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MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT

At last the day has come in the name of Reunion when in the midst of hectic life and busy
schedules we can sit and look back down the memory lane at the cherished golden moments
which we have left behind to repair the strained relations and to gain new friends. The spirit
of Reunion is as important to us in the Physics Department as to our alumni — we are all
engrossed by a strange excitement. At first we were a bit nervous because this is the 1st
reunion of our Department and we have no previous experience. But the continued support
of our alumni and the present staff and students made it possible to remove all the difficulties
and arrange this very 1st Reunion in a grand way. | strongly believe that the younger
generation, the future torch-bearers of our Department will be enriched from the experiences

shared by our alumni and be better equipped to face the world outside.

From the core of my heart, | wish the 1st Reunion of the Physics Department a grand

Success.

- Mitali Middya.
(19.02.2017)
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COMMITTEES FOR FOCUS- 2017
Department of Physics

City College, Kolkata

Convenor: Prof. Mitali Middya (HOD), Snehasis Sadhukhan (Ex-student),
Soumo Mukherjee (1st year).

President: Prof. Hemendralal Chatterjee (Ex Prof.).
General Secretary: Prof. Samapti Pal, Prasun Bhattacharyya (1st year).
Cashier: Prof. Samapti Pal, Basavdatta Chakraborty (1st year).

Magazine Committee: Prof. Samapti Pal (Editor), Sourav Roy Chowdhury (Guest lecturer),
Soumo Mukherjee (1st year), Prasun Bhattacharyya (1st year), Tiyasha Chakraborty (1st year), Aritra
Gupta (1st year), Basavdatta Chakraborty (1st year).

Decoration: Subhankar Chakraborty (1st year), Aritra Gupta (1st year), Basavdatta Chakraborty
(1st year), Tiyasha Chakraborty (1st year), Sreshtha Saha (2nd year), Sagar Pathak(1st year).

Cultural Committee: Prof. Mita Mondal, Devdali Banerjee (Guest lecturer), Debasmita Samanta
(Guest lecturer), Snehasis Sadhukhan (Ex-student), Aritra Biswas (2nd year), Sourav Banik (2nd
year), Roshni Begum (2nd year), Mehebub Hossain (2nd year),
Sayan Nandi (1st year), Richik Mondal (1st year), Soumo Mukherjee (1st year).

Advisory Committee: Prof. Mitali Middya, Prof. Mita Mondal, Prof. Samapti Pal,
Kalyan Samajpati.

Moreover, Pritam Koley, Arghya Pal, Soutan Adak, Chirantan Sinha, Tarashankar Bandyopadhy,
Arghya Guchait, Souvik Sarkar, Rahul Tirkey from 1st year and Abirlal Mukherjee, Arnab Bannerjee,
Surajit Dhar from 2nd year were also with us to make this event possible.
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WALKING DOWN THE MEMORY LANE

It is a pleasure for me to have this opportunity to share
some of my words with the present generation.

My career in ‘City College’ began long back. It was 24™ of
August in the year 1950, when | started my career in this
institution as ‘Demonstrator’ in the Department of
Physics. Since then, years have passed by experiencing
new students every year and interacting with them. After
that, | have continued as Lecturer in the Department of
Physics.

Making students great human beings and standing
stalwarts for the future had always been a driving force
behind my teaching. | had tried and given my level best
to do it, and | am greatly delighted to find some of my
fellow students turning out to be professors, excelling in
the field of research and established in life.

There had been a lot of heart-warming as well as heart-
sinking experiences in my tenure of 41 years 1 month
and 6 days including 5 years of re-employment if | can
recollect correctly. | remember that | had conducted

examinations in various institutions every year and was
re-appointed as an examiner consecutively during my

tenure. | remember that | always wrote a note describing
the reason for marks deductions in the answer scripts for
the Joint Entrance Examination for several consecutive
years in the bygone days. Even when students managed
to arrive at the correct answer but in a wrong or
unacceptable method got distinct notes from me with a
surprisingly ‘zero’ against that particular question.



