTINCK ~° B o

"But there is no justiﬁca.tiof for the loose state-
~nent"so frequently made, that thedbject .Of «uord, °
William Bentfngk wasg to facilitate the fransfer of the
government from English to native hands. He E‘,a,w{:1
ciea}l):, and long before he was Governor-Gengral,
that the administrative sefvices would have to b2 ~ o

~recruited from®the natives, and he recognistd on
principle the justice of this measure. He carried out
what he’approved, and what the Company itself saw to
~ benecessary, in an expeditious and practical manner
that provided an enduring and satisfactory refmedy »

& Aor the difficulty. Every subsequent step taken by »

~

'the Government of India in the eStension of 4he
Jbranches open to the natives of the country has been
the direct consequence of Lord Willigm Ben{fnc]g‘s‘
Jolicy. ~We have been told very ‘often rthat tiis was
a misfortune rather than a benefit, and that by so
doing the seeds were planted of our overthvow. The
prediction maysbe verified at some remote date, as to »

« " which no one but a rash prophet will attempt now
to Vaticinate. - W
But sthat would have been the stability,of the )
Engfish Dosition~ i India if we had perdisted in
N gﬂ?qmiﬁg the country with a mwaie handful of eur _ .
- ~own officials, excldding the hative from all supeior -
'admin’i"étra.ti‘ire work, and either augmenting ‘our | X
:expeﬂkes or diminishing our revénu_e In acdordance 7, * *
as we kept many or few European officials ? Ttawould<
be going too far to assert that to-day there would noQ*
be a British India at all. We content gurselves by

%
"

i

s
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U238 that it ‘would"be a British India of whielt %6
#hotsd have 18W reafon o b ,

e to be proud than *of that

, @nd also that it would he'lesa seeure.

Was necessary to prove
to thoughtful persons that two hundTed milli'of;; of

People, composed of mfnye highly intelligen® and
spiritéd races,
state of subjection without either voice or share in
their owf government. There is 1o insfhnee in

could not be kept petmanently in gm

history of any race of capable conquerors having _

atterhpted so hopeless’a task, and all Lord William

Bentinck did was to prove that the Company, havingy :

ﬂlrgwn aside ith corgmercial character, was prepared 0

to discharge its duties as a purely governing body in,
%,woﬁhy mm!mi!.. It vas impossible to accomplish
this @k without° giving qumbrage to igfluential
classes, and the completengss of Lord William
Bentinck’s success was certainly calculated to em-
o bitter the feeling against him among $he old servants

of the Compfny. But the allegation that his poliey * |
" ® yas caleulated to uggdermine British power in ;nala‘

is one that will not bear examination. -
L]

* It wad indmpensable. ]gx endibling the ‘revelues

a ofeIndia to n.leetn.ﬂﬂ the chaxges of a foreign?govmhr

- mefit he added to the stfength anyl durability o‘f_‘ om-:'
pos&ion i@ India, and his anxitty to ﬂ.ugmé:lt our

Vet military® forces .iu.the country, ®and to oppdse a»

.

" ‘Russian advance on

India with a suitable foreign®

'golicn., aﬁ'owed. that he would beno party to anything

. 3y . The
terfding to ma;kcn out holi upon .tha counf:ry b .

L] ¢ . : . .'.}
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«?

n:;me narel’ully Lord William Befhtinck®s Indian carser
s conBidered, the more evident fvill i¥appear thpi his,
part ir consoli atmgeBmtlsh authority, in India was
a great and honourable one” To him we feel it t6 be;
?  due'that the peoples of Indla were first convinced that - .
a mafh factor in our poKcy“vas a disinterested desil® =, »
e for their own welfare. °
The closing years of Lord William Bentinck's 11fe,
e  which wﬁ';a.s not long extended after the termination of
¢, his Indian administration, only call for brief notice.

o After his return to England in'the autumn of 1855 he 2
e jpwas offered a peerage, which he declined, paa'tly a
. becauseche had no children tq, inhérit a title, .&md‘
,partly beca.use he wished to return to active pohtmal
life in the House of Commons. - {he election o7
1837 hegwas elected Member for the ity of Glasgow

"~

]
s L LA S
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*in thé Liberal mtelest He spent a good deal of his ' 2

time in France, where his Palermo friend of more e

than twenty years before had become Louis Philippe, s ¢

~ King of the French, and he died gt Paris on _ 1
June,.l?, 1839, at the age of gs. Tha part of his :
hi‘e.wqu?. which will endure was performed in Indm, o ]

a.nal although torhim felf less of the t,_nomp"" and cjr- i W

,. e@nstaflce of war which has forried s plommem Ba * ol
e *. ofeature of our hiffory in tRat G countly, and mof3 of . {
una.tt.rs.ctwa internal reform, ke ca,n never be exclt.ded W e . J

" nfrom"the list of "eminent rulers whé ‘made mdm L :.
i "& British possession, and who have kept ity so, ae :

much by the tacit assnt of the , subject, populatmn o
r by ﬁupel‘l()l' force
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natine Itnf}, 46-7: sends ex-
'{)editf'\on to Eastern Spain, 47 :
lands a? Leghorn with small
army, 48: his proclamation at
Genon, 49: his relations gvith
Lonis Philippe, id. : his con-
ventien with Pripge Francis, fo:

© his policy in Italy, 50-32: his

relations with Austrian nota-
bilities, 51 n.: refused pe-
mission o lgnd af Naples, 52
resides at Florepce, ibid. : mem-
ber for Lynn, 53: offered and
refuses _Governorship of Ma-
dras, ilfd. : applies forGovernor-
GeneralChip, ibid.: James Mill's
opinion of him, 54 : selected as
Governor-General, ibid.: arrives
in India, 55: ordered to reduce
Batta, 56 : his proceedings on
that subject, 50-59: forbids
press tey comment on Court's
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ductions in army, 61: lis
afingements about  Mdlwd
opium, A2 : turns deficg of ope
mill3n into a surplus of “Lwo
millions, 63 : his relations with
Sir Charles Metcalfe, 65-68:
receives Lord Ellenborough's
despatch, 67: fokes in hand
suppression of thags, 68 : his
mensures, 75 abolishes widow-
Surning, 77 et seq.; receives
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ings, ~5% ¢ his decision, 86:
nddresses confidential detter tQ
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wvence T8 to abolition, go: s
Minute on Sati, 96111 : Lord
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oaragter of his rulg, 129:
forbids presents to or by ser-
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policy towards Native States,
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in Maisore, I 3‘4-§: directs cam-
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pafzn in Toorg, 136: visits

Lucknow, 139 : his despatches

of condir®n” of Oudh, (bid.:

establishes sanitarium at Simla,>

145 : and at Rarjiling, dbid. : his
desire to see things for himself,

ibid.: issues first 4 p.c.loan, 147 5

agsumes command of the Army,
ibid.:character of Lady William,
1481 supports English edit
cation, 157-8 : hia Resolutizn of
March, 1835, 159-160: his
Press poiicy, 161-2: his policy
in India, 163 5 his foreign
policy, 166: negotiates with
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view with Ranjit Singh, 169:
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supports overland route, 172-
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elected mmerber for
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