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Supreme Court's ruling in favour of a 'Thirc!‘Gendcr ,on
15th April, 2014, finally recognized the Hijras 8s legal
citizens of India with the right to vote. A population count
of the transgenders Wwas impossible duc to lack of

30 May, 2014, the

recognition. According to a report 0N 2% .
“third gender’ counts for 4.9 lakhs of Indian population.
hat the figures are

believe t

ed at the official recognition

The transgender activists
inflated, although they ar¢ elat

of the alternate genders.
rights as promised in

The Hijras have been denied their i
the Indian Constitution which incorporates  certail
articles, not followed meticulously until the Supreme
1, 2014, that they themselves could

Court ruling on 15 Apri

enjoy equal opportunities in education, employment etc.
The Lok Sabha has passed
(Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016. It has also passed the
Trafficking of persons (Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018. Both these Bills are pending
consideration in the Rajya Sabha, though the transgender
community is not happy with the above Bills.

oblems. They are
confront

the Transgender Persons

The Hijras face a multiplicity of pr
denied various  civic amenities  and
discriminations in the fields of employment, education
etc. It may be stated that a more sympathetic approach

towards the ‘Third Gender’ can draw them out of their
‘ predicament and contribute positively towards society.
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Living in the shadows of modern society, the Hijra
or eunuch has long been the subject of social
embfnTassmenl and very often, the object of
suspicion and contempt. Hijras challenge the
tr'ad'ft:onal gender binary, which recognizes only two
dfstfnct: opposing genders based on physiological
distinctions - the male and the female.
Uncomfortable with the presence of a gender that
does not conform to the conventional gender
compartments of man or woman, society had chosen
to turn its face away from the Hijras, pretending that
they did not exist. As a result, this minority was
rendered invisible, with no legal recognition and

7. [ssue 5, May, 2019
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therefore, had no access to educatjg -
services or even healthcare. Thjs on, jobs, Dubj
April, 2014, when the Supreme Ehanged s
favour me a ‘third gender’ wit ourt pyjeq 15
Radhakrishnan asserting, “Transgend Justice 4
of this _country" and their “ren:c»gnitt?rs arec{“Ze‘nj
ender is not a social or medical issulon as g Thir;
rights issue.” This milestone ruling ce but a p, a
when the world is fast changing in its :m_es at a tip,
towards diversity and gender idemit?clal Atifydg,
Supreme Court ruling, the unrecogniz E;, With the
finally recognized as legal citizens Oﬂe Hijras a
right to vote. ndia with 5,

In order to realize the magnitude of th
Court ruling, it is necessary to underst: Suprem
who a Hijra is and what the term signifie nd exactly
Hijra refers to an individual who is tras‘ The temn
transgender. Identified as the third gengsexual or
alternative gender, this group occupies the ]er i
of the Indian social hierarchy. Hijras are bO: ..
the physiology of a man but the temperamem il
woman and therefore exhibit more ﬁ'erninin[c]:t [;faa
masculine traits in their attitudes and temperam: .
Hijras or eunuchs can be emasculated nI:: .
(castrated men, also called Nirvana) ,mn
emasculated men (not castrated) and int:zl‘se*{eti
persons (hermaphrodite), ~ who  have ‘(he
physiological qualities of both sexes. A Hijra can
also mean intersexed person with disfigured genital
or incomplete genitals that have failed to develop
fully at puberty. Serena Nanda defines this Third
Sex as “man minus man” and “man plus
woman”.'Hence, Hijras are essentially persons who
have a dominant male physiology but prefer to live
as women in attire, gait, mannerisms, speech and
lifestyle. Hence, the Hijra community consists

mainly of transgenders.

