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With a hundred and fifty years of élan and excellence, City College, Kolkata is a name in
academia which is known for its contributions to the Bengal Renaissance, which enlightened
the entire country. Over the years, its emphasis on tradition and modernity, legacy and
technology, history and vision have placed the college as a prominent institution on the
educational map of the country. After the first NAAC accreditation in 2007, the college has
been in gradual progression and has been engaged in implementing various initiatives in order
to adapt and cater to the changing requirements of education.

The City College originated from a seabed of widespread educational movement in Bengal
towards the latter part of the 19th century by the magnanimous members of the “Sadharan
Brahmo Samaj”. Since then, the Brahmo Samaj Education Society (BSES) with its illustrious
background in the field of education has been entrusted with an extraordinary role to elevate
the City College to its zenith as a seat of learning. During the period when only a few
Government educational institutes were present and those were exclusively for the children
of rich and well off families and studying in the Government schools and colleges were the
day-dream of the innumerable students belonging to under privileged families, BSES came
forward and started its journey by establishing number of educational institutions for the
marginalized middle class of Bengal. The dream came true with the establishment of City
College which started as a High school by Anandamohan Bose, the first Wrangler of Bengal,
on 6th January 1879.

The wholehearted support and assistance from Pandit Shivnath Shastri and Rastraguru
Surendranath Bandyopadhyay made the road smooth for establishing the school. The school



was opened with the objective of educating Indian students irrespective of castes and creeds
on an improved and comprehensive plan. Academic learning for degrees was not the end-
result in the aim but the school also had a strong motivation in educating a student to become
a perfect and ideal man to the society. Gradually the school improved to meet all the
requirements of a university affiliation. In 1881, the City school was expanded to a first-grade
college. Sir Alfred Croft (the then Director of Public Institutions) observed in his official report
that ‘the unaided City College of Calcutta occupied a unique and distinguished position in
regard to the reading of science’. By the year 1920, the college was preparing students for the
B.A. examination in English, Sanskrit, Political Economy and Political Philosophy, History and
Persian and also for the B.Sc. Examination in Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry. In 1939, a
Commerce Department was opened. This was followed by the inauguration of the Women'’s
department in 1943. Today there are 15 departments in the college, along with highly
qualified teaching and non-teaching staff, library and laboratories for the science and
commerce departments as per the requirements of the present day education system. In
2013, the Ministry of Human Resource Development found the college suitable for running
its pilot project of Community College scheme. As a result the ‘Community College of City
College’ is now en route a new destination for job-oriented disciplines in the state. Several
luminaries as scions of Bengal Renaissance including Deshbandhu Chitta Ranjan Das, Sir
Surendranath Bandyopadhyay, Dr. Rajendra Prasad (Former President of India), Harendra
Kumar Mukhopadhyay (Former Governor of West Bengal), Umesh Chandra Dutta,
Bhashacharya Suniti Kumar Chattopadhyay, Jibanananda Das and Muhammad Shahidulla
taught at this College and gave us a proud generation to follow. Under the careful guidance
of BSES, City College from its modest start has grown in to a mighty institution during the last
140 years. It gradually attained a highly glorious position in the sphere of higher education in
Bengal with plans to augment further to join the race of fast moving advances in science,
technology and education in all spheres of life.

In 2017, the Government of West Bengal took over the administration of the City College and
since then it is running as one of the aided colleges of West Bengal.
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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Since 1961, the Department of Political Science at City College has been dedicated to the
imparting of quality education in matters pertaining to the discipline of Political Science, as
per the syllabus of the University of Calcutta. At present, the department is composed of four
full-time faculty members with specializations in political thought and theory, research
methodology, state and local politics as well as international relations.

The department strives to complement classroom lectures with occasional seminars, debates
and excursions which provide the students with a broader understanding of the various facets
of governmental, societal, economic as well as administrative make-up of India and the world.
A seminar library with updated reading materials provide the students with ample scope for
improving and enhancing their knowledge base. In the recent past, students of the
department have been active participants in various events organized by national as well as
international fora. Under the updated syllabus and curriculum of the National Education
Policy, the department is hopeful of providing more opportunities to the students through
industry tie-ups and collaborations.

Name Designation Qualification
Dr. Subrata Chaudhuri Associate Professor M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
(Head)
Dr. Swagata Ghosh Associate Professor M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
Dr. Aditya Kant Ghising Assistant Professor M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
Mohidul Sk. Assistant Professor M.A., B.Ed.




FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Y

| cordially congratulate the teachers and the students of the Department of Political Science, on
the occasion of the publication of the second issue of the departmental journal, entitled
'PERSPECTIVE'. The present generation of students have to adapt to the changing requirements
of their curriculum and being able to share their ideas and analyses of socially relevant issues has
become crucial to their success in life. It has been observed that the students are sometimes seen
to ignore their innate talents latent within themselves. They are, in fact obscured by outward
success in their lives.

