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Summary 

The history of the origin and the growth of the Indian National Museum is one of the remarkable events 

towards the development of heritage and culture of India. Founded in 1814 at the cradle of the Asiatic 

Society of Bengal (at the present building of the Asiatic Society, 1 Park Street, Kolkata), Indian National 

Museum is the earliest and the largest multipurpose Museum not only in the Indian subcontinent but also in 

the Asia-Pacific region of the world. 

On 3
rd

 May, 2023 thirtytwo students of Semester 4 Biological Science General visited the Indian National 

Museum under the guidance of two teachers of Department of Zoology of City College. The team visited the 

following galleries in the museum:- 

A. Human Evolution Gallery: This Gallery has numerous exhibits that provide an idea on origin and 

evolution of Human. This visit enabled us to reconnect with our ancient relatives and learn about 

the history and evolution of our species. The Human Evolution Gallery showcases human 

evolution both physical and cultural, along with the specimens of stone tools and skull caps from 

the sites of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. 

B. Insect Gallery: This gallery, which is a key draw for all entomophilous, is a treasure trove of 

knowledge and is home to specimens of a wide variety of insects and invertebrates, including 

crustaceans, terrestrial invertebrates, protozoa, porifera, and cnidaria. The gallery's walls are 

covered with lifelike representations of the same. 

C. Mammal Gallery: A massive collection of bones and fossils of various animals found across South 

Asia can be found on display in this gallery, which has been planned and arranged to illustrate 

the Zoology of the subcontinent. The gallery also boasts a vast collection of unique stuffed 

mammals from all around the globe. The highlight is the skeleton of a common minke whale that 

was found stranded a the Myanmar coast in 1804; followed by the lower jaw of a Blue Whale 

and a skeleton of an Indian elephant, which was a gift to King George V during his arrival in 

Mumbai by the Maharaja of Varanasi. 

D. Birds & Fish Gallery: The focus of this gallery is on birds, including how they interact with their 

habitat and how they behave. Visitors can see a variety of birds, including the native peacock, 

ostriches, ring-necked pheasants, and penguins. The enormous collection of stuffed birds in the 

gallery is also available for viewing. This gallery features bird specimens from practically every 

continent, from the thick forests of India to the frigid deserts of Antarctica. The Fish Gallery 

houses a large collection of specimens and models of aquatic animals and amphibians ranging 

from sea-horse to gharials, alligators and turtles. 

E. Invertebrate Fossil Gallery: The gallery exhibits a large collection of invertebrate fossil specimens 

mostly of extinct groups, arranged according to the Geological time scale. The key artefacts of 



this gallery include the earliest plant fossil from Gondwana land, followed by an egg of a 

Dinosaur, which was discovered in the Kheda district, Gujarat. A large mollusc fossil from 

peninsular India and a snake fossil impression discovered from Myanmar are the other highlights 

of the gallery. The gallery also houses Stromatolite - the earliest record of life found in India 

(3200 million years old). 

All the students gained immense knowledge by visiting the aforementioned galleries and went home with 

memories of lifetime. 

 

Glimpses of the visit to Indian national Museum, Kolkata 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  