There is often a confusion between the two terms
‘transgender’ and ‘transvestite’. Transgende

people are those who disown their biological gender
and identify with members of the 0pposite o
Transvestites are those who cross-dress, that : ?Eﬂ,

dress in clothes of the opposite S
often misfits ~ they

transgendered people are o
become estranged from their family and fﬁ,c
ostracism from the society. Their parents or }Owiﬂ
ones are shocked to see their male child behavir
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. way and soon become intolerant towards
ﬂ"':mmmevior that is considered inappropriate and
qic ble in prevalent society. Thg phys.l_cal and
unacczptﬂﬂme on the child from his family and

ment ompels him to come out of his own family
sﬁ?;{ncmc Hijra family
andJ . amily is @ community group formed by
pe Hijrd i members of the third gender who are
these ouifzd victimized by society. The Hijras form
shu{lned 3d and marginalized class in our society -
an 1sol:lllC an identity crisis for which they have
.123\; society in different ways. They have their
adap sistinet Community’known as the Hijra
own ity and anyone wishing to join the Hijra
Commﬁiw should be sponsored by a Guru.* The
Comm i as a guardian by giving them a roof over
Gufﬂhﬁeads fo oa- protection from police, and a place
thek m; their business, begging or prostitution,
10 cil;?ing a fee, a Hijra gets the right to work in a
gﬁfcu[ar territory owned by her Guru. In return,
they are expected to respect the Guru and contribute
apart or offer all of their earnings to their Guru. Ti'!.e
Hijras can never talk baclk to the Gurus or cannot ll_e
down with their feet facing the Guru. The Guru is
the controlling head of the community in chaljge of
{he emotional, physical and economic well-being of

the community.

The Hijra Community is divided into seven ‘houses’
or subgroups. There is a council of seniors or Jamat
who take all major decisions like entry of new
members or solving disputes within a community.
They also decide on the steps to be taken for fighting
for their own rights or determine how to combat
rowdy customers. Each house has its own set of
rules and regulations. The norms in all the houses
are similar with slight variations depending on the
geographical regions. The Hijras refer to the Guru’s
Guru as ‘Nani’ and Guru’s sister as ‘Khala’. All
disciples have a sisterly bonding and are known as
“Chelas’. Usually one or more senior Chelas inherit
the property of the Guru after she passes away.
Everyone is bound to obey the charter of rules and
regulations within the community which helps to
maintain law and order within the sect. If found
dissident or disobedient to rules, a Hijra may be
suspended from the community by her Guru. She
then forfeits her right to work in all the work places
assigned by her Guru. A Hijra is definitely
suspended if she attempts to attack her Guru; for
minor offences she is warned, punished or fined.
The Hijras are trained to work in a style typical of
their community, for example, how to serve water
by balancing the glass on palms join together instead
of holding the glass at the top or middle. They are
trained to dance carefully so that their pallus don't
louch anyone when they move around.

I

Dancing is an important part of the Hijra's work.
The main occupation®of the Hijras is to perform
Badf*za:' (the offering of blessings and receiving
traditional gifis in cash and goods including sweets,
clothes, etc.) at weddings or when a child is born,
Dancing and singing in a coarse voice with a two
glded drum come naturally to them. Hijras
invariably reach the house where a child is born to
offer their blessings and receive money in exchange.
If the baby is a male child they check the baby
carefully. If he is an intersex baby they claim him to
be one of their Community. Their presence,
announced by their raucous voices, alarms the entire
locality but little can be done to discourage them
because when they are angry, the Hijras dance with
dirty gestures, lifting their dresses, swaying their
hips and exposing their mutilated genitals. People
give in to their demands fearing their curse of
misfortune and sterility. There is a saying that Hijras
take the host's luck away, if they are returned empty
handed. When turned away, they use slangs which
are intolerable and demonstrate the body language
of an angry woman. Yet despite their disagreeable
behaviour, they are feared as vehicles of God.