Since 2022, the journal -- PERSPECTIVE -- has become the mouthpiece of the students of Political
Science Department, where they can express their hidden talents through essays, poetry,
photography and artwork. This has essentially made our expectations high, and | hope that this
publication continues every year. | again, express, my heartfelt gratitude to the teachers and
students of the Department of Political Science for their noble achievement. | wish success to all
concerned,

or. Stal brosod Chattopadhyay aa
Principal,

City College, Kolkata
Principal
©ITY COLLEGE
KOL-9



MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF
THE DEPARTMENT

The Department of Political Science, City College, has successfully published the 2" issue of
the departmental journal, Perspective. It will provide the students and faculty members with
enormous scope of developing knowledge in various branches of the subject and writing skill.
The students will be able to know the information on recent development of the subject and
various aspects of it. Moreover, the journal will enhance their creative faculty as well.

The Department conveys best wishes to the students, faculty members and other psersons
concerned.

Dr. Subrata Chaudhuri

Head,
Department of Political Science,
City College



EDITOR’S NOTE

It is with great pleasure that | am writing the editor’s note for the second issue of Perspective,
the departmental journal of Political Science, City College. Our first issue, published as an e-
journal in January 2022, was well received by our peers and was successful in living up to its
humble objective of providing our students with a platform to share their perspectives on
socially-relevant issues in the form of essays, poetry, photographs and drawings/paintings.
This issue has been conceptualized in the midst of a major shift in the educational set-up of
India, with the implementation of the National Education Policy, effectively heralding in the
four-year undergraduate (Major) accompanied by a three-year Multi-disciplinary (Minor)
curriculum. The students, however, seem not to be perturbed with the changes as much as
one would have predicted and instead, are looking forward to the new opportunities brought
about by the revamped curriculum in general and industry collaborations in particular.

In line with this enthusiasm, many students of the first semester have contributed well-
written and thought-provoking essays to this issue of Perspective. Our students under the
earlier Choice Based Credit System framework have been equally enthusiastic, as evidenced
by the themes of their contributions to this issue. They have made an honest effort at
analyzing some pertinent issues driving society today, including climate change, the nuances
of politics, concerns emanating from the widening generation gap and the Manipur crisis,
along with interesting observations on the economic impact of Durga Puja in West Bengal,
India’s G-20 presidency and the need for inclusive systems for international cooperation in
global affairs.

| hope their ideas and assessment will once again be received positively and will generate
critical thinking among the readers. | thank Dr. Sital Prasad Chattopadhyay (Principal, City
College) as well as the faculty members of the department of Political Science for their
support in this endeavor. Lastly, on behalf of the department, | extend my congratulations to
the contributors and student-editors for the successful publication of this issue.

Dr. Aditya Kant Ghising

Assistant Professor,
Department of Political Science,
City College

Vi
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Politics: A Way of Life

Politics demonstrates the manifold
ways in which the personal is political
with particular focus on the ‘wicked
problem’ of how to sustain human
flourishing in an age of rapid change
and uncertainty. We can say that
other disciplines also study such
concerns, such as sociology,
anthropology, science and
technology, psychology,  history,
economics, geography and
philosophy. Each and every factor
connects our human life as in
behaviour, relationship, interaction,
culture-patterns, thinking,
adaptation to environment etc.
Basically, human life connects with
each and everything in our society to
survive in a growing world of evolving
politics.

Avik Mandal,
Student, 5t Semester

Not everybody finds it equally
important, but it is useful. Learning
about politics and political science
can help you figure out how to get
things done in your community: get
or remove speed bumps from your
street, get a traffic light put in at a
nasty intersection, or get your city to
dedicate a wall for graffiti artists.
None of these things happen without
the government, and politics is the
way government works.

Human behaviour comprises of the
potential and expressed capacity for
physical, mental, and social activity
during various phases of human life,
the most important of which is
learning and interaction. What we
grow with, what we learn, what we



judge and what we show are the
major aspects by which a society can
be influenced. So it may be said that
a human mind can always change
according to the influential factors of
politics either in positive or negative
aspects.

People have the sole
responsibility that we should be
aware of what we learn and what we
influence, in the area of politics as
well as the society and its people.
Political processes help in socializing
and educating citizens, and popular
participation can check powerful
elites. Most importantly, citizens do
not rule themselves unless they
directly decide laws and policies.
Politics can be incorporated into
many aspects of society such as
private lives, economy, tradition,
education and can be seen as the
foundation stones of a country. It
structures a society by providing
rules and regulations to adhere to
and function peacefully.

Politics is how one gets opportunities
for employment. Various national
and state level employment
opportunities exist in the
government sector. Politics has also
often been at the heart of whether
one can marry someone of the same
gender, or drive faster or slower on
the freeway. Political decisions often
influence how much tuition costs,
how long unemployment payments
last, and how old you have to be, to
be legally considered as an adult
particularly in criminal activities and
the exercise of political rights. Our
job is to cut through the smoke and
mirrors and understand how things

are supposed to work and how they
do work. Politics is a pretty good
story; it’s the history of the world,
the news this week, and a window on
the future, all at once. Like a good
movie, it has its heroes and villains,
romance and passion, action and
adventure. When you finish college
and get a job, laws about behaviour
in the workplace and taxes will
suddenly be much more important. If
you move away from home, and
especially when you buy a house, you
will have more of a stake in your
neighbourhood and community, if
only because your house value will
depend in part on what shape the
neighbourhood is in. You will also be
paying property taxes directly. So, as
it is often said in politics, where you
stand depends on where you sit.
When it is your chair, it changes
something about where you stand in
politics and government in general.