Teaching was my passion and | loved it and cherished it
throughout my teaching profession. | had an intense
interest in Russian Physics books, some of the author’s
name you all may have heard of, viz., Resnick and
Halliday and so on.

My advice to students would be not to merely follow
books which cover the examination syllabus, but to cross
the border line and go beyond that into reading other
books by foreign writers, wherein the actual attraction of
Physics can be felt qualitatively.

more years and finally retiring on 24™ September in the
year 1990.

There was a felicitation and farewell program where |
had received felicitation certificate from my Department.
Till today, even though many years have passed since my
retirement, your wish to have my participation and
presence in any of the functions of our college, delights
me and provides a sense of peace in my mind, that |
could really receive such a recognition from you, in such
a touching manner.

My sincere thanks to all of you and best wishes for your
future.

Prafulla Kumar De.
(Ex-Lecturer, Dept. of Physics)
City College, Kolkata-9

15" February, 2017.
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Physics as a motivation for life

- Bipul Mandal
Guest lecturer

Starting from a very informal way of any type of writing, I am introducing my
so called educated soul to have an effective future thinking of all the reader. As
we everyone started first observation of life through recognizing our parents,
siblings and society, we started thinking of our origin and aspiration. Through
conventional schooling we are introduced to a bigger society. As time progresses
in our life we started thinking about our goals and at the same time our society
also evolved rightly to us. Now if everything goes right we have hardly to think
about any unconventional method. But it is not true for many individuals. Many
of us find it difficult to be associated with new situations of subject matter.
Physics is such a discipline that has a very diversified application in our day to
day life starting from grass root classical problems to higher order space or atomic
level study. Before studying this vast course, we have to acquire an overview of
what we are going to read. The so called difficult subject will definitely stop us at
various times. At that time don’t lose your confidence to fall below the lower
possible level. At that time, we really have to counter the problem. We, as a
student should follow the college classes, teacher’s suggestions in a playful
manner. We have to be really very communicative with our teachers, Lab
attendants, our peers, our senior and junior students to get necessary help at the
time of our study and all other realistic problems of life so that college physics
family collectively forwarded to the success. Continuous motivation, preparation
and devoted helping attitude will definitely allow us to overcome the challenge.
The mentality of all the educated elements will also help to solve the political,
social, and economical problems. So go on friends, acquire the knowledge and
scatter it to all living individuals when possible. Only then our life will be full of
peace and we will be feeling proud to be called as an educated human being.
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The Fractional Physicist

- Soumo Mukherjee

1st Year

Bengal’s college, varsity teachers to retire at 62”, he was reading rigorously as he was
scrolling down the news updates on the Times of India website. News updates were getting
more and more frequent in his smart-phone for a few days and why not when the country’s
one of the top business tycoons is gifting you it for free then one should make most of it. At-
least physicists will do, they are cleverer than anyone else. A first year student had already
started to think himself a physicist. He was not surprised; rather, he was confident of his
wishes to be real soon and also his prayers to produce some fruit. He was a religious,
spiritual kind of boy interested even more in science and had taken admission in a college to
study physics, which according to the new physicist is the bridge between spiritual and
scientific world. He was not excited rather a cool wind was blowing over his scattered,
heated brain which most probably was experiencing the Brownian motion of the system
matrices of upcoming test exam, spontaneously revolving round and round with high
angular momentum in a rotating frame which too is relativistic in nature. Moreover what
made him much worried is the displacement along the study axis was zero for almost a week
when he was trying to plot it with respect to time, may be for a pain, not acute, but could not
find the cause with perfection. Life could have been much easier for us if everything was able
to be measured like he did with a travelling microscope with only a 3% error in a practical
assignment few days back. Now it was healing a bit every passing second. Yes he has got the
cause. After all he is going to be a physicist, a quick learner. But the self proclaimed quick
learner physicist neither did learn from past nor was ready for another subtraction, even
after knowing not only the physicist, even primary school drop outs see, have seen and will

see this very operator very frequently in life. Alas! He was not a physicist yet.