As the vehicle of divine power, Hijras have the
power to bless. However, only Badhai or gifts for
blessing, is not a sufficient means of livelihood. So
Hijras also earn their livings by dancing in bars at
night clubs or begging in streets, shops, buses and
trains. Hijras clapping their hands and demanding
money is a common sight at traffic signals. In India,
many Hijras eamn a living from prostitution.’Those
who earn money by sex trade, have to give their
earnings to the ‘house manager’ or ‘madam’ who in
return gives them a small allowance, food and
shelter. ‘Madam’ also protects them from rowdy
customers and the police. Nowadays, a great number
of Hijras are turning to prostitution in sheer need.
This goes against the Hijra ideal of self-denial as
they are supposed to renounce sex and lead life like
a hermit as soon as they become the devotee of
Bahachura Mata, their patron Goddess.

I1I

Hijras worship Bahachura Mata, a version of
Indian Mother Goddess. There are many stories
explaining the power of Bahachura Mata. One of
these- is a story about a king who prayed to
Bahachura Mata for a son. Mata responded to his
prayer and gave him a son whose name was Jetho.
But Jetho was impotent. One day, Jetho got a dream
from Bahachura Mata to get castrated and join the
Hijra community. From that time onward, it is said
that Bahachura Mata appears in dreams and orders
all males with feminine qualities and temperament

—
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sobeys her order, he

to get ema: . ; o
is iunished by being reincarnated lmpotenfl gl:n::j

ives. So the ritual :
e irvana.’ Through this

ritual, a man undergo on 80 2
, i ormed by
ij asculation operation is pe

o okt i Maa who has no

stage the Mata is

worshipped and her blessing 1S soug_ht fqr positive
omens as the outcome of the operation lies in her.

i ho is going 10 be
Then the prospective person, W
emasculated, is asked by the Dal Maa to look at the

picture of Mata. 1f the Mata smiles, the operation i

to be successful.

medical training.

sitive then it is followed by
is broken into two halves
qut is broken unevenly
stponed, as it 18

Negative omen

If the first omen tums po
a second. Here coconut
by the Dai Maa. If the cocon
in two parts the operation 1 po!
believed to be a negative omen.
indicates that the prospective Nirvana lacks the
courage {0 proceed with the operation. But'if the
omen is positive, the candidate is kept in indoor
isolation. Three taboos are followed — no seX,
special non spicy diet and n0 looking in the mirror.
Sufficient sleep i needed during this period to come
{0 a calm state of mind and absence of desire. The
emasculation operation takes place early in the
momning. The Dai Maa ties the Nirvana's genital
organ with a thread at the base. Then she takes her
knife, which is blessed by Mata, and cuts off his
male sex organs and allows the male blood to come
out as it is seen as the essence of masculinity. Then
she places a tube in the urethra. Surprisingly the
Nirvana faces no pain as during the entire process as
he stares at the photo of Bahachura Mata and starts
chanting her name in the form of Mantras which
takes him to a trancelike state.The Dai Maa's
assistant buries the genitals under the earth. Once the
operation is done the Nirvana is kept in isolation of
few days. During the forty days of recovery period,
the Nirvana is dressed as a bride and is taken in
procession to a body of water, which is followed by
certain other rituals. From an impotent man he
becomes a successful eunuch by dint of which the
eunuch acquires the power to bless others fertility

and fortune.

Nirvana or the emasculation operation in which the
rr_mfe genitals are removed is therefore a revered
ritual. This operation is viewed as a rebirth by
wh_ich an impotent male is transformed into a Hijra
This process of castration is not forced to anyone bull
is strictly optional. A few Hijras have optional
breast implants, too. The impulse of getting
emasculated and transforming into a Hijra
transcends the fear of death as a result of operal{on
or legal penalties. Nirvana or this emasculation

1ssue 5, May, 2019
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Despi‘te‘their furtive activities .
association with Hindu myﬁlof’ Y
said in the Ramayand® th O8Y and oy
I ! at thn i(|o ¢
Ayodhya for his fourteen yearg o gy, |
exile 1 i lo
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followed him to a forest
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and saw his devote AMchandyg Wb
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see him off. He bade them not ( nith teg eyf?ﬁk
Oum fo

that all “men and women” g,
places in Ayodhya. Afier the e»‘(i?eu ",
to A}fﬂdh_ya he found that fey, | When he po,
standing in the spot where he de[-PeD le wep, -