Whatever vyour age, government
affects you in a lot of ways. Critical
decisions are made by the
government, which means they were
decided in a political process
involving people from different
communities and socio-economic
backgrounds. Politics decides if we
go to war and whether you’ll be sent
overseas to fight. Politics decides
how high taxes are, which programs
get funded, and whether one drug is
legal while  another s not.
Developmental politics also
determines how much public college
tuition costs and how much that
tuition is subsidized by the state.
Politics is how we sort through what
we want and what we get. Politics is



how we divide up the pie and change
its size and shape.

Therefore, politics—the push and
pull, the negotiations, the
arguments—are how we decide who
gets what and who gets what has an
effect on every person in this
country, whether they know it or not.
People also sometimes say,
“Government doesn’t do anything for
me.” Yet the government organizes
and pays for roads, bridges, airports,
seaports, mass transit, schools,
public hospitals, health care,
retirement programs, police and fire
services, parks, economic
development, and national defence,
among a lot of other things. Some
people argue that many things on this
list shouldn’t be part of government.
Whatever we think about that, the
fact of the matter is that government
does do alot of things, and how these
things are done is a matter of
politics. If nothing else, who gets
elected will change the nature and
operation of government services,
and that will affect us.

Bibliography

e  Maurice Duverger, The Idea of Politics
e The Hindu (Website)



Seven wonders of India

India is known all over the world for
its buildings, temples and historical
monuments.In every state there is
something worth. From culture to
language, from topography to
heritage, we can find diversity in
everything in India. As we know that
there are seven wonders in the
world, similarly there are seven
wonders in India. In 2007, the Times
of India brought a list of 7 wonders
of India out of 20 identified sites.This
was done by public voting through
SMS. These are the seven wonders of
India:

(1) - The Taj Mahal.
(2) - The Konark Temple
(3) - The Gomateshwara Temple.

(4) - The Golden Temple.

Komal Kumari Das,
Student, 5t Semester

(5) - The Hampi.

(6) -The Khajuraho Temple.
(7) - The Nalanda University.
(1)- The Taj Mahal -

The Taj Mahal was built in 1631
and is not a name that we only know
in India but across the world. It is not
only one of the wonders in India but
in the world as well. It was built by
Mughal emperor Shah Jahan as a
symbol of love for his wife Mumtaz
Mahal after her demise. This World
Heritage Site in India is a marvelous
masterpiece and we can witness
Islamic artwork here.

Famous for — The Taj Mahal is special
for several views that makes it so



famous. Sunrise View, Boat Ride
during sunset, full moon Vview,
changing hues with light variations,
slanted minarets, etc.

(2)- The Konark Temple -

This Kalinga style
ancient temple dating back to the
thirteenth century is famous all over
India for several reasons. This Sun
Temple is situated at Konark coastal
region of Odisha. There is sculptures
on the walls and stunning artistry

found in the stone
marvel constructed by King
Narasimhadeva - | from Ganga

Dynasty. There is also a massive
structure of three depictions of Sun
God statues and seven horses pulling
12 wheels. Konark literally translates
to Sun and so it is called Sun Temple
locally.

Famous for — The Wheel in the
Chariot is also used as a Sundial that
astronomically predicts and
calculates the time in the day as the
sun’s rays touch on the statue at
morning, noon or evening.

(3)- The Gomateshwara Temple -

It is a monolithic statue
which is dedicated to Gog Bahubali.
Devotees of the Jain religion
frequent this attraction.
Gomateshwara is located at
Shravanabelagola in Karnataka and is
a huge art.

Famous for — Mahamastakabhisheka
Festival that was held last year in
2018. Next will be in 2024. Eight
types of sandalwood pastes are used

to wash the top of the statue with
milk and honey.

(4)- The Golden Temple -

The Golden Temple also
known as the Harimandir Sahib,or the
Darbar Sahib,or Suvaran Mandir is a
gurdwara located in the city of
Amritsar, Punjab, India.lt is a gold
plated temple. It is one of the most
popular religious places in India and
the holiest shrine of the Sikh
community.

Famous for — Guru ka Langar feeds
35000 guests free by volunteers,
Central Sikh Museum at the entrance
displays images and memoirs, and
Palki Sahib, Holy Book veneration
ceremony every night.

(5)- The Hampi -

Hampi is the group of
monuments.It is located in
Karnataka(South India).Hampi is one
of the famous historical places in
India where we can still find the ruins
of the Vijaynagar Kingdom.it s
recognised by UNESCO as world
heritage site.

