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ded for strategic autonomy and
- fh‘“ﬂbﬂndiﬂg a new type of international
et on " is based o mutual respect, fgimess
jonshiP thd win-win cooperation.”™" This was
jice, am ith the ‘panchsheel Agreement’ by

i the 1950s.

chin? erefore, the Modi-Xi meeting in
. essf-'ﬂ'fc' pot just ‘talk shop’. Both side arrived at
bt was (hat there would be 1mple_mcntauon of
s consenss en at the summit. India referred to
(he of trade deficit and wanted Chmq to
e PrO I.cmmmk"‘ to Indian sugar, Pharmaceutmai
ope up Itsnd non-bﬁsmmi rice. China p]edged to
pmducls a 4 trade imbalance between India and
help ’?ducium president Xi said that this was the
China I f“emll states that would be taken up and
st of seVI vant ministries to see how China could

yed the 1€1€ wii Further India and China

from [ndia.
import e k on realizing the Bangladesh,

eed t0 WOT :
had 2 India and Myanmar (BCIM) grouping as well
Chind, 1 int project in Afghanistan™", Moreover,
gs on adj(;s of the two countries were reported to
the Ie?i eoted a lot of time to discussing global
have | Evand took various decisions to coordinate
SIN‘au:};pectiVe regional and global issues. The
g}:g]ssions 1ok the leaders to Afghanistan, the

Korean peninsula, the USA and Russia.

[n substance, Xi told Modj that lhfeir meeting had
opened in new chapter in b:latf_:ral ties s{nd that they
ghould consider the Sino-Indian relations from a
stralegic stand point and ensure that thelr
relationship would continue to move forward in a
positive direction. Xi was quoted by China’s state-
an CCTV as saying “the friendship between the two
countries should continue to grow like the Yangtze
and Ganges flowing forward forever.” ™"

[MPACT OF THE WUHAN SUMMIT ON
THE SUBSEQUENT INDIA-CHINA
RELATIONS

As the South China Morning Post declared, India’s
ahsence at the first and second Belt and Road
Forums did not produce any negative impact on
India-China ties as the two countries had moved to
stabilize their relationship as well as better manage
their differences. Most importantly, the post Wuhan
sumiit approach appeared to be one driven by
pragmatism.™ It had been further argued that India
and China had worked assiduously to restore their
relationship to an even keel in 2018 after the Doklam
ensis, though New Delhi continued to harbour
®oncems about greater access to the Chinese market
d the Belt and Road Initiative. =

:ﬁ : matter of fact, certain developments had taken
¢ the aftermath of the Wuhan Summit. First,
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the National Security Advisor Ajit Dowal met with
Wang Yi, the State Councillor and Foreign Minister
on November 23-24, 2018, at Chengdu in South
west China. According to the diplomats based in
New Delhi and Beijing, the basic purpose of the 21*
round of Special Representative Dialogues between
India and China apart from resolution of the vexed
boundary difference is to maintain peace along the
largely undefined or loosely defined Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in the western and eastern sector.
The Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi pointed out
that China’s Belt and Road Iniative was purely an
economic initiative and not aimed at India.
Secondly, India and China resumed their joint
military drills after a one-year gap on December 11,
2018, at Chengdu in South west China to “promote
understanding between the two militaries and
improving  their  capabilities in  fighting
terrorism™.” As the Hindustan Times editorialized
, “India and China are capping a year marked by a
flurry of high-level contacts with engagements in
two diverse and equally important areas. One
hundred troops from each side are currently
participating in the fortnight-long ‘“hand in
hand”war game at Chengdu . Without a doubt, these
contacts have been driven by the informal summit
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi Xi Jinping
in Wuhan in April a meeting that did much to
address the tensions that had characterised the
relationship in the wake of last year’s military
standoff at Doklam near the Sikkim border. i

It is too much to expect that all the thorny issues
between China and India will be solved overnight.
China has so long blocked the listing of Pakistan-
based terrorist Masood Azhar at the UN™¥, and
what is more, it has objected to India’s membership
of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. New Delhi opposes
the OBOR Initiative including the CPEC over the
sovereignty issue. India’s continued absence in the
two Belt Road Forum has also irked China.

In the recent Indo-Pakistani tension over the
Pulwama terror attack of February 14, 2019, China
backed India’s action, especially at the Joint
Communique issued after the meeting of the Foreign
Ministers of Russia, India and China (RIC). It
strongly condemned terrorism saying that the three
sides “stressed that terrorist groups can not be
supported and used in political and geo-political
goals”™™, Moreover, China urged both India and
Pakistan to de-escalate tension and called for
restrained by both sides. Terming India and Pakistan
as “friends of China,” Beijing said that both India
and China should resolve the issue through dialogue
and properly handle the differences to prevent a
further deterioration of their relations™.
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In sum, China harboured hope, on April 28, 2019,

that Pakistan and India could meet each other half

way to improve their strained relations following the
February 14 Pulwama terror attack by a JeM (Jaish-
¢-Muhammad) suicide bomber, although Chinaisan
all-weather strategic ally of Pakistan firmly
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