They were neither men norwered his spge
impressed with their devotion, R4, Womep,

them the power to shower bl’essin Chandrg t];[gl
occasions like child-birth and mam,‘is On pegpl, o
of bief.mng is the origin of Ba dfim’aage‘ This Powey
the Hijras have been bestowing their brild EVer singe
name of Bahachura Mata. Ironical] essings i g,
able to bestow the blessing of feni);;tlhe Hijrog

bride, a boon which they themselves dﬁ I?t;‘l the ney
Possess,

1d retyp, sengg

Hindu mythology has more ins R

to stories of Shiva, Arjuna ai"‘ﬁ_ﬁkmg Hijras
influencing their acceptance in society noa‘ therey
forms of Lord Shiva is an Ardhanari - ald ek m.e
balf St and oLt P, Theve it o~
eunuch in the Mahabharata, too. The grealton nr-[he
Arjuna lived for a year in exile as a eunuch'.m;FJrI
this identity of a eunuch, he perf‘orme& [I]:h
customary rituals (that present day Hijras peme
during different ceremonies. There are further Iinks]
to Hijras in the Mahabharata. Arvana, the son of
Arjuna and Nagakanya in the Mahabharata, was
offered to be sacrificed to the goddess Kali to ensure
victory for the Pandavas in the Kurukshetra wa.

The condition was that he would spend the last night

of his life in matrimony. But no woman agreed fo

marry a person who was doomed to be killed. Lord

Krishna, in the guise of a beautifil woman, married

him. The Hijras of Tamilnadu considered Arvan lo

be their progenitor and call themselves Aravanis.

Later, in the courts of Mughal and Hindu rulers,
Hijras tose to high positions of power However,
during the British rule, the Criminal Tribes Actof
1871, criminalized the entire Hijra community
they were categorized as an annatural, immoral a1d
dishonest.

Vv

the law that criminalized i
d their presence s
opulatio?
ue to the

Despite a repeal of
the social stigma remained an
always kept hidden from society. Ap
count of the transgenders was 10t possible d

_—
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g of g mah,mﬁc gsﬂ 2014, that the latest
{he third gender in India is 4.9 lakhs
(ransgender activists believe ;..2_ .Em

o a_eémw:uﬁ d. they are elated at the recognition
”.@ua e gender. Another interesting fact is
w,"mﬁzam of the third gender started much

ot 1€ coun 12014 ruling of the Supreme Court
ore the AP anted legal status. Thus, they were

fore ¢
X Emﬂiﬁmwam& as citizens of India even
cially

the historic ruling.

e of secular India, a commendable fact

e i is that they are tolerant of all

Ky {hem worship the Hindu Mother
hip Allah. The Muslim Hijras

Goddess: ﬂ:ﬂwwﬂwqﬂuﬁ% month, and have a

often aﬂ& ding called Nikkah. The Hijras have the

ol

Mastint o married if they wish. They usually get
_EE.EW a man. After marriage, a Hijra doesn’t
yarried cnn__c_., with the community. The last rites
et ﬁm_.__uah depend on their respective religions:
of the .m@__a dies, the Hindus are cremated while
,ﬂw«”ﬂ“ < are buried. While carrying the corpse
{

ia to the graveyard, the female clothing is
g:__a_”_%«ﬂw male attire to hide the fact that the
H_“Sm& is actually a Hijra.