Famous for - Purandara Festival
celebrated annually during January —
February to commemorate the
birthday celebrations of Purander, a
famous poet and composer of
medieval times.

(6)- The Khajuraho Temple -

The Khajuraho Group of
Monuments are a group of Hindu and
Jain temples in Chhatarpur district,
Madhya Pradesh.



Famous for — The Indian Classical
music and visuals regarding the
Chandela Dynasty displayed in the
Sound and Lights Show set in the
backdrop of Kajuraho temples amidst
floodlights in various colors.

(7)- The Nalanda University-

The Nalanda University is
located in Nalanda district's Rajgir in
the state of Bihar. Nalanda University
is a public central university and one
of the oldest universities in the
whole world.

Famous for — Many of the ruins found
here are UNESCO World Heritage
Sites.

All these wonders are called the
pride of India. India is land of much
wonders.



There Is No Existence Without Water

Water is a very valuable asset for all
the living beings and plants of the
earth. Water is one of the five
elements of creation. Without water
there is no existence of life. Water is
a fierce struggle, not just H20
(hydrogen oxide).Without food life
can survive for a few weeks but
without water we can't survive for a
day.70% of the earth is covered with
water. Water is the basis of life of all
living beings. There are many sources
of water. We can get water from sea,
rain, rivers, ponds, lakes, wells and
springs. The use of water is necessary
not only for humans but for all things
in nature. We use water in many ways
in our lives. Like - to quench thirst,
for everyday needs, water is used

Komal Kumari Das,
Student, 5t Semester

everywhere, even trees and plants
cannot live without water.

Water is exhaustively used in the
agriculture. Irrigation and cattle
rearing requires a lot of water.Thus,a
lot of farmers livelihood depends on
it.Further, industries use water for
various purposes. Water is found in
many ways in Liquid state,Solid
state,Gaseous state.water has no
shape,humans can shape water as
they wish.Water is very important for
humans, trees,plants and
animals.Even water is very important
for everything present on earth.If we
compare water with mother, then
just as mother gives birth to us,water
keeps us alive.But the irony is that
some people of the society,the way



people discriminate between
themselves,in the same way they
discriminate against water.The way
people keep themselves divided on
caste-religion lines,in the same way
they try to distribute water on the
basis of their caste-religion, but in
reality water has neither caste or
religion. When a person is thirsty,
then they only searches for water and
they don't see who is giving water,
what is their caste, or religion. At
that time all they need is water.
That's why we should understand
that water is same for all. We often
see politics taking place regarding
water also. All politicians start
considering water as the source of
power.

Water is a precious gift given by
nature. The problem of water is
increasing day by day. We should not
waste water. Even today there are
many such small villages where there
is scarcity of water, the people there
do not get water even for drinking.
Water is not only required for our
survival but for a healthy and happy
life as well. Everyone has seen the
scenario of water-deprived countries
like Africa, where citizens are leading
a miserable life. It is time for
everyone to wake up and realize the
urgency of conserving water.

In other words, a world without
water would make the human race
impossible to last.The same can be
said for all the animals and plants. In
fact, the whole earth will suffer
without water.

Conclusion-

We should stop the
unnecessary use of water
immediately to save our
existence.Every person should work
to conserve water and restore
balance.We should think about the
future of our coming generation.If we
don't do this we all know what the
consequences will be.



(Generation Gap

A Generation gap is the difference of
opinion between one generation and
another regarding beliefs and values.
In today’s world, things are rapidly
changing and this makes the older
generation feel bad as they cannot
update themselves like the new
generation. The new generation also
feels left out when the older
generation surrounds them as they
find it challenging to keep track of
what they are saying. Generation gap
may occur among family members, in
school or in office.

The main reason for generation
gap is lack of communication and

Soha Sahu,
Student, 15t Semester

understanding between family
members. One of the best odds of the
generation does not agree with the
other. Nowadays, people have
become more conscious of their
privacy as they think that the
different age would not understand
their lifestyle and independence. Due
to increasing generation gap, it has
become difficult to
harmony. One common example in
today’s world is the perceived
generation gap between younger
people and their parents and/or
grandparents. The
negotiation, mutual agreement and

maintain

process  of



conciliation play a very crucial role in
solving generation gap related
problems. Here are some suggestions
to help bridge the generation gap
between older generation and new
generation:

e Encouraging different
generations to spend more
time together. This leads to
enhanced communication
between both sides, enabling
them to wunderstand each
other’s attitudes and mindset.

e Effective gestures and respect
often prove to be successful
and can convey more than just
words. It is the responsibility
of both generations to fill this
gap with love, affection and
trust. Both generations should
have mutual respect for the
views and opinions that they
uphold and advance cautiously
with the development of
society.

e Willingness to sort out anissue
is always a first step to solve a
problem and thus, is also a
solution for eradicating the

problems associated with
generation gap. Therefore,
both young and older

generations need to attempt
to tackle generation gap.

e The elders should be more
involved in understanding
common hobbies of the
younger generation such as
video games and the young
need to engage in activities
which might lead to forming

10

close bonds with elders such as
reading books.