He had made a new family for past few months, a new home too side by side the orthodox
one that everyone has. He just realized another disaster, or subtraction to be honest is
averted just in time. The guardian of his new family, owner of his new abode had to retire in
upcoming month, but the good news now is that she is staying on for another two years. Well
the spiritual physicist had a few confusions, whether it was really the government’s decision
as per UGC guideline or it was the mother’s love for her children that violently shook a
government ,got them out of the slumber and made them change the rule.”Most probably it
1s the case-2, U.G.C. told so nearly a decade ago”, he murmured. He went up for bath. Hot
water bath, in a chilling sub-urban Kolkata winter morning makes you a bathroom singer
who in place of shaking the stage, is shaken off by the chill indeed and he sings in these days
usually. He didn’t sing that day. ”you poor batch-2019 you will not see her reigning. Wish
like we did, who knows 62 becomes 65”.
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Crosscheck! He'll need to cross-check. He read physicists cross-check for better perfection
like LIGA has done making two observatories, he heard a few days back in a seminar. But
his tempted observation or expected assurance was not that complicated that LIGA had.

Next day in the college the class was from 11.00am and the teacher was she for whom
llam 1s 1lam, not 11.05 am. But the cross-checker physicist who only messed up to
crosscheck the clock often accidentally did that first time ever in that special class-day and
got in front of the class room door at 11.07 panting desperately in the process to make up the
time he lost for a few mistakes and had walked a nearly 2.5 kilometres distance in just
seconds more than 10 minutes.”May I come in ma’am? ”, he said and the much expected
response from a punctual person like her came instantly in form of a short yet suggestive
“No”. “Ma’am the train was late”, he tried once more and continued, “Ma’am actually the
trains in our region hardly...” he stopped, unfinished or to be more specific he was stopped by
a gesture, very calm yet powerful enough to stop even the toughest of the blows. "Please
Ma’am”, again he tried. You hardly do keep any stone unturned when the best among the
best is solving the toughest among the toughest topic in the easiest of easiest manner.
Finally at 11.09 “come in“ came from inside what he was expecting for last few seconds as he
knew behind that strict face there is a heart full of motherly affection that had always taken
care of him and all his classmates, she added, "Listen, you are neither in Tokyo, nor in
London. Start much before the time of class from now on” again in her very known calm and
polite voice. Though “come in” was enough for him, he got each and every word as he does
usually when she is talking to him. Spectrometer, that was much like an artillery set up
ready to launch a few fatal mortars whenever he entered the lab, was bread and butter by
11.40 am. The bell rang. He had to cross-check. So did he, when he asked her, “Ma’am I've
learnt from the newspaper that Head ma’am is staying. Is it true ma’am?” "Most probably
yes”, she said in her very own inexpressive manner, but the gestures changed after a few
moments. She was the happiest of all and visibly those gestures were 180 degrees apart from
the gesture that made him stop while explaining the train late issue. The tone was different
too, again 180 degrees apart from the tone that said ‘No’ 40 minutes ago. Yes his observation
power has improved and should have been improved. He is going to be a physicist after all.
She didn’t say T. Most probably she has a big problem with things like I. Never did he saw
her approving or appreciating anything having the faintest scratch of things like ‘SHE’. She
was a believer of “THEM’, she was a believer of ‘WE’, happy only to contribute from the
backstage. There are people in the world, who love to work selflessly but never try to prove.
She is a person of that sort.

He had known his home very perfectly, at least tried to do so. He knew there were pillars
behind the marvellous buildings. Now he could see the strongest of the pillars those are
playing their part to keep his century old home-building show its class even right now just
like other pillars have shown theirs in every passing decades and centuries to keep its head
high. He could see a bond, may be visible, may not, but that stands on mutual respect, love,
efficiency, rejection of fame, rejection of self, rejection of name .He could see the bond that is
not created by luck or by chance, rather luck has been created by superior professionalism
and ethical sense that resulted in that special bond. Well he was fractionally a physicist by
then. He could see the unseen things. He could assume the values.
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Memory Lane: photo walk