V1

There are several accusations against the Hijras
which are often baseless. The E____,E. are often
sccused of kidnapping children and forcing __SH to
become Hijras. These are usually false allegations
a5 kidnapping is very much against the Hijra
Community rules and regulations and call for an
impartial and unbiased enquiry, If by chance, a kid
s kidnapped by a Hijra, the Community does not
forgive him. Just as there are criminals in the
mainstream society, there are criminals who belong
fo the marginalized society too. But where the
criminals of the mainstream society are punished
according to law, the crimes of Hijras are dealt with
the public and the police in a violent way, The fault
of some unscrupulous members give the entire
community a bad reputation, The untold words of a
Hijra" is well depicted in Lakshmi’s Story:

“It is tiresome to swim against the current.
I have been swimming against two
currents, one society and the other
community. Both need to change their
attitude, Whereas society needs to confront
its biases toward the Hijras, the Hijras
themselves must be forthright. We have
paid a heavy price for living an estranged
&nd scheduled life. The black sheep in the
community, no more than ten percent of the

_—§= [SSN : 2454-2415 Vol. 7, Issue 5, May, 2019

total  population, defame the entire
community.” !

Victims of public defamation, Hijras have been
denied their rights promised in the Constitution. In
the Constitution of India certain articles are
incorporated which were not followed meticulously
till 15 April, 2014. Articlel4 declares that the State
shall not deny to any person equality before the law
or the equal protection of the laws within the
territory of India. But Indian laws recognized only
two genders: male and female. The word ‘person’
doesn’t imply only men or women. The transgenders
are equally entitled to legal protection of laws in all
spheres of activity like education, employment,
health as well as equal civil and citizenship rights —
as any other Indian Citizen would enjoy. Article 15
declares that the State shall not discriminate against
any citizen on the ground of sex. But the
transgenders are denied access to public restaurants,
hotels, theatres and other public places. Article 16
declares equal opportunity for all citizens for public
employment. But the transgenders are deprived of
entry into government services or educational
institutions. Article 19 deals with six freedoms. The
transgenders are denied all freedoms and forced to
choose one identity, male or female. Moreover, the
transgenders are denied to right to reside and
practice any profession throughout the country.
21 declares that no person shall be deprived
of his life or personal liberty except according to
procedure established by law. But all these
derivative rights such as right to livelihood, health,
dignity are denied to this marginalized community,
It is interesting to note that “The Constitution of
India under Article 14 used the expression ‘person’
and Article 15 used the expression ‘citizen’ and
‘sex’ same to Article 16. Article 19 also used the
expression ‘citizen’. Article 21 used the expression
‘person’. All these expressions are held to be
‘gender neutral’ which evidently refers to human-
beings. This covers Hijra/Transgender who are not
limited to male or female gender,"!?

VIl

In order to comect the injustice against the
transgenders, on 15 April, 2014, the Supreme Court
has passed a momentous judgment on the rights of
the Hifras so that they themselves could enjoy equal
opportunities in education, employment etc. This
reveals that the third gender has, for the first time,
got a formal recognition. The ruling also states that
these people will automatically come under the fold
of the O.B.C.s. The apex court has decreed that, in
order to remove the ‘social stigma' from them,
certain social welfare schemes have to be devised
and a public awareness campaign has to be run
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involving the transgender community. The Supreme
Court further said that special public seclors would
offer employment Lo transgenders and their medical
matters would be looked into. The Supreme Court
also provided that in case, 8 person made any &E:m«.
in his or her sex then he or she would be entitled to
her newly transformed sex and could not be
discriminated. The Court further acknowledged that
this  transgender community  often  faces
discrimination and harassment in public places. ,q,_ﬁ
Supreme Court also noted that Section 377 of Indian
Penal Code has been frequently misused by the
police against them which has made their plight
quite pathetic and hazardous. The Supreme Court
clarified that its verdict was relevant only for the
cunuchs and not meant for other sections of people
like the gay, lesbian and the bisexual people, who
may also come under the fold of ‘transgender”.

The Supreme Court has further said that, Hijras
should be brought under the fold of the mainstream
of society, and has urged for giving separate identity
to the transgender by recognizing them as third
category of gender by passing the order on a PIL
(Public Interest Litigation is a litigation for the
protection of public interest in Indian law) filed by
the National Legal Service Authority (PLSA). Mr.
Lakshmi Narayan Tripathi, a transgender rights
activist, welcomed and lauded this Supreme Court
decision.