To sum up. We can say that the
generation gap happens due to
constant changes in the world.
Spending more time with each other,
respecting each other’s limitations
and willingness to solve this problem
are three useful solutions which we
must adopt. Actually, this issue
depends alot on a person’s individual
mindset. We may not be able to stop
the evolution of the world but we can
strengthen the bond and bridge the
gap it creates.



Inclusive Systems for International

Cooperation

Inclusive systems for international
cooperation refer to the concept of
creating a more equitable and
accessible framework for countries
to collaborate and work together
towards common goals. The current
international system is  often
criticized for being dominated by
powerful countries and institutions,
with limited representation and
participation from marginalized or
developing countries. This can lead
to unequal outcomes and an
imbalance of power in decision-

11

Avik Mandal,
Student, 5t Semester

making processes. Building more
inclusive systems for international
cooperation involves actively seeking
and incorporating diverse
perspectives and voices, as well as

out

promoting transparency and
accountability in decision-making
processes.

It also involves addressing
systemic inequalities and working
towards a fairer distribution of
resources and opportunities. By
creating a more inclusive and

equitable system for international



cooperation, we can foster greater

collaboration and cooperation
between countries, and work
towards more sustainable and
positive outcomes for everyone
involved. The current international

system is often criticized for being
dominated by powerful countries and

institutions, with limited
representation and participation
from marginalized or developing

countries. This can lead to unequal
outcomes and an imbalance of power
in decision-making processes. We can
promote fairness and equity in
international cooperation. Including
more diverse perspectives and
voices, we can maximize the
potential and resources available for
international cooperation. Each
country and culture have unique

strengths and knowledge to
contribute, and by leveraging these
strengths, we can create more
effective solutions to complex

problems.

Many of the challenges facing the
world today, such as climate change,
pandemics, and economic inequality,
require coordinated international
efforts to address. By these inclusive
systems for international
cooperation, it can help facilitate
these efforts and ensure that all
voices are heard and considered. By
creating more inclusive systems, we

can strengthen relationships and
trust between countries, promoting
greater collaboration and
cooperation in the long term.
Examples; includes the stress on
governance principles such as
participation, transparency and

12

accountability, the focus on
institutions, the concern for
constructive state-society relations
(social contract), the need to involve
citizens and civil society in decision-
making, etc.

Including more diverse voices in
decision-making processes, we can
draw on a wider range of
perspectives and ideas. This can lead
to more innovative and effective
solutions to complex problems. All
countries, regardless of their size or
level of development, can have an
equal say and opportunity to
participate in decision-making
processes. When countries feel that
their voices are being heard and their
perspectives are being considered,
they are more likely to accept and
support decisions made through
international cooperation. This can
help to build greater legitimacy and
acceptance for international
institutions and agreements. It can
help to foster greater trust and
collaboration between countries.
When countries feel that they are
being treated fairly and that their
interests are being considered, they
are more likely to work together
towards common goals. Including a
wider range of perspectives and
ideas, and by promoting fairness and
equity, international cooperation can
be more effective in achieving its
goals. This can lead to better
outcomes for everyone involved.

Since the onset of the global
financial crisis in 2008, the crises that
are confronting humanity have
become all the more apparent. The
scale of the environmental crisis is



huge and its challenge cannot be
understated. In a period, where the
share of wealth and income held by
the richest few, both nationally and
globally, has risen to unprecedented
levels, the challenge of achieving
sustainable progress across its
economic, social, political and
environmental dimensions is
immense. In the decade after the
financial crisis, levels of wellbeing for
some in countries around the globe
have improved considerably, while
for others, whether in rich or poor
countries, the struggle to maintain a
decent level of wellbeing has become
ever harder. It is this context that has
generated an increasingly populist,
nationalist and protectionist
counter-response, which many of

those who regard themselves as
casualties of globalisation have
rallied behind

The paradoxes and flaws of

current initiatives are founded in the
differing ontological starting points
of the various actors who are active
in the drive for inclusive growth.
There are ontological implications of
demanding a focus on human
wellbeing that must be accepted if
we are to from the
economics of the orthodox growth
paradigm to a notion of inclusive
development that is both more
environmentally sustainable and that
is founded in a notion of globalised
civic capitalism. If the ideals of
globalisation are to be revived and
the global institutions that
coordinate it are to be rehabilitated,
these institutions must be seen to

move on
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listen to citizens and must be seen to
build ideas of globalisation that bring
benefits that are relevant for the

wellbeing of citizens, not just
nationally but globally.

What we need is not just
development, but just and

sustainable development. We need
to focus on the globally shared
responsibilities of states to achieve a
more equitable sharing of the global
rewards of development.
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Durga Puja is a very ancient and
traditional festival of West Bengal.
Durga is a Hindu Goddess. People all

over West Bengal celebrate this
festival for five days. According to
Hindu mythology, Durga Puja is

celebrated to mark the slaying and
victory of Goddess Durga over the
formidable demon Mahishasura. In
general, the zamindar people started
this worship from very ancient times.
Durga Puja was first started in Bengal
by Savarna Roy Chowdhury and his
family in 1610.

