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' urveymg Migratory Birds At Santragachi
\ Jheel

-Arindam Mudi, Ex-Student (2023), Zoology (Hons)

Introduction

Santragachi Jheel is a large lake, situated in the Howrah District of west
Bengal, India. The total area of this lake is more than 1375000 square
feet. The santragachi Jheel is located beside the Santragachi Railway
Station. The jheel is a part of South-Eastern Railway.

How to reach the place:

Santragachi Jheel is just beside the Santragachi Railway station. There
are two ways to reach this place-

1. By Road: It is short trip from Howrah. Bus service is all-time available.
2. Train: The distance from Howrah station to Santragachi station
approximately 7 km. It takes approximately 15-25 minutes.

We went to Santragachi by Howrah-Panskura local, last year in February.
Santragachi Jheel is like a small heaven for migratory birds.This
lake attracts large number of migratory birds in the winter season. It is a
wetland situated besides the Santragachi Railway station, in Howrah.
Every year in winter, large number of migratory birds fly from other cold
countries, across the world. From distant places like North America and
Australia as well. Bird watching spot is situated by the lake but that is only
on one side of the lake, due to presence of human habitations and railway
track. Birds stay in the middle of the lake and show their activities.
Sometime the migratory birds fly from one side to the other side of the
Iake in groups. Some groups were catching insects from the lake water.
We captured some pictures of their activities.

India is an important stopover and wintering ground for many different
" species of migratory birds. Central Asian flying and East Asian Australian
flyway are the major bird migration flyways over India. Santragachi jheel is
located along the East Asian-Australian flyway. It is a major fIyWQy\9
migratory birds, moving between breeding grounds in the Arctic and th
wintering grounds in Southeast Asia and Australia.




Santragachi Jheel is an important place for migratory birds
along this flyway, and provides critical habitat, food resources

and shelter for migratory birds.
In winter Lesser Whistling duck is

more in number than other migratory
birds like Eurasian wigeon, Gadwall,
Ferruginous duck, Northern shoveler,
Moorhen, White wagtail, Citrine
®] wagtail and others. Also, we
photographed some other birds from
the surrounding trees near the lake-
Purple Sunbird, Yellow Hooded
Oriole, Green Bee-eater, copper
LRSS RS PRI, = smith barbet etc., although they are
Arindam Mudi not migratory birds.

The Forest Department and West Bengal government cleans a portion
of water hyacinths from the lake and clean the surroundings because
the migratory birds come every year to this lake.

s

Lesser Whistling Duck flying over the lake.
(Aritra Bhattacharya)

Lesser whistling ducks flying over the
lake.
(Aritra Bhattacharya)

Best time to visit Santragachi Jheel

I

& The best time to visit Santragachi Jheel is during winter seasons,
from November to February. The number of migratory birds are
increased during this time. Birds are active normally throughout the
day, but in the early morning they are most active and thus morning
is the best time to visit. Visitors require Camera and must car,

binoculars to observe birds’ activity. There is a sidewalk by - ! ‘*
the lake to get full view. Q!
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"Symphony of Wings: Migratory Birds

of Santraganchi Jheel"
-Md.Saif Alam, Sem lll, Zoology (Hons.)

In Santraganchi's blessed retreat,
Where nature and serenity meet,
A vibrant chorus fills the air,

As migratory birds gather and share.

Upon the lake, a grand parade,

: . As diverse birds find solace and aid,
Bronze winged jacana

With wings of wonder, they arrive,
Bronze winged jacana,

Aritra Bhattacharya,
Ex-Student 2023

Transforming landscapes, keeping alive.

The graceful geese, in perfect V,
Embark on journeys, wild and free,
‘ | From Arctic realms, they take their flight,

Honking melodies, day and night.

Sandpipers, agile and swift,
Grace the shores with a graceful lift,
Plover, Dunlin, their feathers blend,

Seeking respite, on shores they depend

Flamingos, in radiant pink attire,

Bestow upon the jheel a vibrant fire,
With elegance, they wade and feed,

A stunning spectacle, indeed.\-?\f\




On this journey of migration's dance,

Santraganchi's jheel grants a chance,

The herons, statuesque and poised, To witness nature's splendid show,
Graceful hunters with skill well-voiced, As avian wonders come and go.

Grey Heron, Pond Heron, and Egrets

white, Their presence, a reminder profound,

St Myl ot e s Of interconnectedness that surrounds,

Protecting habitats, both near and far,

Kingfishers, a burst of vibrant hue, Preserving the migratory birds'

With iridescent feathers, they renew, memoir.

Darting swiftly, their eyes keen,

Seeking fish with movements serene.  So let us celebrate this symphony
grand,

. Of migratory birds, a sight so
Cormorants, divers of great depths, unplanned,

B e RISyt SKLECIStEDs: Santraganchi's jheel, their timeless

Emerging with silvery treasures held, stage,

A testament to the lake's wealth Where nature's marvels forever
upheld. engage.

Indian Pond Heron Adult (Breeding Plumage)
-Md.Saif Alam, Sem Ill, Zoology (Hons.)




Pritam Dhara, Sem V, Zoology (Hons.)
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Mother Earth

Sania Parveen, Sem V, Bio Science(General)

| wonder how enormous the world is,
All living soul here exist,

Happiness, loyalty, peace all around,
Humans used to celebrate wherever they found.
Yes, | am talking about the glorious era,
Where people never owned any camera,
Where memories are captured in the heart,
And can never be eradicate even when the person
gets apart.

But humans have altered the sphere,

By spreading venom in the air,
Corruption, hateness, jealousy everywhere,
People have forgotten the real meaning of care.
Let’'s put a step to conserve the soil,
Let’'s encourage our inner self to toil,
Let’s not leave the land again to boil,
Let’s hold on to the nature to recoil.
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