Vi

In line with the Supreme Court verdict the
government of West Bengal has decided to absorb
the Hijras to the Civic Police Volunteer Force
(C.P.V.C.) of Kolkata Palice. Shashi Panja, the
Minister of State for Women and Child
Development, was the one to have proposed this
move. In her words, “The prime issue that we face
that people don't have the respect for the
transgender community. But if they are incorporated
as volunteers in the civic police force, then it will
gradually allow people to imagine them in different
roles.”™ The C.P.V.C., also called the Green Police,
assists the Kolkata Police in managing traffic. So the
community which begs at traffic signals, will from
now onward monitor traffic. Another initiative taken
by the West Bengal Government to upgrade the
status of the transgenders is by appointing Professor
Ao hi R, Ay 1 o A

anabl . padhyay, a transgender, as the
Principal of a college. In order to invite social
acceptance and economic independence for the
transgender community, the West Bengal
government has been active and initiated several
measures.' It has set up the Transgender
Development Board which looks into the concerns
of the Hijras, like offering dedicated beds in state

ISSN : 2454-2415 Vol. 7, Issue 5, May, 2019
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transgender s 1ma_._:z__ ?miw_”_:mzem fory,
eWs anchor ; becan, ' b

Kerala framed a " Tamjj th
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i

to end discrimination o o¢T Policy o POl
ation cy 932% for

promote gender equali thig . g

Zm_._m@mrz.m _mmmmn wa.,, On H___u:_:. Iy

Sharmila  with her Passpory to Sy » g
ty

‘“Transgender’, In the s
up a housing quota for ﬁmwmﬁso:z_ Chha;
In April 2015, a Bengaly Tansgeney comgy
national job portal that ”c baseq firm ws_._a__w
rights to the transgender ocm5<aw &qual aav_ong 1
H i munyg 'Yy,
them into mainstream society. | 1, thug gy "7
Tamil Nadu, Prithika Yashin, prc. 00t e
sub-inspector after the gmaamnnmaa the firs in
favour of her employment. Fn.I__.m: Coury E_&M“
lawyer, Sathyasri Sharmila, {5 m_ﬂ. § first Eammih
5 also from this
In December 2015, Aishwarya Rj ale,
: - Wpama
who is a Commercial Tax Office; Pradhy,,
publicly declared her _Huzmmo:n“ﬂ 0 Odighy
Supreme Court ruling gave her the Smsem.__ T
she nceded and although she join aﬂﬁgsﬁ
Financial Services as male officer five yea Odishy
has now changed her status to the E:wwma_m__m
Holding a post-graduate degree in mmﬁq.
administration, Pradhan believes that her chage o
gender has nothing to do with her duties &am
government officer. The few transgenders who have
been able to educate themselves and secure positions
of respect in the workplace are now gaining the
confidence to acknowledge their identity and reach
out to help the others in their community. Howeser,
despite climbing the social ladder, there are still alot
of issues that afflict the transgenders. Pradhan
recounts the conflicts, emotional trauma and
ostracism she had to face from her childhood
because of her different identity. Her preference for
wearing women’s attire caused severe ridicule and
taunts from society and even her own family. Her
own father, a retired Army man refused 10 Ea_%__
gender inclination. Pradhan also reveals the V<0
human side of transgenders when she speaks

E
S8arh 5

i

desire to adopt children. However. mﬁm”““““w H__
: ; as Hindu

an impossible dream s only males a1

Maintenance Act of 1956 allows et 25
females ta adopt children. This 15 m%qﬁ&%f
which could be addressed to offer the
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a passed the Transgender Persons

e Lok S 2016, it wasreported tha
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5 hts of the transgenders in India, it will
En.awa these rights. Activists from the
y Community have condemned the

qag_mmmm”%wa pill in its current form and are calling
pussin

ment to withdraw it from ooﬂ_manﬂzo:
%”ﬂ”m_oﬂm_nﬂ Sgbha and instead pass the private
o y

ber's bill drafted by Tiruchi Siva in the Lok
mem!