One of the most famous and oldest
Durga Puja of Kolkata is the
Shobhabazar Rajbari's Puja which
was first started by Nabakrishna Dev

Durga Puja
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in 1757. There is no
information about when exactly
Durga Puja started. Today, Durga
Puja has become one of the most
important festivals of India. Durga
Puja is now famous all over the
world. Apart from India, Durga Puja is
organized in many countries like
America, Australia etc. Recently it
has been honored with the title of
"world heritage".

exact

Durga Puja and Economy of West
Bengal:-

A huge influence of Durga Puja is
observed in the Economy of West
Bengal. The four-day event boosted
West Bengal's GDP. The income of



West Bengal can be divided into two
parts based on Durga Puja.

Directly:- If we look at the direct
income based on Durga Puja, idol
makers, artists who make pandals,
various artisans, lighting artists,
dhakis etc. get an opportunity to
collect money. As it is a religious
event of Hindus, Hindu Brahmins get
a chance to be financially affluent
during this time. Many workers are
brought from outside due to the
construction of idols, pandal making,
lighting work etc. in this event, they
also get employment. A large
number of visitors are observed at
various pandals in West Bengal, so a
lot of extra security forces are
deployed to handle them. In that
case the security forces also get
income.

Indirectly:- In addition to the above,
Durga Puja indirectly affects the
economy of West Bengal in various
ways. Many people come from
outside to see Kolkata's Durga Puja
and even it is noticed that many
foreigners come to see Kolkata's
durga Puja. Again, during Puja
holidays, many people of West
Bengal go out for sightseeing. As a
result, the impact of Durga Puja is
also observed in the field of tourism.

A large number of flexes, banners
etc. are printed and manufactured
for the promotion during this event.
As a result, banner companies also
share in large financial collections.
Besides, people don't buy
clothes during Durga Puja are rare in

who
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West Bengal, that's why various
malls, small clothes dealers, tailors,
boutiques can make a big financial
profit during this time. Besides,
income can be noticed through
advertisement of various products.

The state government of West Bengal
has always thought of promoting
Durga Puja. Currently West Bengal
Government has announced a grant
of Rs 60000 to around 43000 Puja

Pandal Committees for the
development of Durga Puja. As a
result, a rich aspect of the
development of Durga Puja was

observed.

Durga Puja has a great impact on the
economy of West Bengal. According
to sources, 2.5% of West Bengal's
total GDP is collected from Durga
Puja. And if direct and indirect miles
are considered then it is close to
10%. In 2021, Kolkata's Durga Puja
generated a revenue of around
32,000 thousand crores. And in 2022
it stands at 50000 crores. Today,
Durga Puja in West Bengal is not
limited to a few religious events. It
debuted as one of the platforms for
art exhibition.
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G20 Summit 2023: India’s Presidency
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W23 INDIA

ONEEARTH + ONE FAMILY + ONE FUTURE,

The 18th G20 Summit of 2023
recently concluded in New Delhi,
India, marking the first-ever G20

summit hosted by the country. The
summit’s theme, “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” or “One Earth, One
Family, One Future” is rooted in
ancient Sanskrit texts and the goal of
sustainable development.

The Group of Twenty (G20) is an
intergovernmental forum comprising
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19 countries and the European Union
(EU). 1t addresses major global
economic challenges, such as
international financial stability,
mitigating climate change, and
promoting sustainable development.

The G20 group was established in

1999 as a platform for Finance
Ministers and Central Bank
Governors to discuss international
economic and financial issues.

Together, the G20 countries account
for almost two-thirds of the global



population, 75% of global trade, and
85% of the world's GDP.

Earlier In 1997, some of the fastest-
growing economies in East Asia were
hit by the Asian financial crisis which
soon spread to Latin America. It was
in the context of this crisis that the
G22, G20’s earliest iteration, was set
up in 1998. While initially conceived
as a time crisis-response
meeting, in early 1999, two more
meetings were convened, including
33 members (G33), to discuss
reforms of the global economy and
the international financial system.
Between 1999 and 2008, the G20
operated mostly outside the public
eye. In the wake of the global
financial and economic crisis of 2008,
the G20 was elevated to the level of
Heads of State/Government and was
named the "premier forum for
international economic cooperation.

one-

Since 2011, the G20 Summit is held
annually, under the leadership of a
rotating Presidency. The G20 initially
focused largely on broad
macroeconomic policy, but it has
since expanded its ambit to include
trade, climate change, sustainable
development, energy, environment,
climate change, anti-corruption etc.

Originally, India was scheduled to
host the G20 summit in 2021 and
Italy in 2022. At the 2018 G20 Buenos
Aires summit in Argentina, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said he had
requested Italy to host the summit in
2021 and allow India to host it in
2022, on the occasion of the 75th
year of India's independence. ltaly
agreed to let India host the G20
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summit in 2022 in its place, owing to
the momentum in bilateral ties.
However, after a request made by
Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno
Marsudi, India exchanged its
presidency of the G20 with Indonesia
because Indonesia would also chair
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in 2023.