Sitting Front Row (Left to Right): Dr. Kartik Kr, Kundu, Pr Viadhusucan Datta, Prof. Hemendralzl Chatterjee, Pro ittara Dasgupla . Tarakeswrar Das, Prof. Achyuts Kr, € 4 bor
Sh'\dmhwnddleﬂowurhta Right): Dr. Apurba Bandynpadhyay, Swapan atta, Dr, Samapti Pal, D pak K. Chakrabarty, hupati Chakrabarty, Prof. Tarun K Tapad r. Nikhilendu Banc yopadhyay, Sri Kalyan
Dr, Mita Ghosh Mondal

Standing Back Row{Left to Right): Shri Tark Nath Das, Prof. Suman K, Roy, Or. Mitall Middya, [ iy usan Biswas, D pak K. Nath, 5ri Sanjib Mond. Gopal Maity, Sn Chi
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FORMER AND THE PRESENT TEACHERS OF THE PHYSICS

DEPARTMENT

ABANI BHUSHAN DAS

ACHYUT KUMAR CHAKRABORTY
AJAY KUMAR JOARDAR

AMITAVA PAL

AMIYA BHUSAN BISWAS
ANIRUDDHA ROY

APURBA KUMAR BANDYOPADHYAY
ASHOK KUMAR MUKHERJEE
ASHOK KUMAR SEN

B.B.DUTTA

. BHUPATI CHAKRABORTY
. BILAP KUMAR CHAKRABORTY
. BIMALA PRASANNA ROY

CHITTARANJAN DASGUPTA

. DEB KUMAR MUKHERJEE

DILIP KUMAR GUPTA

DIPAK KUMAR CHAKRABORTY
DIPAK KUMAR NATH
HEMENDRALAL CHATTERJEE
INDUSEKHAR KUNDU

. JN.SEN
. KARTIK KUMAR KUNDU
. KRISHNA LAL SANYAL

MADHUSUDAN DUTTA

. MITA MONDAL

MITALI MIDDYA

MOHINI MOHAN GHOSH
NIKHILENDU BANDYOPADHYAY
NIRMAL KUMAR DUTTA
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30. PARTHA BANDYOPADHYAY
31. PRAFULLA KUMAR DAS

32. PRAFULLA KUMAR DEY

33. PRASANTA KUMAR DAS

34. PRATIP KUMAR SEN

35. PROVAT KUMAR DEV

36. RUPAYAN BHATTACHARYA
37. SAMAPTI PAL

38. SAROJ KUMAR DEY

39. SATYENDRA NATH GANGULY
40. SUKHENDU BIKASH CHOWDHURY
41. SUKHOMOY NANDI

42. SUMAN KUMAR ROY

43. SWAPAN KUMAR DUTTA

44. TARAKESWAR DAS

45. TARUN KUMAR TAPADAR

We have possibly missed out some of our teachers’ name. We solicit you help to make it
an exhaustive one.

GRADUATE LABORATORY INSTRUCTOR
1. KALYAN SAMAJPATI

GUEST LECTURER

1. AMIT GANGULI

ANJAN PAL

BIPUL MONDAL
DEBABRATA DEB
DEBABRATA GHORAI
DEBOSMITA SAMANTA
DEVDALI BANNERJEE
INJAMUL ALAM
KRITIKA ROY

© o N o U K~ W DN
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10. NABAKUMAR

11. NABANITA DAS

12. PRADIP KUMAR MONDAL
13. PRANTIK NANDI

14. SAFIKUL ALAM

15. SOURAV ROY CHOWDHURY
16. SUDESHNA CHAKRABORTY
17. SUJOY KUMAR MONDAL
18. TAPAN KUMAR SASHMAL
19. KAUSHIK MONDAL

NON-TEACHING STAFF

1. ATUL CHANDRA NAYEK
BAIKUNTHA NATH PARAMANIK
BISHHNUPADA GHOSH
BUDHAI RAM

CHINMOY ACHARYA
DILIP KUMAR MAJUMDAR
GANESH CHANDRA PAL
GOPAL MAITY
JAGNARAYAN RAM
KALPATARU NAYEK

. PANCHU RAM

. PRADIP CHAKROBORTY
RAMLAL RAM

SADHAN CH. MALLICK

. SANJEEV MONDAL

. TARAKNATH DAS

UCHIT DAS
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