gabha.
Further

the Community m_,mo ou__omn,n the

0o of Persons (Prevention, _#o:wn:mu and
dm___m_mﬁmaa Bill, 2018, which was passed in July
Mha in the Lok Sabha. This bill is also pending
? before the Rajya Sabha.

consideration
The Trafficking Bill further nnam_wmzwﬂ the trans
community by stipulating ten years ucn_m:_aaz. woq
sprganized” begging. It conflates qmao__s:_m s.__:_
voluntary sex works and does not distinguish
petween the voluntary taking of hormones and &m
coercive  administration of the same. This
criminalizes gender affirming procedures  that
gender non-binary and trans people could voluntary
w«&rs

In the Lok Sabha Elections of 2019, only nine
transgenders from Gurugram have been enrolled in
the ‘Others’ category as voters. Transgender
activists said that many people have refrained
themselves from enrolling due to stigma that they
face in everyday life. In Haryana, only 144 out of
nearly 8422 transgenders have been enrolled as
voters, according 1o the 2011 Cencus of the
Government of India.'® Thus, the Hijras today face
a multitude of problems. The general people are
Reference ; -
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often transphobic about them. They are denied
Various ¢ivic amenities and face discriminations in
the fields of education, employment etc.

X

In conclusion, it may be stated that a more
sympathetic approach towards the Third Gender can
draw them out of their predicament and contribute
positively towards society. The case of the Hijras
should be dealt with sympathetically by the all
sections of the society recognising their worth as
human beings irrespective of their gender choices.
They should not be treated as a social taboo or
shunned because they choose to be different from
the accepted gender binary. An awareness should be
created within the mainstream society that as human
beings like us, Hijras deserve every right and
privilege that we enjoy and they should not be
marginalized. As an inseparable part of our society,
they should be endowed with all opportunities at the
local, state and national levels. OF late, the Hijras as
well as transgender rights activists have been
involved in raising awareness on issues like jobs,
medical facilities and education opportunities. Much
has to be done in this regard and lots more is left to
be done. It is a binding duty on our part to create
various public awareness campaigns to mitigate the
pathetic plight of the Hijras which steers them
towards illegal and criminal activities. The world
has started changing its views on different gender
identities. We should also change our prejudiced
outlook and protect the Hijjras socially, politically
and legally so that they can be considered on an
equal footing and be provided the same benefits as
the upper echelon of the society. In the
Parliamentary Elections of 2019, the transgender
Community has been involved in the political
process of the country. For Example, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) has fielded its first Transgender
candidate Chirpi Bhawani from the Prayagraj seat in
Uttar Pradesh for the Lok Sabha Elections 2019.
Another Transgender activist Gauri Sawant from
Mumbai, India, is the director of Sakshi Char
Chowghi that helps transgender people and people
with HIV/AIDS has been made the goodwill
ambassador of  Election Commission in
Maharashtra.

|, Serena Nanda, is a professor emeritus of anthropology, at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City
University of New York. Nanda, Serena. “Neither Man nor Woman : the of India” Belmont, CA:

Wadsworth Publishing 1990, Print.

1. ARevathy, The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._Revathi & https://www.goodreads.combook/show/877 136 | -the-truth-

about-me  accessed on 9 December, 2018

e ——

149

R

International Journal of Innovative Knowledge Concepts, 7(5) May, 2019 =

“

ic



#—g—g—g—g ISSN : 2454-2415 Vol. 7, Issue 5. May, 2019

3. Kinship and sacial organization-Hijra ;i .
sulture.com/South-Asia/k ijra-Kinship-and-Social-Orcanization, htmj

accessed on : December, 2018

4. Hijra Facts, information, pictures |Encyclopedia.com articles..
ic/Hiira.aspx

htp://www.encyclopedia.com/to
accessed on 10 December, 2018

5. Economy - Hijra-Countries and Their Cultures )
hitps://en.wikipedia.ore/wi) jijra_(Indian_subcontinent) accessed on 30 November 2018