In diplomacy especially, timing
matters. India's presidency of the
G20 came at a time when the world
was undergoing a geo-political churn.
The Russia-Ukraine war had impacted
the global economy after two years
of the Covid-19 pandemic. The
economic shock of these twin events
had a deep impact on developing and
under-developed countries- the war
came at a time when these countries
were just trying to get back on their

feet  with the post-pandemic
economic recovery. As New Delhi
took over the presidency in

December last year, it seized the
opportunity to bring together the
large group of about 120 countries
that were bearing the brunt of the
war. The Voice of Global South
summit brought in the views from
these countries, and India promised
to place their ideas and concerns on
the G20 high table.

The G20 summit held in New Delhi

surprised many by achieving
consensus among world leaders,
despite lingering disagreements

regarding the Ukraine conflict and
climate change action. In a historic
development, the New Delhi
Declaration was adopted by the
leaders of the G20 leaders during the



Leader’s Summit here in the national
capital.

The biggest takeaway of the
declaration was that all 83 paras of
the declaration were passed
unanimously with a 100 per cent
consensus along with China and
Russia in agreement. While the words
related to the Russia-Ukraine conflict
were used many times in last year’s
G20 summit but this year it only
featured in 8 paragraphs of the
declaration addressing the conflict in
Ukraine and its subsequent economic
implications. For the first time, the
declaration contained no footnote or
Chair’s Summary.

India's G20 presidency was preceded
and succeeded by that of other
members of the Global South,
offering an opportunity to advance
the cause of the Global South. India
proposed that the African Union join
the G20 as the 21st member, and this
proposal was backed by the US,
France, and China. India's proposal to
invite the African Union to the G20
was timely, as it came at a time when
there was a growing push to make the
grouping more representative of the
Global South. The inclusion of the
African Union in the G20 is mutually
reinforcing with the Voice of Global
South, and it helped India to craft a
diplomatically nuanced language on
the Russia-Ukraine war in the New
Delhi G20 Leaders' Declaration.

Another major takeaway was the
announcement launch of a mega
India-Middle East-Europe shipping

and railway connectivity corridor by
India, the US, Saudi Arabia and the
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European Union. The India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEE
EC) encourage and provide
impetus to economic development
through enhanced connectivity and
economic integration between Asia,
West Asia/Middle East and Europe.

will

The corridor will consist of two
separate corridors (i) East Corridor
connecting India to West Asia/Middle
East and (ii) Northern Corridor
connecting West Asia/Middle East to

Europe.

It will include a rail line that, which
upon completion, will provide a
reliable and cost-effective cross-
border ship-to-rail transit network to
supplement the existing multi-modal
transport routes enhancing
transhipment of goods and services
between South East Asia through
India to West Asia/Middle East
Europe.

PM Modi also launched the Global
Biofuels Alliance in the presence of
Biden, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva, Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni and others.

Climate change was also discussed at
this Summit. Despite a UN report
stressing the need to phase out fossil
fuels, G20 leaders failed to agree on
this issue. This disagreement clouds

the upcoming climate talks in
November in the United Arab
Emirates, where G20 countries

account for 80% of global emissions.
However, in a positive development,
the G20 endorsed tripling global
renewable energy capacity and
acknowledged the need to peak



emissions before 2025 to limit
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

The G20 Leaders’” Summit 2023
concluded on 10th September with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
handing over the G20 Presidency
gavel to Lula da Silva, the President
of Brazil, a country which will assume
the presidency of the grouping from
December 1 this year.

Addressing the closing session of the
G20 Summit, PM Modi proposed
holding a virtual session at the end of
November to take stock of the
progress made on the suggestions in
New Delhi. Handing over the gavel of
the Presidency to Brazil President,
Modi said, “We have full faith in the
Troika spirit. We will provide our full
support to Brazil and are confident
that under their leadership, the G-20
will further our shared goals.”
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Can India

g0

against

America for

Dedollarization & sacrifice its security
by joining hands with China for BRICS

success?

It is very difficult for India to keep
faith in China only for the success of
BRICS. There is a very long history of
insecurity in India-China relations
related to geography, political, and
conflict. If India joins
hands with China, then aggression
will increase. The way in which India
can stop the aggression of China is
with the success of QUAD, in which
the USA, India, Japan, and Australia
are members. If India wants to make
BRICS successful, then it needs to
sacrifice its security. Though India is
not a part of any major military
alliance, it has a close strategic and
military relationship with most of its
fellow major powers, including the
United Arab Emirates. The Indian
economy is heavily dependent on the

economic
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US in several ways. One of the main
ways is through trade. The US is one
of India's largest trading partners,
and a significant portion of India's
exports go to the US. Additionally,
many Indian companies have
invested in the US and have
operations there. Another way the
Indian economy is dependent on the
US is through investment. The US is
one of the largest sources of foreign
investment for India. This includes
both direct investment in Indian
companies and portfolio investment
in Indian stock markets. Finally, the
Indian economy is also dependent on
the US through remittances. Many
Indians living in the US send money
back to their families in India, which
helps to support the Indian economy.