6. James M.Freeman (1979). “Transvestites and Prostitutes, 1969-1972"

History. Stanford University Press

E@@E?E@Fﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁﬁ_ ]

7. Emasculation Ritual Among the Hijras — bnmnm.i_m_na: =y
htip://www.academia.cdu/l 3297009/Emasculation Ritual_Among_the Hijras

By Oleg Nekrassovski accessed on 30 November, 2013

. in Untouchable -
2 An __.__qﬁ._____.n_
" Life

Intouchable.html?id=iMive AACA A& redir_ese

Q. For details about Bahachura Mata go through
Emasculation Ritual Among the Hijras 25 — WSU Athletics

hitp://rmil tchellculturalanth ro.weeblv.com/u iploads/2/3 /7/6/23767919/emasculationritual. pdf

accessed on 30 November, 2018

9. Hijra (South Asia) ~Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
https://en.wikipedia.or /wiki/Hijra_%28South_Asia% 29
accessed on 1 December, 2018

10. For a detailed study about the grievances of the transgender. see
Transgender-The Judgment Information System,
hitp://judis.nic.in/supremecourt/imes | .as xilename=41411
accessed on 8 December, 2015

11. Lakshmi’s Story — Words Without Borders
https://www.wordswithoutborders.or s/article/lakshmis-sto
accessed on 3 December, 2018

12. Supreme Court of India recognizes transgender as third gender. 8 May, 2014

http://times findia.indiatimes.com/india/Supreme-Court-recognizes-trans senders-as-third-
ender/articleshow/33767900.cms accessed on 8 December, 201 8

13. Supreme Court recognizes transgender as “third genders”
1t ut._an,wom ndia.indiatimes.com/india/Supreme-Court-reco. izes-transgenders-as-third-
render/articleshow/33767900.cms 15 April, 2014 accessed on 5 December, 2018

14, Will Now Be Included In Kolkata Police — Mens XP.com
hitps:/www.mensxp.com/specigl-features/today/27900-1

as-will-now-be-included -kolkata-police:

lause-for-this.html accessed on 25 December, m_wwm;

15. monmm_ inclusion: Bengal  govt rains  sops on transgenders. 25 December,
http://www.hindustantimes.com/kolkata/social-inclusion-mamata-s-bengal- ovi-rains-sops-0f-
transgenders/story-OzDLHS60pFSQLS5201oweDJLhiml accessed on 25 December, 2018

150

International Journal of Innovative Knowledge Concepts, 7(5) May, 2019




z___—__i— ISSN : 2454-2415 Vol. 7, Issue 5, May, 2019

bureaucral  breaks frec, comes out as ftransgender. 22 December, 2018.

E::Em.q,:m om/city/ .f_dcvm:n..smlo.a_m:m bureaucrat-br

ineswarit Jdisha-bure: s-free-comes-out-as-

7. For detail, see www.businessstandard.com, Last updated at December 20, 2018, accessed on 1 April,

2019 . .
s, See, for detail, The Hindusian Times New Delhi, 27 March, 2019, See also
hups://WWAY hindustantimes.com/lok-sabha-clections/lok-sabha-elections-2019-0nly-9-transzenders-

from-21t surugram-enrolled-as-voters/story-peMeDdPY PRPHePXpSDboN. | The Hindustan  Times,
New Delhi, 25 February, 2019 https://www hindustantimes.com/lok-sabha-clections/lok-sabha-
clections-2019-life-w ill-be-hard-if-trans-bill-is-passed-savs

||4?.~.H._.Ba.|,.lamﬂ..ﬁ.o._k.
E”_no_:_:_fmn.a._,: IwbK html

———

151 ra-w\

International Journal of Innovative Knowledge Concepts, 7(5) May, 2019




{ "type": "Form", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