As for what would happen if the US
stopped buying bonds, it would
depend on the circumstances and the
specific policies that the US
government put in place. Generally
speaking, if the US government stops
buying bonds, it could lead to higher
interest rates and a stronger US
dollar. This could make it more
expensive for Indian companies to
borrow money in the us.
Additionally, a stronger US dollar
could lead to capital outflows from
India and a weaker Indian rupee. This
could make it more difficult for
Indian companies to repay their US
dollar-denominated debt. Overall,
there would likely be a negative
impact on the Indian economy, but
the extent of the impact would
depend on a variety of factors. After
learning all of this, India cannot be an
enemy of the United States, nor can
it provide security solely for the
success of bricks, from which only
Russia profits; India is always neutral
in this matter.

Bibliography:

e What is BRICS, which countries want
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Who is the victim?

Introduction

Manipur is a beautiful north eastern
state in India.lt is rich in culture but
during recent times, it has been
burning which has led to concerns
and curiosity regarding the evolving
state of affairs on the state not only
from Indian citizens but also those of
other countires. The history of
Manipur is important to be
understood in this regard.

History

In the year 1762 when british were
trying to control India they came to
know about Manipur. At that time
Manipur was ruled by Meitei Kings. In

29

Keya Pramanick,

Student, 1%t Semester

bordering areas the other tribe of
Manipur called Naga tribe were
attacking the kings and in the other
side from Myanmar or Burma as well,
Manipur's Meitei kings were facing
attacks. Under these circumstances
Manipur's king Jai Singh made a deal
with the British and he asked for
protection. After discussing the
matter, the British introduced a new
tribe which they later named as Kuki
tribe.

Responsibility of Government

Important steps should be taken by
the government to manage the
situation. Firstly, railway



connectivity is important which is not
properly available in Manipur. Along
with this, Manipur also needs a
proper planning of infrastructure,
schools, clinics, hospitals and shops
which are always essential for living.
The government has to safeguard the
identity and cultural heritage of the
diverse groups and any
misunderstanding should be removed
through dialouges in which all such
communities are participants.

Cause

The root cause of the present
complexity is religion. It is a
complicated and on the other hand a
very much complexed topic to talk
about every time.

Religious Importance

Like in other areas, the various
groups of Manipur are proud of their
respective religious affiliations. In
this case if there is an issue with any
religious topic or monument the
sentiments of people will be hurt. In
the valley areas the people of Meitei
community live. The majority of them
are Vaishna Vite Hindus and the
other communities are Naga and Kuki
community. The Naga and Kuki
community are largely Christian.
During the partition of the country,
the Muslims joined the Naga and Kuki
community and thereafter religion
became an important part of local
politics in Manipur. In the year 1894
Christian missionaries came to the
tribal areas which contributed to the
expansion of that religion. According
to official reports, in 1901 it was 8%
and in the year 2021 it had increased
to 45%.
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Consequences of the Land Reform
Act

It is an act where the laws relating to
land were described in the state of
Manipur and to provide certain
measurements of land reform. The
crucial concern here is that the
Meitei population don't have their
right to buy lands in the hilly areas,
although Naga and Kuki are allowed
to buy land in the valley area. This
historical attempt at safeguarding
the unique Identities of the two
groups has also become a major part
of this whole conflict.

The Role of Power

The root cause in this case is power.
In a democracy, determinants of
power are frequently adjusted and
re-adjusted by the citizens.In
mManipur, the political power was
taken by the Meitei community and
the geographical power went to the
tribals.As a result 40 out of 60 seats
are Meitei dominated. This has led to
severe problems related to power
and ethnicity.

Conclusion

According to many reports 60,000
people have been displaced and more
than 100 have lost their lives so far in
the Manipur conflict. Hospitals and
schools are now refugee campus.
During such circumstances we need
to raise proper questions about the
conflict, such as:

1) What is unity?

2) Why can’t peace be restored in
Manipur even after two months of
the conflict?



3) Why people still face problems in
the border areas?

As citizens of India we need to find
the answers to such questions. Only
then our country will progress.

Bibliography
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Shat on realme 3 Pro

Temple - The same people willing to throw their slippers at the truth are not
hesitant to remove their slippers outside the temple. Captured by Avik Mandal,
5% Semester

-

Temple with sunset: Colours fade, temples crumble, empires fall but wise words
endure. Photo by Avik Mandal, 5" Semester.
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Metro -

When a metro
crosses border |
know, life can be
easy.

Photo by Avik
Mandal, 5t
Semester



Train - What thrills me about trains is not their size or their equipment but the
fact they are moving, that they embody a connection between unseen places.
Photo by Avik Mandal, 5" Semester
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Scenic beauty of North Bengal. Photo by Ankita Goswami, 3™ Semester.
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Coochbehar Palace, another gem from my hometown. Photo by Ankita
Goswami, 3™ Semester.
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Maa Durga. Photo by Ankita Goswami, 3™ Semester.
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